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EVENT oESCRIPTioN ANo PROBABLE CONSEGUENCES hWhile in steady state operation at 97% power, the accumulator alarm annunciated;
!| o |: | |

Inspection showed a significant nitrogen leak through th'e j

Iola|| on control rod 54-47 i

'

|o|4|| " Star" valve on the accumulator. The control rod was considered inoperable per |

l ojlj l_ Technical _Jpecification (T.S.) 9.1. A.Le. There was no_effect on the puhlin _]__

_

|

|o|6|| health or_ safety. SLC was available and onernhie_
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CAUSE DESCRIPTION AND CORRECTevE ACTicNS hThe leak was caused by a worn packing on the combination " Star" valve (GE No.1

|t|o||
Control rod 54-47 was inserted to position "00" and the directiondl

[i j 1J | 158B7478P1) .
The packing was rep 1_a_cehd tite _._]

|i12|| control valves were electrically disarme_d.
l

I1l3|| control rod place.d_ hack _in ser11ce2__This is consifieresi_a_raudam_ evenLand
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Tenness:e Valley Authority ' Form BF 17-

BF 15.2Br6wns Ferry Nuclear Plant**

2/17/82

LER SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION

BFRO-50- 2% / 83044 Technical Specification involved 3 3.A.2.e

Reported Under Technical Specification 6.7 2.b(2) * Date D'ue NRC 08/30/83
,

Event Narrative:
Viifff was in a refueling outage and unit 2 was operating at 94-percent power.
Units 1 and 2 were unaffected by this event. Unit 3 was operating at 97-percent
power when the accumulator alarm annunciated on control rod 54-47 Inspection of

the hydraulic control unit for control rod 54-47 revealed a significant nitrogen
leak through the star valve "0" ring on the accuculator. Due to the apparent
size of the leak, the accumulator and control rod were considered inoperable per
T.S. 3 3.A.2.e.

The leak was caused by a worn packing on the combination " Star" valve, (GE No.
158B7478P1.) In accordance with T.S. 3 3. A.2.f and T.S. 3 3. A.2.6, control rod 54-
47 was inserted to position "00" and the directional control valves were
electrically disarmed. The packing was replaced and the control rod placed back
in service. Control rod 22-35 was also inoperable at this time due to a coupling
problem. However, no more than one control rod in a 5x5 array was inoperable,
and at least 4 operable control rods separated the inoperable controls rods as
specified by T.S. 3 3. A.2.f.

There was no effect on the health and safety of the public. All technical
specification requirements regarding operation with inoperable control rods were
satisfied. Also, SLC was available and operable during this event.

* Previous Similar Events:

None

Ret ention: eriod - I.ifetime. llesponsibility - Document Control Supervisor

* Revision: , y_____.
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Mr. James P. O'Reilly, Director
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Suite 2900
-101 I4arietta Street, FM

Atlanta, Georgia 30303

Dear'Mr. O'Reilly:

TENNESSEE YALLEY AUTHORITY - BROWNS FERRY NUCLEAR PLANT UNIT 3 - DOCKET
NO. 50-296 - FAC1LITY OPERAT|NG LICENSE DPR-68 - REPORTABLE _ OCCURRENCE

. REPORT BFRO-50-296/83044

The enclosed report provides details concerning an inoperable control rod
because of nitrogen leaking through a valve on the accumulator. This
report is submitted in accordance with Browns Ferry unit 3 Technical
' Specification 6.7.2.b(2).

.

Very truly yours,

TENNESSEE VALLEY AUTHORITY

ft & (/MM
H. J. Green
Director of Nuclear Power

Enclosure
cc (Enclosure):

Document Control Desk
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commissicn
Washington, D.C. 20555

Records Center
^

.
Institute of Nuclear Power Operations
Sulto 1500
1100 Circle 75 Parkway
Atlanta, Georgia 30339

NRC Inspector, Browns Ferry
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