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June 14, 1983

Chairman Nunzio Palladino ~g
Nuclear Regulatory Commission /j-O
1717 H Street, N. W.
Washington, D. C. 20555

- DOCKET M*W' .. .g>a'[cc"#--
PROD.L UTIL FAC rar

Lt. Gen. Harry A. Griffith, Director *

Defense Nuclear Agency

FROD.O UT!L. rA ;,,,gh fDCOMI '.W':26801 Telet;u.ph Road
Alexandria, Virginia 22310 ,_,;,;_ , , ,

Gentlemen:

We have received your response to our letter of February 15, 1983, on the
relicensing of the AFRRI nuclear reactor and cobalt irradiation facility. We
are pleased to hear'from your letter and from the citizens that an impact
assessment, if only a generic one, has been prepared and that negotiations are
under way. Please let us have a copy of the generic impact assessment so that
we may judge for ourselves the adequacy of this document for the particular
case being studied.

We understand from Elizabeth Entwistle, the attorney for the Citizens for
iNuclear Reactor Safety (CNRS), that they were unable with the resources they

had to meet the demands for information being placed upon them by the NRC
licensing procedure and, reluctantly, were obliged to withdraw some of their
contentions, leaving only the matter of the Emergency Plan.

The Executive and Council staff have met with staff from the Maryland
State Department of Health and Mental Hygiene to discuss these matters. It

appears, from these discussions, that there are four issues of concern which
should be addressed by both DNA and NRC in this relicensing procedure. These
are as follows:

i
! 1. License Renewal. Since the specified design life of the TRIGA reactor is

30 years, and since this particular TRIGA reactor is 20 years old, and
since increase of power and tempe_rature is requested by the applicant, it

| appears to us that a license should not be granted for a further 20 years
'

but only for a further 10 years. Even if, as stated by the applicant, the
intermittent use of this facility implies an extended design life, there
would be no harm in reassessing the operation of this facility at the end
of its theoretical design life to ensure that the equipment is still

! performing as designed.
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2. Monitoring Results. Air and water quality monitoring results from the
program operated by.the applicant to monitor the release of radioactivity
into the surrounding environment, either from normal operations or
accidental spills, are communicated very little to outside agencies. - The
measurements are taken by the applicant and are not' verified or
corroborated by any independent agency. It seems to us most desirable to
have frequent communication of these monitoring results to the County
government as.the agency responsible for the health and safety of the

. County citizens. Also, some spot checking of the measurements to verify
the levels seems to us a necessary addition to the current program.

3. Oversight Committee. The addition to the oversight committee of a member
appointed by an outside agency more exclusively concerned in the health
and safety of the community would be desirable.

4. Emergency Plan. County and State staff are currently studying the
Emergency Plan prepared by AFRRI in October,1982. The adequacy of this
plan appears to. turn on the contention by the applicant that the worst
conceivable accident of a TRIGA reactor could not have any measurable
offsite impact. Only if this were true would the lack of notification of
offsite agencies be at all justifiable. Even if this were almost
certainly so, it would seem prudent to include in the contingency plan

~"" ~

coordination with offsite emergency and medical services and provision for
-early notification of these services when an accident takes place.

We urge you to consider these four points and not to make a summary
disposition on any subject that relates to them. The County is presently
studying whether it wishes to become more formally involved, as provided under
.Sec. 2.715 of 10CFR of the Code of Federal Regulations, Rules for Procedure

.

for the Nuclear Regulatory Commission. In the meantime, we do ask you pot to
i foreclose discussion on the four issues cited above since we consider that

these are important safeguards for public health and safety and necessary
conditions for the relicensing of this facility.

Sincerely,
[,

\ . J. (t
.W. nivva

arles W. Gilch st David L. Scull
County Executive Council President
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