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On April 4, 1980, the original final Report of Interview of

“

dated April 1, 1980, was placed in the NPI Statement

file. A working copy of this Report of Interview is being placed in

the regular case file, along with this menorandum.
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Mr.{ Radiophannacist,f

s Duke lniversity, Nurham, Korth Carolina,

wis interviewed March 13 and 19, 1280, by OIA Investicator Thomas F. Hurney, Jr.,

in roon 54 of the Econo-Travel !otel, Durhan.

was originally telephoned by Hurney on Farch 14, 1880, and advised
his intervies was desired. " requested to know the nature of the
matter and he was informed that it was desired that he suhmit to questions
concerning a fonser eapleyer, Nuclear Pharsacy, Incorporated (NPI),
Milvaukee, Wisconsin, about which firm DIA was conducting an investigation
of alleged crininal practices. advised that he was an "honest
person” and inquired if he was suspect. Hurney responded that he knew
nothing about{ . that he was only a name and that, therefecre, there

was nothing knoun at that time about him which indicated he could be

suspect.

At the initiation of the interview, the ahove conversation vas, essentially,
repecated, | tuas not advised of his rights during the interview, as
the requiraneht did not appear to be present. He was put under oath and

he furnished a signed statencnt,

Infor.ation set out in his statesent is not repcated Lerein,
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iagreed to cooperate on the basis that the information he furnished
was to be used in 2 criminal prosecution of WPl or in securing regulatory
sanctions concerning it and that the infor-ation was not to be released
except in connection with criminal justice proceedings and/or 2 regulatory
hearing of scne sort, He explained that hz had worked very closely with
Fr. Jon M. Reivas, the manager of Pl Mil.:zulee, he bore him no ill

will, and he wouléd not wish to cause him hara or have him think he had

done him ham unless a salutary result was to be accomplished.

In his statement, "~ _mentioned his dislike for the attitude and
practices of NP1 Milwaukee and their potential conseguences. He also
advised that he has heard of similar attitudes and practices in the
nuclear phammacy business and, as a result, he would like to essist in

cleaning up the industry.

e explained that he realized that he had done things which were wrong.
Some he did, despite the fact he had doubts, because Reivas did them and

he. understood they were done in KPI and he coubted hinself,

reasbning that "they" must know better because they've been in the,
bus iness, while he was just out of school. Others he did as a result

of fatigue; he just didn't take the trouble to check and see vhether
they violated regulations or license conditions. He explained that he

worted minirally 70 hours a w2ck, sonetimes much rore, especially



in ‘the bad weather when the drivers might not s720« up and he had to
deliver and pick up in addition to everything elsez and as a result,
after 2 \hile he didn't have much eneray, except to try to vet through
the substance of the tasks in front of hin. He also explained that his
wife was quite 111 during a a part of this period &nd spont a month in

the hospital. This caused him to be.preoccupied.

BN

’ advised that there were two hospitals to wvhich WPl Milwsukee sold
|bu1k Xenon-133, St. Mary's and St. Luke's. The guantities thev used,
plus the amount NWPI needed for itself were such that on the day NPI
received its bulk UC Xenon-133, it would have in its possession for that

day more than its license allowed.*  ‘stated he balieved the license

Timit was 1 1/2 or 2 curies but that they possibly had 3 curies on hand.

mentioned the following as an exasple of how frugal they wzre at
N}i Hilwaukee, at the expense of following good pharacy practices.
They made a great deal of use of saline solution. Ii was a medium into
which they put various radiopharmaceuticals, which soluidns were subsequently
injected into patients' veins by hospital cusiomers of NPI. The co=aon %
forn in which saline solution is purchesed and used by phircacies is in
30 cc disposable vials. They are quite inexpensive, perhaps $.30 a
piece., The idea is that the sterile saline is drawn off with 2 sterile

needle for vSatever use is reguired. The vial is then thrown away, with

the renaining saline solution in it.
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Thev did not do this at NP1, Tney reused tne $.30 vial until they had
drezwn all of the saline solution out of it. Kot only that, they had
refilled the vials to begin with, but not fror a fresh source of saline,
t'nen they had exhausted a technicium gas cenerator, they took from the
center of the generator a reservoir of 500 cc of saline solution,
'“--advised that this repeated entry:into the 30 cc vials by needles
being usea for @ variety of purposes could have resulted in contamination
(with bacteria, other radiopharmaceuticals, etc.) of preparations which
were to be injected into people's bloodstreams. This could result in

the negligent adulteration of drugs, which is 2 violation of state
phanaacy Yaws.: _advised that, although not probable, these things
were possible, and the possibility arose fronm failure to follow generally
recognized good practices - in order to save a few cents,

‘;.gadvised that generally speaking the WPl office, including the
laboratory space, was not acceptably clear. It was an established
procedure that one of the collateral duties of the vehicle drivers each
day was to take a day's supply of syringes fron the menufacturers' ..
sterile containers and leave them in an open tray, expos¥d to the air.

The floor want unscrubed for weeks, or possibly months at a time, and it

had a great deal of dust and debris on it which was raised when people,

welked. Contaninated air rose from fhe floor and had to cover everything,

including the oscned syringes and hatever the radiophariacists vere

vorking on at the moaent,
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2 advised that Reivas instructed that thros-zway rubber cloves be

rubbed with powder and reused. This increzsed the risks of contamination.

Good practice is to use such gloves once and to discard then.

He advised that the required tests ware done (wipe tests, air saiples,

thyroid tasts, etc.). But they w:re done at times which could be expected

to show favorzble results, end they w2re not conducted optimally.

advised he had nothing to do with selling. MHe talked to the
hospitals only about orders. Reivas handled most of the selling.
i ~ the NPI Chicago salesman, was from Milwaukee, As 2
result he came up frequently. Sometimes he helped Reivas on the selling,
generally on "hard sell” situations where Beivas was having trouble.
In relation to tests on Xenon-133 gas.i » i.said the following, in
addition to vhat is in his statement., NP Milwaulkee had a single
channel analyzer (a machine which is like a very sensitive calibrator).
It could be used to determine the nuclidic purity of UC's Xenon-133 oas,
but it wasn't. To put it to such use wvould sinply require ore time
than vas feasible. The pyrogen oven, which could be used to insure the

freedom of pyrogens from Yenon-133 gas, was never used for that purpose.

As a matter of fact, the only thing Petry ever saw it used for was to

dry Reivas' wet socks in the winter,
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i confimed that the ordering and recordleepina vas pretty wall
L

centralized in NP] Heazdouarters.

He advised that he had never known a hospital to order Xenon-133 ogas
other than genericaally. They cenerally callea up end said they reocuired
a dose (or more) of Xenon-133 gas; that's all tney said.

2 e advised that the profit was very great in buying and reselling UC
Y¥enon-133 gas as distinct from GE Xenon-133. He saw, in Wl records,

that Pl wes paying $95 to $100 to UC per curie of Xenon-133; it was in
turn selling it to hospitals, without even opening the can or doing
anything, for $135 per curie. At that time,/ " said, he knew from
associates outside of WPl and fron his own e;perience in Indiannapolis
that GZ was charging hospitals $250 per curie,

i --J—’stated that they got between 50 and 100 dosige units out of a

curie (dependent upon decay and whether 10 or 20 millicurie doses), and
they pretty routinely charged the hospitals $30 per dose. So, he advised,

it could be seen how great the profit was in breaking down the gas from

bulk,
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edvise? that they left the U labe) on the cans of bulk )nnaﬁ-l

.
1

ves vhen thev sent it to their “ospital bulk custorers. They added the
WPI label to it. FReivas instructed hin to do this. They put che syringe
label on syringes. They put the syringe label on the vials at first,

but Mt. Sinai Hospital reguested that they stop, and they did. The
hospital told them that the label interferred with the operation of the

"oun" which administered the agas.

{ ————— was shown a xerox copy of WPl Milwzukee's "prescription blank",
label and syringe label (copy attached hereto). He confirmed that those
labels were in use during his WPI tenure. He stated that the prescription
blank vent out with the individual dosage units and with the bulk shipments,
It showed the Xenon-133 oas was for "pulmonary ventilation study.”
Reivas and' ~ at Reivas' instruction typed this on the prescription

blanks. Subseguently, the prescription blanks came fron NPl Headquarters

with those words already typed in,

[ advlsed that there was only peivas when he began at NPI. A short

»hlle later, a secietary, [' R and 2 technician, (-_--_“

were hired, He advised that"A“ ok s a high school teacher who vas
trained on the job. He believed they are still with hPlorn1waukee. He
advised that, in his judgenent, they would have limited knowledge of
meny of the things of which he spoke, due to their having very little

technical background.
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| _ e2dvised that he talked reaularly to only t.o pcople at WPl Headguarters:

.

77 7t(LnU) a clerk who received telephone orders, and her assistant, 2
!
girl vhose nane he doesn't recall.

He ajvised that he did not know KPI's official; or talk with them on the
phone, I'r. Sekasitz, a Vice President of nel, visited I'ilwzukee three
or four times during the psriod?g—ﬂ—‘j;as there. He (' ) did not,
howzver, share in discussions bétueen-neivas and Sakasitz during these
visits, He could recall nothing which would indicate Salasitr was

aware that they ware refilling vials.

" informed that he never visited any other :P1 offices, nor did he
talk regularly on the phone with other offices. Howzver, on one occasion,
a rediophansacist fror another NPl office did visit in NPl Milwaulkee for

a week, He was from a Tcxas office, possibly Houston. He was attending

3 GE training course in the area and he visited in the office one or two
hours a day. He made no adverse connents, nor did he seem surprised by
anything they wzre doing. He seened to be familiar with all brocedures.

and on a few occasions when was busy, he helped; by drawing a
-~ [

few dosage units of YXenon-133 gas.
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ffum-j.urnished the names of the people with whom NP] dealt at Kt. Sinai
Hospital and St. Mary's Hospital, He advised that on a few occasions
the people at Mt, Sinai told NPl the vials wzre low in radioactive
content, perhaps 20% or so., These were not co-plaints, merely observations.
But they ware the only thing that might b2 considered even slightly

negative. There vas no diccussion of passible refills, the condition of

the septa, etc.

He advised he recalled no conplaints from St. Lukes, They sold mostly
bulk to St. Lukes, one curie at a time, Sonetimes, in between curies,

they sold ther sone single dosage unit syringes,

Rought draft prepared ilarch 25, 1980.

Went reviewved __P. »ul r,!c)!:__
T § ﬂ:ﬁr._q,,

Thomas F. Hurney, Jr.

Attachnent:

WP1 Milwaulkee's Prescription Blank

Label and Syringe Label




/

—— — L —— — ——
‘. -~ “

i . 1 .

r’\» HUCLEAR PHANNACY» INC.
_ ,l-,:,f 1024 M. 6Tl ST.
" NIL\IAUKEC' Ul $32013

OT4AT

ALA=T 650404

- : '! s""‘t-! 1)
' ‘D.\Tu ;.‘.Oh;‘h'k'—uo hma .- ‘9 l-To .- MNO ‘-\\ -A‘IO l‘::

. | Rty
L 1OSPITAL ?’g ) § B

floccdure LI HONANY YENYTIAYION _STUAY

l dlophate

| isceutical LI _XENQN_GAS

F‘ . u\t‘:' i

.l

el 1™
.

'

L
- ]
- ﬁr\’——w’ "‘m”-.r " T——'P;m-.*"-‘ ..'- P.: ey,
13J.XENON-GAS - LS A K )

f - DAYE . ‘ .
. '”"IZCC &l«\
. M‘ g,‘ __Qmwjry "e
| JMlose ! -

HATIENT n_\f "“ J ' T
: - ‘\,.s S

. il

"

,i NUCLEAR P”An”f\cwﬁ INC. V%Y
Buiidi, no.; C- 1028 HJ'6TH ST, e
o uCl} : HILMAUNREF., WY _S227% deuviony o)
< etne. N= Anay HA_ wCifml,
, i UC‘ » . rv——c-~crv—v-o-.r.—v-—- TS RS by ¢ S w———t w——— -
O  Dose ey, mCl Ay _1200 . 133_XENON..GAS. X e
! Vo!muc Actlvity "- \r"']r ; ' D_A_n ‘ ‘
| l Dlpented 1_UNITY. Dicpensed l....;..... w RET . Yu\r 120% f‘*' ML-. . ‘. |
: 2Ll e, 1, .WAE!M \l vor AN 1 upLT!
(O Doclor Prlce sl;.i...'..-}'.'..' i 1 an \ “‘"L'\'MIM' el
Fo | Fied Deltvery | " 1", Vo, hese i S Ky ‘
: O ! , s PR | SIS e T ZADENy . o
l CAUTION: To be used under the dlrect

I

" h—

e

‘: 3 b ol e . ' .
1t :
wpctvilon ol a pliyiiclan + PO.No, L ’

. A
s -.‘: -h‘-...

(\ f oev ! - o t'..-‘ 0‘. : : ;o ':‘l.”-_:'j-.. * : ..' >
o lATll‘.NTL‘ e e e :
‘ ows - — -

siomv umydande o b aa, » 8 ducne e

. SIEC. INSTNUCTIONS:
LHIALATION ADMINISTRATION

-

Wnnu‘.

L‘\nu fadiopharmacsulicstl Iy licenied by the UL, Nuciesr Negulsiory

e disitivution 1o perrens licensed purtsuant 1o J4, 14 sng 33,100 Group

', u.u...- I, Giova IV ar Qiounp V 6l LU GCFIpart 33, Syrings containing drug
~ o'nulo e hn.l IN AN Conia'ner or wilinin heav!sr snileid,

&\ Cone

I
wll\..p! \
| _ &
HUCLEAR PHARMACY,

INC.
y 1126 H. GTY ST.
JMUMAUREE, HI 5223
; - .
! Nx Hot .
I atl

ITIRE SIS 11 [T S—

o

J




