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416 S. 17th Street
Chesterton, Indiansa
May 12, 1951

Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington Project Manager

Uranium Fuel Licensing Branch
Washinaton, D.C. 20555

Gentiemen:

Think of that salutation. Gentle men--1I hope you will all be gentle
and troughtful with our lives. 7Ihose who live near Bailly . near
Ches* *»*ton, Indiansa.

It would ve really durb to allow NIPSCO to builc & nuclear plant
there. And I don't believe you are all dumb. NIPSCD needs to
rethink their priorities--to make life safer, secure f-or their
customers--or their customers will be leaving the area and they
won't be needing all that energy anyway. Right now, people are
turning to other forms of energy snd learning to conserve--so

let's help NIPSCO save face ana plan other ways 10 go--cogeneration
with electricity and solar, etc., rather than nuclear! The total
costs related to nuclear energy ere too much, as compared wiin
other energy.

Enclosed are some clipp.ngs, my paver from afenvironmental policy
clasc. rlease consider the people--what they are saying--no Bailly
1! The one pro group®s statements anu ideas shcwa tney are uninformed
about many aspacts of nuclear power., 1 was v-ry upset when 1 read
them,

Advanced technology often creates more aaverse pollution anu problems
than people take the time to . usicer and stop. Please think well
and forget profit and greed a . consider health, safely and well
being of the people. Thnere is much profit and jobs to be created
with other forms of energy also. Profit is okay as long as it is
obtained decently and honestly.

Thank you.
Sincerely,

(Mrs.) Pat Moouy
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Since T have a real and vested interest in the location of the Bailly .
Wuclear Plant near Chesterton, Indiana, I decided to write my paper 2 ""5

: Chmibn §
on muclear energy and the options of other forms of energy. Having Jr_ :'3}?

such an interest in a plant that would be almst "in my back yard," 5‘%»,7‘-
......

steel industrjes--Bethlshem and Midwest--, I wmted to know vhat all f’f:_,~‘~~'

the inplicatimsmﬂdbeifsud\aplantwemacmallyﬁdlt. My HEITTE

vested interest is, of course, my children and grandchildren's lives,

health, andeg?Fary and those of my friends and myself as against the

vested interest of Northern Indiana Public Service Company (NIPSCO),

whose costs have risen from $700 million to $1.1 billion. These costs,

of course, would be passed on to the consurerrentioned above.

I have discovered many i.nportmt,interes‘dng items in many newspaper ‘
articles and heard several talks which only heightens my concern and

distaste for nuclear power. I, and many others, have many doubts and
unmswgred questions that need answers before we proceed with miclear
energy. 7 e '

Inthebegi,rming Ireadmanyarticles about the cover-up ofnuclear
mstakes and accidents—-mdl they were exposed in the newspapers which

raised grave doubts in my mind. For examle, America's film hero,

J&m "Duke' Wayne died a victim of radiation from 11.S. atomic fallout :
which ocarred in St. Ceorge, Utah. He was ove of our greatest Arrericans
s death and the deaths of his co-stars in the rovie "The Conqueror,” -
have been 1 ked to an open-air atomic test explosion in 1953, which ~
was one of the nation's worst radfation fallouts. The rddiation levels
were the highest ever recorded in a populated area, surpassing those

in {apan in World War II."
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In the Siliaood-Kerr, McGee case, a Federal hury awarded $10.5 million
to the Sillwood family. That was & tremendous cover-up. The Chicago
Sun Times reported that many U.S. Senators and Congressmen investiga-
ting the Three Mile Island disaster have received recent campaign
contributions from Babcock and Wilcox Co. the maker of the TMI muke.
Three Mile Island wms the real waker-upper to the American public that
there are great risks involved with nuclear energy. It will be mmny
years before the health factors are known.resulting fram the radiation.
Public pressure following the accidents at Thrzae Mile Island has forced
the mke industry to go up against Wall Street's investors, who are
losing their enthusiasm for financing ruclear utilities. The Supreme
Court denied a hearing to a former U.S. soldier who developed inoner-
able breast cancer after being forced to march within 3,000 yards of a
muclear blast i.n 1953. There are dangers at Zion, Commormeealth Edison's
muclear plant ‘(which has one of the nations's worst:V eafety records ac-

cording to the Nuclear Regulatory Cammission (RC))--the reactors have
scramed for times in less than one month. Three were in reactor muber

ane, which puts severe stress on delicate reactor mathinery. Yet Comon-

wealth Edison wants to raise rates by 18.27, a total of $452 million,

with the roney almost exclusively toward building muclear power plants,
leaving it with far more plant camacity than it needs. (The same as here ‘in NI-PSCC

& the longer the delay is, the more geopl" are conserving & going to solar, wood & other
Thirty-four per cent of Tllinois' electric nover comes from rmclear]waya of heat-
T i

ing, & cooling & using NIPSCO's tervices,)
.mﬁa and 50 per cent of Chicago' & But now Tllinois is faced with
nuclear stutdown because of a lack of muclear waste durps. The Federal
govmnmtisbeinggskedboopml&nd.litaryorfederal regearch
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radicactive durps to Illinois wastes. Nevada, Washington state, and
South Carolina clused their low-level vradioacdve chx!ps;, leaving Cormon-
wealth Edison Co. and Chicapo's giant medical research center with no _"’b .

&

place to send their madiocactive debris. Covernor Thorpson blamed the ‘
vaste dilemma on the Federal fovernment which he said had f.lled to S T
adopt 2 natiorwide plan for radiocactive waste disposal. S g AE
Then the NPL cited Commormealth Edison for having an unqualified em-
ployee on the job in cormeection with a spill of radioactive cooling
water at its Dresden muclear power plant near Morris, IL.
The following assumptions are to be considered in regard to the muclear
industry and specifically to the Bailly Nuclear Plant near Chestertonm,
Indiana:

A. Since the time Bailly was first started, it has encountered

meny polirical decisions. And the muclear industry was first
smwmedby&egcvmmtasamddcmmaxrmemy's
problems; however, due to mounting problems being brought to
Bight by the press, Congress is taking a second look and asking
many questions which have yet to be answered. The Harris Poll
shows that Americans are increasingly worried about the safety

=7 ~of muclear reactors and the dangers of wastes. It seems to re
there was aneed to have a gigantic Envirormental Impact State; : i
ment (EIS)-ckmemthemmlearinmstrymallthekplicatimxsi‘

and ramifications of using muclear power. The cost of building,
maintenance, training, transporting the wastes, disposal of the
wastes, and rebuilding, payment to vietirs and other costs in
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the wake of a dismster need to be considered.

Most political actors see the world in a narrow scope and in
ashort tire frare. As noted in A., the quidk answer of
nuclear power to our energy problems made by our politicians
has backfired and there is more af a need to view our energy
crls_isinalongtermmymdc:msidermrealcemativewm
of;mgr.

They thought their choice of muclear energy would cost the
Mt,mmmem costs in morey, lives
and health.

Political decisions are incremental; change is therefore slow.
In August 1970, NIPSQO applied for licensing of Bailly plant
and was amended 16 times in response to staff questions on the
NRC. ‘Hearmzswereheld, additional evidence submitted on 21
di fferent envirormental issues, 19 radiological health and
safety issues, and five legal issues, and in April of 1974 the

license was approved. In 1975 the Court of Appeals overturnmed
the issuance of tle license and stopped construction of the
BAilly plant, but in Noverber of 1976 the U.S. Supreme Court
overturned that detision and construction of Bailly Muclear I
was cleared. On the nile driving method, the MRC asked in

late Septerber of 1977 for an altermate method, made tests, then
the Advisory Corrittee on Reactor Safeguards reviewed and made
a favorable report after a reeting in Pertagze, IN last July.
Their decision against holding full evidentiary hearings on the

———— ——— g —— - y——
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foundation design of Bailly plant was attacked by Bailly
Alliance, a citizen's g:ué;;fmed to fight const:mct:im

of Bailly. They contend that the IRC is not considering

all of the issues imolved. Alliance spokesman David Can-
right stated ""The @elay and the resulting cost increase to
NIPSCO customers in Morthwest Indiana rests squarely on the
shoulders of NIPSCO encineers and executives for their choice
of a site on Lake Michigan and for their failure to solve the
foundation pisoblems." The next issue to be comsidered is the
permi’: wirich expired in Septerber. It is expected that the
Bailly Alliznce and a new group, Democrats United for Energy
Safety (DUES) will lead a campaign on write-ins to Congress-

men,and the NPC in protest to 'halt all construction, deny
reissuance of any construction pervits, cancel all licenses,
and declare Bailly Muclear I site unsuitable for muclear con-
struction."

Political conflict, although often about key substantive
issues, seldom is expressed in these terms; rather, there is
a tendency to reduce the conflict to sirple, symbolic terms.
The Chicago Tribune asked that a muclear power plant not be
built on Lake Michigan in a demsely populated area, but, in-

stead ‘select. a Kankakee river site away from metropolitan
areas. BaillyI site is the only nuclear site in the nation
to flunk all six of the new NRC criteria for muclear plant

siting in populated areas. People tell you they are willing
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to have nuclear power and then they say, “But don't put it.
in my neighborhood,” a recent quote by Rep. Morris K. :
D-Ariz.

Political conflict seldm is fully resolved; at best, it is . -

contained and laid to rest for a time. Conflicts arise again
and again. Congress, ance decidedly pro-miclear, is under-
going a transition. It is not prepared to ondorse muclear
power reflecting the heizhtened concern about nuclear safety
brought about by the accident last March at the Three Mile
Island plant in Permsylvania. Those concerns had led increasii 3
mubers of legislators to agree that until those questions are
answered, muclear power camot be depended on as a rajor energy
sorce for the funre. The public modd is for more, not leds,
regul_at:i.onofmclearpwet. The Kemerry Conmmission, appointed
tost‘:udydueﬁueemlelslandaccidmt,incﬁ.ctedt}egmm-
nmtandi:mstrysafetyptacticesardcalledforf\mdanmtal

Ve &

_dm)gesmavoidﬁxuneaccidents So the utilities are setting
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Chairman Herry M. Jackson, D-Wash., Sen. J. Bermett Jolmstun,
D.-La., and others want to mandate an interim storage facility ’
that would last 50 to 100 years. In the meantime, their bill "= - .
(S 685) directs the government to deal with the problems that 3
have prevented permament underground storage, such as how to ‘
isolate the wastes for hundreds of years and how to convince
a state to provide the storage site. But Sen. Gary Hart,
D-Colo., who heads a rnuclear parel for the Envirorment and
Public Works Committee, wants an earlier deadline for permanent
underground storage. If no such srorage were available by
1985, the bill would require the generating capacity of opera-
t:ingreacmrst:obereducedbympercmtaye?r.wimall

reactors closed down by 1995.
And there is the problem of evacuation--Bailly Alliance states that it
would put two ;rnjor industrial regions of the state, Gary-Calumet and
South Bend-Goshen-Elkhart, in the path of a potential accident at the
Bailly plant. Such an accident would kill over 3,300 persons, injure
hS.OOOaﬂleadtth,(DOcmcersoverthenextseveralyears. There

are 300,000 people living within the 10 mile radius (WNRC's new Emer-
gency Plamin, Zone radius) and up to 750,000 people within a 25-mile

4“. p

radius. Bethlehem Steel has over 8,000 employees next to the Bailly
site, and one of the two bottleneck mll entrances is the only access

to Bailly. Mmy thousands of jeople visit the Indiana Dunes Nationzl
Lakeshore each year next to the site and the Indiana Dunes State Park
less than 3 miles away. U.S. 12 nearly all 2 lane,is the only road

servicing the Lakeshore area between Cary's Mller area and Michigan
City.
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Thus, 1 am proposing that we do not need Bailly Nuclear YNo. I in the
heavily populated area around Bethlehem and Chesu:rtsn Indiana. In-
stead, we need to be pursuing other alternative forms of enexrgy much
more realistic 1ly and with post-haste. I'm prujosing that Solar
Energy be more efficiently used in existing systems as noted by

Dr. Barry Corroner. Cogeneration, the joint » oduction of heat and
electricity, uses that heat for neighboring buildines, thereby boosting
the plant's operating efficiency. Power plants can be built with oo-
generators. It can begin to go solar by putting sclar collectors on
the roofs of houses, feed the hezst into the district heating system,
using less fuel. New breakthroughs are being made every day in solar
energy to make it more feasible. Put our sunshine to work.and store

it for futwre use too. Use gasohol that can be made from cull potatoes,

off-orade rolasses, and "grain screenings' with "'distressed grain,"

which are being sold on the waste or low-grade market. Or from cellu-

lose from crop byrroducts, sawdust, trash mnd paper pulp into glucose,
which can then be distilled into alecohol, which would not affect our
food supuly. Rep. Floyd Fi_ian, D., IN, stated "I think the pre-oil

and pro-ruclear bias in the Department of BEuergy has been intolerable.

I don't say they're in bed with the oil and muclear people, it's just
that their mindset comes from those im!ustrLesfl He notes that the
nation has a potential armmal capacity for producing 7 billion gallons
of alcohol fuel from grain, including 115 million pallons of alcohol
that could have been produced last year from 19 million acres of crop-

land on vhich the goverrment paid farmers to grow nothing.

Coal and o0il can be used rore to a certain degree. I commend thx
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government's action to develop the tight sands basins for oil from
shale in the west and midwest. And, of course, there is wood which
is renewable, wholesome and abundant, and David M. Smith, Professor

of Silviculture at Yale University School of Forestry and Erviron-

mental Studies stated '"The most irportunt way of using wood for energy i
is as a structural material." ,
Thus, I conclude that nuclear enervy has proven to be an environmental
bust for us. Let us then gn on to other forms of enerpy and know that
all of us will be safer, healthier and richer by using other forms of
energy and conserving. There are many ways to conserve and it behooves

all of us to find and practice those ways:?[




[ Voice of ThefPeopleT

““To build the Bailly Nuclear Plant would”

be sheer madness,”” Russell Peterson,
pre: .dent oi the National Audubon Soci~ty,
recently stated. Peterson also served on
the President’s Commission to study the
Three Mile island accident. miwde

* The Bailly site is the only nuclear plant
site in the nation to fail all of the new siting
guidehines (based on population density)
proposed by the Nuclur Regulatory
Commission

* If a core meltdown accident occurred
at Bailly, many thousands of people would
be killed. This 1s according to accident
studies done by the NRC and others. An
area the size of Pennsylvania would be
contaminated with deadly, long-lasting
radioactive pollutants.

* Bailly would be only the second nuke in
the U.S. built on a foundation of ‘pilings’.
These pilings will not even reach bedrock.

* Seven major oil storage tanks with a
capacity of more than 30 mill:on gollons
and two natural gas pipelines lie

dangerously close. One of the oil tanks is

.only 300 feet from the reacter site. The
ppelines are 150 and 200 feet away. The
NRC tas« force recommends these should
be at least one half mile away.

* The Bailly site s only 1000 feet from
Bethlenhem Steel’s Burns Harbor mill and
15 adjacent to the Indiana Dunes National
Lakeshore A N

* Bailly would routinely release
radioactive materials into the en-
vircnment. Nuclear plants are also

plagued by radioactive ‘leaks’. The danger
of this ‘low-level’ radiation is that the
malerial gets into our water, air and food
and from there into our bodies. Scientists
say this will lead to a marked increase in
cancers, birth defects and other illnesses.

* Radicactive wastes from Bailly will be
stored at the site (next to the Dunes and
Lake Michigan) until someplace else is
found to dump it

* If there were no alternative sources of
energy economically available, we might

we willing to accept all of these grave
effects of nuclear power in Indiana
Fortunately for us, economical allcr
natives do exist.

* On March 8, the New York Times
pointed out that coal! fired plants are
cheaper. Unlike uranium, we do have
abundant coal resources in this country.
The New York Times article also talked
about the huge amounts.of our tax me#y
that goes to subsidize the nuclear industry
(over $961 million proposed for next y=ar .

* The Bailly plant will cost at least $1.1
trilion to build. Add to that the cost of
handling radiactive wastes, unknown
health costs, the ce ! of decommissioning
the radioactive plant once it is oh:olete
and you see that Bailly will end up cest:
us a loi of mone;

* GE and Westmghouse say they will
have photovoltaic cells (convert sunlight
directly into electricity) that are com-
petitive in price with any other electricity
source within six years>s

* By being more efficient we could use
%0% less energy by the year 2000. Con-
servation is the cheapest, safest and least
disruptive energy source immediately
available, according to Harvard resear-
chers and many others.

* We do not need the Bailly nuclear
plant. It would be unsafe, unhealthy and
very cosdy. Let's keep Indiana non-

. radioactive. With our help, Indiana can be

the ‘'safe energy state’. .
Anna Grabowski

-ty

, TWO CARS DAMAGED~

IN PARKING CRASH

Two cars received minor damage in a
collision in the Big T parking lot at 801
Broadway in Chesterton Saturday af-
ternoon, according to a Chesterton police
report.

Susan Bodnar of Phoenix, Arnzona, and
Lynn Aaron of 615 N. Calumet, Chesterton,
were backing out of parking spaces op-
posite each other and collided, police said
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We believ2 citizens . of . Northwestern
_Inciana should support the’ effort to stop
construction of Bailly Nuclear 1 because
we believe in the long run this plant will be
bad for th= economy of our area. ‘

We don’t know what:the motives avre of
those for or against building Bijlly
Nuclear 1, and we don’t accept a con-
spiracy theory applied against either side.

It is unlikely that environmentalists
across the country: have conspired to
weaken American industry and make this
country a “third rate power,” ‘as a
proponent of Bailly Nuclear 1 told us/

Likewise, it is unlikely that™ plant
managers are in a conspiracy with in-
vestors to make a short term orofit and
place an industry in jeopardy_.:_l?.y not
keeping p with new technology:: 4" 4"

Bailly Nuclear 1 would be an economic
disaster. Any hint of trouble at the nuclear
plant or even a false alarm could resuit in
millions of dollars = of damage to
Bethlehem's Burns. Harbor plant. Ob-
viously there can be no sane evacuation
plan using two-lane U.S. 12, and there is no
place to put the radioactive waste from
any of {he country’s nuclear plants.

Bailly has been delayed the last 3':
years because of the building contractor’s

' Editorial
Help the economy! |
Support anti-Bailly rally .

s
-
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inability w0 pound foundation piles to
bedro-t ' is now estimated it will ¢ st
$1.1 bilion and it is not scheduled to be an
line until its design and eguiv:sient are L9
years oid. 3

The nuclear - industry tn general is
wrestling with the sa ne problems it wvas 20
years ago—salety, ‘vaste disposal, and
high costs of construction as well as fuel.
- What is needed is a return ‘o the old

_ fashion_inventive, creative thinking that

made this country strong. Steel mills in the
Calumet Region could produce all the
‘electricity needed by the mills and then
some by using *he heut that goes out the

-smokestacks, but utility rate structures |

5 make this process, called cogeneration,
‘economically unfeasible.
'} Jobs could be created by wse of Indiana

_icoal, and the by products of desulfuring

“this coal would be an asset to society and
'the economy ¢ :

'i By seeking alternatives to .nuciear
power, this area could be insured cheap
-electricity which would protect existing

. industry and provide incentive for new

industry which would creite jobs.

yWe say tell NIPSCO Saturday to stop
wasling our money and placing our lives
and jobs in jeopardy.

£
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esterton, IN 46304

Pakbin 1'SA 18,

Washington Project Manager

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Uranium Fuel Licensing Branch
Wwashington, D.C. 20555




