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MEMORNIDUM FOR: Chairman Palladino
Comissioner Gilinsky
Comissioner Bradford t, i,UG 0 51981 * 9

k u.s. g 7Commissioner Ahearne
2,

: FROM: William J. Dircks, Executive Director h
{f; for Operations s

l SUBJECT: CEILING PMlELS IN BROWfiS FERRY CONTROL ROOMS

This is in response to Comissioner Bradford's menorandun of July 14, 1981'
on the above subject. This memorandum asked whether TVA's schedule for
replaconent of the ceiling tile at Browns Ferry was acceptable to the staff
and that the basis supporting our decision be provided.

As stated in Comissioner Bradford's memorandum, TVA comitted (in their letter
of May 22, 1981) to replace the existing suspended ceiling tile with lighting
panels which are the same as those approved by the staff for Sequoyah.

We have been pursuing this matter through frequent discussions with TVA. TVA
advised us that they contacted 15 prospective vendors. The vendor selected
had the shortest delivery date. Because of the time required to fabricate .

the custo% designed system to the quality assurance and certification require-
cents, the best quoted delivery date is the week of September 28, 1981. TVA~
plans to start installation of the new lighting systen upon roccipt of the
raterials. This installation is not simply a r:atter of replacing ceiling panels.
The new grid system has to be installed to ecct seismic requirenents and
requires extensive rewiring. TVA estimates it will take approximately 6 weeks
to complete the control rooms. All panels will be replaced except for those
directly over the control consoles. TVA estimates these panels to comprise -

about 10-15% of the total ceiling space. For safety reasons, the latter will be '

replaced during the next outage of sufficient duration to effect the modifica-
tion; in no case, will this extend beyond the next refueling outages. Unit 3
is scheduled to be down for refueling from Septerber 1981 to January 1982, so
all panels will be replaced in this unit prior to startup. Unit 2 and 'Init 1

,

will be completed no later than July 1982 and May 1983 respectively. In
discussions with TVA management (L. Hills), the staff was assured that the
remaining ceiling tile replacements would be acconplished at the earliest
opportunity when the units would be down for 5 days.

While the schedule for replacement of the existing ceiling panels at Browns
| Ferry is not as soon as all of us would like to see, we have concluded that

TVA has nade all reasomble efforts to expedite delivery and installation.
Along with TVA, we have explored various alternatives. The existing ceiling
panels.cannot be removed and left out because they serve as the air plenum
diffusers and the glare from the non-diffused light might cause an operator
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difficulty in reading instruments on-the c-trol panels. . Until the new panels
,

| are installed, TVA has inplemented ewS o precautions to prevent a fire in the
control room and the operators ht,e been alerted to the potential problen and'

the need for prompt action if any unusual conditions are noted. Coupled
with these compensatory measures, we conclude that the proposed schedule for
replacement of the ceiling panels at Browns Ferry is reasonable and the:

best attainable and that continued operation does not present a hazard to-'

the public health and safety.

(Sig)V!illi2.m ).Dirckl,

William J. Dircks
Executive Director

for Operations
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~ . these compensatory measures.- we conclude th, t the proposed schedule for
rep. eccent of the ceiline! panels at Browns Fer is reasonable and the
best +tainable and that continued operation es not present a hazard to |;

the pub ic health and safety.'

Willian J. Dircks
Executive Director

,

for Operations!
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ROUTING AND TRANSMITTM SLIP
-

'

TO: (Name, office symbol, room number, initials Date
building, Agency / Post)

D. Eisenhut3,

2.

3.

4.

S.

Mion | File Note and Return
_

_pproval For Clearance Per Conversation

As Requested For Correction Prepare Reply -

Circulate For Your Information See Me
|

Comment investigate Signature-

Coordination Justify
<

REMARKS

l. Novak talked to Larry Mills who agreed'

TVA would make changes at earliest
opportunity (any outage greater than
5 days duration). ';ence to the effect~

has been added to :hird paragraph.
v

2. Addressees are per Cas ' request.
(example attached) Q

|

DO NOT use this form as a RECORD of approvals, concurrences, disposafs,
_ ,.plearances, and similar actions

FROM:(Na , r' . '/%f, Agency / Post) Room No.-Bldg.

/ 338

ooneyforDiqkClark! V. Phone No.
29787I

W 1-102 OPTIONAL FORM 41 (Rev. 7-76)
c u IN-11.206 #~tt

--m_. c.ovi v., m m.~aorr.cr in -.n.oies.

!
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ROUTING AND TRANSWTTAL SUP 7/ 22/ 81
.

TO: (Name, office symbol, room number, initials Date

building, Agency / Poet) Ni- h 7/22.
D ''h d 2

,,
,

w= & %~,
_

G ?;'p1 s' Lu^- Yf,1, fz
_

R. Pur01e - D. ' Eic:anhist Uh p
e W o @ 7/29

Action ' File Note and Return'

Approval For Clearance Per Conversation
As Requested For Correction Prepare Reply
Circulate For Your Information See Me
Comment investigate Signature
Coordination Justify,

REMARKS

W. J. Dircks.

GREEN TICKET NO.10681
Subject: CEILING PANELS IN BROWNS FERRY

CONTROL ROOM

i - 9$ % F h

bNy^.(A Ww&A
+s l.bh9VV7y <

.

DO NOT use this form as a RECORD of approvals, concurrences, disposals,
clearances, end similar actions

FROM:(Name, org, symbol. Agency / Post) Room No.-Bldg.
338

D. Clark - ORB #2 %,,, go,

29797
5041-102

OPTIONAL FORM 41 (Rev. 7-76)Prescribed b GsA
N"N *gn= cm .psusurrarmuno orrier iere-aao-se eia

#
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4.

S.

Action I File Note and Retum
'
; Approval For Clearance Per Conversation

As Requested For Correction Prepare Reply
Circulate For Your Information See Me
Comment investigate Signature
Coordination Justify
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DO NOT use this form as a RECORD of e.,provals, concurrences, disposals,
clearances, and similar actions

FROM:(Name, org. symbol, Agency / Post) Room No.-Bldg.
|

Phone No.

50s1-102
-
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|nitials Datebuilding, Agency / Post)

1. | m>=4 \ AY
3. uOnw / yi3. N , /

'

4. A /
/ V'

__

Action File Note and Retum
i

Approval For Clearance Per Conversation
As Requested For Correction Prepare Reply
Circulate For Your Information See Me

__

Comment - Investigate Signature
Coordination Justify

REMARKS
^
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DO NOT use this form as a RECORD o(ve4vf approv , concurrences, disposals,
clearances, and similar actions

FROM: (Name, org. symbol, Agency / Post) Room No.-Bldg.

.X t4 Phone No.

6041-102
OPTIONAL FORM 41 (Rev. 7-76)
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'*OTHER:

DESCRIPTION O LETTER O MEMO ' O REPORT O_OTHER SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS OR REMARKS .) %r
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