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AUG 0 3 1981

MEMORANDUM FOR: Chatfrman Palladino
Commissfoner Cilinsky
Commissioner Rradford
Commissioner Ahearne

FROM: William J. Dircks, Executive Director
for Operations

SUBJECT: CEILING PANELS IN BROWNS FERRY CONTROL ROOMS

This is in response to Commicsioner Bradford's memorandum of July 14, 1981
on the ahove subject. This memorandum asked whether TVYA's schedule for
replacement of the ceiling tile at Prowns Ferry was acceptable to the staff
and that the basis supporting our decisfon be provided.

As stated in Commissioner Rradford's meworandum, TVA comitted (in their letter
of May 22, 1981) to replace the existina suspended cefling tile with lighting
panels which are the same as those approved by the staff for Seguoyah.

We have been pursuing this matter through frequent discussfons with TVA. TVA
advised us that they contacted 15 prospective vendors. The vendor selected

had the shortest delivery date. Because of the time required to fabricate

the customedesiogned system to the quality assurance and certification require-
ments, the best quoted delivery date is the week of September 28, 1961, TVA
plans to start installation of the new lighting system upon receipt of the
materials. This installatfion is not simnly a matter of replacing ceiling nanels.
The new qrid system has to be installed to meet seismic requiremenis and
requires extensive rewirino. TVA estimates it will take approximately 5 weeks
to complete the control rooms. A1l panels will be replaced except for those
directly over the control consoles. TVA estimates thess panels to comprise
about 19-15% of the total ceiling space. For safety reasons, the latter wil) be
renlaced during the next outagce of sufficient duration to effect the modifica-
tion: in no case, will this extend beyond the next refueling outages. Unit 3

is scheduled to be down for refueling from Septorher 1981 to January 1982, so
all nanels will be replaced in this unit prior to startup. Unit 2 and 'nit 1
will be completed no later than July 1982 and May 1983 respectively. In
discussions with TVA management (L. Mills), the staff was assured that the
remaining ceiling tile replacements would be accomplished at the earliest
opportunity when the units would be down for 5 days.

¥hile the schedule for replacement of the existina ceiling panels at firowns
Ferry is not as soon as all of us would like to see, we have concluded that
TVA has made all reasonable efforts to expedite delivery and installation.
Alona with TVA, we have explored varfous alternatives. The existing ceiling
nanels cammot bhe removed and left out because they serve as the air plenunm
diffusers and the qlare from the non-diffused 1ioht miaht cause an operator
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difficulty in reading instruments on the co~trol panels.
are 1nsta1led TYA has fmplemented ex*. o precautions to prevent a fire in the
control room and the operators hi.e been alerted to the potential problem and

-?_-

the need for promnt action 1f any urusual conditions are noted,
with these compensatory measures, we conclude that the proposed schedule for
replacement of the ceiline panels at frowns Ferry is reasonable and the

hest attainahle and that continued operation does not present a hazard to
the public health and safety.

SECY
OPE

060

L o

Distribution:
Docket File

NRC PDR

Local PDR

EDO Reading

D. Eisenhut

R. Purple

J. Heltemes, AEOD
OELD

M. Bridgers, EDO

:cwn»WUL“lwcm

William J. Dircks
Executive Divector
for Operations

S. Hanauer

Mattson

T. Murley

Vollmer

B. Snyder-TMIPO

Fine - TCSB

Cavanaugh (EDo 10681

Program Support Staff, NRR

E. Hughes
M. Stine
S. Norris
. Clark

. Ippolito
. Novak

. Case
Denton
. Dircks
. Cornell
. Rehm
Stello
PPAS

<-|7<:::m—d—c;o
-

*See previous page for concurrences.
*DL :ORB#2

“DL:0ORB#2 *DE:CEB

RClark:pob RFerguson TIppolito TNovak
7/ /81

1/ /81 1/

*DL:AD:0R *DLSDepDir
RPdrple
7/ /8]

/81 1/ /81 7&/81

DEi enhut

Coupled

iinti] the new panels

........................................................................

................................

................................................

........................

........................

.........................

........................

NRC FORM 318 (10-80) NRCM 40

OFFICIAL RECORD CCPY




-2.

is reasonable and the
$ not nrresent a hazard to

repcanent of the cefling nanels at firowns Fe
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Novak talked to Larry Mills who agreed
TVA would make changes at earliest
opportunity (any outage greater than

5 days duration). A ence to the effect
has been added to hird paragraph.
Addressees are per Casels request.
(example attached) <:>
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