UM.TED STATES
NUCLEAR REJULATORY COMMISSION

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20555-0001

January 26, 1998

Mr. John R. Heine, President
Westlectric Castings, incorporated
2040 Camfield Avenue

<ity of Commerce. California 90040

SUBJECT: WRC INSPECTION REPORT 99901323/97-01 (NOTICE OF VIOLATION
AND NOTICE OF NONCO! "ORMANCE)

Dear Mr. Heine:

On November 17-19, 1997, the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commiss on (NRC) completed an
inspection at your Westlectric Castings, incorpor ated (Westiectnc), facility. The enciused repart
presents th e results of that inspection.

During this inspection, the *NRC inspectars note” ‘“at Westlectric personnel were knowledyeab'e
and competent ‘n the performance o ‘heir job functions. However, the NRC Inspectors found
that certaii of vour acti.ities appeared ‘0 be in viclation ¢ NRC requirements. Specifically,
although 10 CFR 21.21, "Notification of “ailure to comply or 2xistence of a defect 2nd its
evaluation," requires that each corporation rubject to Part 21 regulations adopt procedures o
ersire the evaluatiun and proper reporting of deviations and failures to comply is performed,
Westlectric did nct establish an adeouate procedure. This viclation is cited in the enclosr

Nc .ce of Violaiion (NCV), #nd the circt ms.ances sur/ounding the violation aie describe: - etail
in the erclosed report. Plza.2 r.ote that you are required to respond (o this letter and stio:dd
follow the instructions specified in the enclosed NOV when preparing your response. The NRC
will use your res .onse, in part, to determine whether further enforcement action is necessary o
ensure compliance with regulatory requirements.

In addition, the NRC inspectors found that the implementation of your quality assurance prograni
failed to meet ceriain NRC requirer=nis imposed o1 you by your custome-s. Specifically, the
insf ectors determined that compliance with 10 CFR Part £0, Appendi.: B, "Qualitv +=surance
Criteria *ar Nuclear Power Plants and Fuel Reproces:ing Plants,” was contractually imr.osed on
‘Westlectric n approximateiy 1993 by Prsific Pump (currently Ingersoll-Drecser Pump, Inc. (IDP)
and Bryon Jackson Pu np Division (BW/IP\. Although We=*ectric unconc itionally accepted the
quality assurance (QA) provisions of 10 CF.> Part 50. Appendix B, We .tlectric did no 3stablish
an adequate QA program to specificaily identify o- address ce.tain of the Appendix b ~rite.ia *at
were applicable to Westletric activities aficcting the quality of the components suppliea ‘ar
safety-related \.;e

These nonconformances are cited in the enclosed Notice of Nonconformance (NON), ari the
circumstances surrounding them are described in detail in the encicced report. You are
requested to respond to the nonconformances and should follow the instructic ‘s specified in the

encios.d N ON when preparing your response. ‘
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To receive a

Mr. J R. Heine 2 January 26, 1998

Given the extent of the concerns identi” 3d by the NRC i.spectors in ‘he encios 3d Inspection
Repont, the adequacy of the quality oversight functions for the spectrometer operations is
questionable. Therefore, you are also 1equested 1o resf nd regarding the review that
Westlectric has impiemented to ide*ify (1) whether your chemical analyses of nuclear
component castings hias been correctly performed, (2) whether th- specirometer operator
training was adequate, (3) whether the spectrometer correction factor practice was appropriate,
(4) whether any shipped casting's chemical analyses are questonable, and (5) w.hether
appropriate quality ve “ification activities had been performed to ansure the integrity of the
spectron.eter operations.

In accordance with 10 CFR 2.790 of the NRC's "Rules cf Practice " a copy of this 'etter and its
enclosures will be placed in the NRC's Public Document Room (PDR)

Sincerely,
Onginal sigried by Suzanne C Black

Suzanne C. Black. Chief
Quality Assurance, Vendor Inspection
and Maintenance Branch
Division of F.eactor Contro'~, *rd Human Facto:
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

Enclosures: 1. Notice of Violation
2. Notice of Nonconformance
3. Inspzction Report 293901322/87-01
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Mr. J R. Heine -2- January 26, 1998

Given the extent of the concerns identified by the NRC inspecturs in ' nciosed inspection
Report, <he adequacy of 1"¢ quality oversight functions for the spectrv . - operations is
questionable. Therefore you are also requested to respond regarding the review that
Westlectric has implemented to identify: (1) whether your chemical analyses of nuclear
component castings has been correctly performed, (2) whether t a spectrometer operaor
training was adequate, (3) whether the spectrometer correction factor praciice was appropriate,
(4) whether any shippea casting's chemical analyses are questionable, and () whether
appropriate quality verification activities had been performed to ensure the integrity of the
spectrometer operations.

in accordance with 10 CFR 2.790 of the NRC's “Rules of Practice," a copy of this letter and its
enclosures will be placed in the NRC's Public Document Room (PDR).

Sincerely,

g’?f;:{z T, ( Fls oA
Suzanne C. Black, Chief
Qualny Assurance, Vendor Inspection
and Maintenance Branch

Division of Reactor Controls and Human Factors
Cfice ~f Muclear Reactor Regulation

Docket No. 99901323
Enclosures: 1. Notice of Vioiation

2. Notica of Nonconformance
3. Inspection Report 99901323/97-01



