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I ,ELIMINARL NOTIFICATION >0F EVENT,OR UNUSUAL OCCURRENCE PN0-III-90-081Date F:bruary 9, 1990_jf ,'
*

,

b$This'preliminarynotification'constituQsEARLYLnoticeof-eventsofPOSSIBl.Esafetyorpublic
h interest significance.: 1The informhtion is as initially received without' verification or-
@ valuation',:andcis; basically ~allithat is known by the Region ~III staff on this date.

Facility:1 University of Wisconsin-- -Licensee Emergency:-
_ *m . Madison .

' Classification:- ;
' '

a Madison, Wisconsin Unusual Event-
.A

'

Alert-
.

1 License No. 48-09843-18 Site Area Emergency
General Emergency:''- i

_ x_ Not Applicable-

& ,

: Sutiject: -THERAPEUTIC MISADMINISTRATION
'

,

10n| February 8, 1990, the licensee reported that a 42-year old female-patient undergoing .

; treatment for vaginal-cancer received a dose of radiation 27% higher than that prescribed.. ;

The patient was tof receive aL total of.four 1620-rad exposures (two each to- the lef t and two '
Aiach to the right. side of the vaginal-cavity or a total of 3240 rads to each side) using a. :
:7-curie,. iridium-192 brachytherapy implant. The implant was inserted into the cavity via a

' Microselectior. device manufactured by Nucletron. The device is computer controlled.

0n February 7, 1990, during the second exposure to the right side, erroneous information~was-1

| 'usedlin the treatment distance data fed into the Nucletron device. This resulted in a' single-
,

C dose of 2500. rads to the right side of the cavity and a total to this side of 4120 rads'
versus :3240 rads prescribed. The m'; calculation was quickly discovered and a revised.

| prescription was administered to the left side.
!:The licensee- will. submit' a. written reput to Region III '(Chicago) within 15 days.

.

i,'Rcgion III wil1' send an inspector to the~ hospital to review the incident. An NRC medical' ,

! 'consultantialso will be contracted to determine the medical significance of the 'i

E1 misadministration.
i' ~

'

H:The State:of Wisconsin will be notified.

Region'III.was-first informed of the event at 10:00 a.m. (CST), February 8,.1990. This
ent as of ,12:15 p.m. (CST), Febru 9, 1990. j|:;information.1 j
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