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February 2,1990

PRELIMINARY NOTIFICATION OF EVENT OR UNUSUAL OCCURRENCE -- PN0-IV-90-06

This preliminary notification constitutes EARLY notice of events of POSSIBLE
safety or public interest significance. The information is as initially received +

without verification or evaluation, and is basically all that is known by the
Region IV staff on this date. ;

FACILITY: Houston Lighting & Power Company Licensee Emergency Classification:
South Texas Project, Unit 2 Notification of Unusual Event
Bay City. Texas Alert
Docket: 50-499 Site Area Emergency

General Emergency
X Not Applicable

SUBJECT: NOTIFICATION OF REACTOR TRIP

At 2:59 a.m. (CST) on February 2,1990. South Texas Project, Unit 2 (STP-2),
tripped from 100 percent reactor power when the "S" train reactor trip breaker
(Westinghouse Model DS 416) opened. The reason the breaker opened is not known
and is under investigation by the licensee. Systems functioned as expected after
the trip and STP-2 is stable in Mode 3 (hot standby). STP-2 experienced a
similar trip on April 14, 1989, when the "S" train reactor trip breaker opened
because of an undetermined reason. The licensee replaced both the "R" and "S"
train reactor trip breakers, and exchanged the "R" and "S" train logic circuit
cards, after the April trip. Licensee checks of security and maintenance records
after both trips indicated no one present in the vicinity of the reactor trip !

breakers and no maintenance or surveillance activity in progress which could have
caused the trips. The licensee's planned investigation includes conducting
thermographic inspection with comparison to baseline values from inspections
conducted last year, performance of a Westinghouse owner's group reactor breaker
test procedure, and contact with other utilities and Westinghouse for information
regarding possible similar occurrences at other plants. The licensee intends to
remain shut down in Mode 3 until investigation and appropriate resolution of the
problem are completed.

Neither the licensee nor the NRC plans to issue a press release. '

The state of Texas has been informed.

Region IV received notification of this occurrence by telecon from the
headquarters operations officer at 4 a.m. (CST) and an update regarding-planned
investigative action from the licensee at 10 a.m. Region IV has informed the EDO
and NRR offices.

This information has been confirmed with a licensee representative.

CONTACT: E. Holler, FTS 728-8287
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Name Address _NRC Office Receiving PN

NRCRM AE0DPN AE0D(PattyWilson)
NRCRM- ROABPN AE0D

'

ASLAP(Displayw(ConnieSchum)
NRCRMP ASLAPDW riter/PC)
1NRC1718 CARRPN Chairman Carr
INRC1718 CURTISPN. Comissioner Curtiss (Gigi Rammling)
INRC0708 OEPN Enforcement (Betty Summers) ",
INRC1718: EDOPN Executive Director for Operations (Doris Day)

'

1NRC1516 OGCPN General Counsel (Dianna Papini)
INRC1718 GRIGGS Governmental & Public Affairs (Dianne Griggs) ,

~1NRC1718 OCAPN GPA: Congressional Affairs (Janice Hester) .l
INRCO2 OPAPN GPA:Public Affairs (Gladys Ordaz) '

1NRC0304- SLIPN GPA: State / Local Indian Tribes Program (Kath Kerr).
NRCRMP OIGDW Inspector General (Displaywriter/PC) j
NRCRMP DEBOSE IRM (Dick Hartfield) i

1NRC0304 NMSSPN Nuclear Material Safety & Safeguards (Pat Graaf) 1

Nuclear Reactor Regulation (Donns Berean) y Jenkins)
Nuclear Material Safety & Safeguards (CathINRC0506 NMSSPN

INRC1112 NRRPN
NRCRES RESPN Research (Poula Dorm)

!
NRCRI RIPN Region I1

NRCRII. RIIPN Region II
NRCRIII. RIIIPN Region III

L NRCRIV RIVPN Region IV
NRCRV RVPN- Region V

* Does.not include non-NRC locations (labs, utilities)
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