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Mr. 3. J. Chilk
Secretary of the Coasission
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Consistion
WetMington, D.C.j 20$$$

i

ATTENTION: Dookoting and Servloe Branch
i

CO MENT DN PROPOSED RULE - -

10CFR PART 71 . TRANSPORfATION REGULATION 31 COMPATIBILITY
WITH THE !!(TERNATIONAL ATOMIC ENERGY A0ENCY (IAEA) $3FR21550

'

(JUNE 8, 1988) )

Dear Mr. Chilk:

The Nuclear Regulatory Consission (NRO) and the Department of Transportation
(DOT) have proposed to amend their regulations concerning packaging and trans- r

portation of radioactive asterials, to make those regulations compatible with
regulations of the International Atonio Energy Agency (IAEA). Moth NRO and
DOT have stated that the intended effect of these rulemaking procedures is to '

increase the level of safety relative to the transportation of radioactive
materials, and to facilitate international commerce in those asterials.

t
Carolina Power & Light Company (CP&L) has reviewed the draft comments of the
Edison Electrio Instituto UWASTE/NUMARC Task Force on the proposed rule and

,

endorses the comments provided therein. CP&L hereby subsits the following '

specirlo comments on the proposed revision to 10CFR71 as published in the
Jano 8,1988 Federal Romister ($3FR21550).

|PREAMBLE:

?irst paso of Preamble. Column 3. Second earmaraphi Additional Accident Test
toautrements:

NRO states that existing osaks that will not be used for international *

transport say continue to be used domestically without having to meet the deep
immersion criteria. CP&L recommends that this exception be included in 71.61.

!
First paae of Preamble. Column 3. Third paraareen: Additional Accident Test n . . .
Recuiremente

NR states that if package design is not used internationally and n'o'further
packages will be fabricated after a spoeific date, no effort to satisfy the -
new crush test standard would be necessary. CP&L reocamends that this

,

exception be included in 71.61.
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,

Third base of Proaable, First Coluan.. First full paraarapht AdditionalAc_cicent Test peoutrecente:
-

*

NR0 aske industry to consent on whether industry shares NRO views that 2xai la
ieasier to use than IAEA 1R at 3 seters. If, as NRO contends, 21A1 is

equivalent to 1R at 3 seters, why not give industry the option of using either
In some cases the 1R at 3 meters may prove tapractical to use, but this

one. i' '

should not be the sole justification for disallowing the use altogether.
recommends including both for use in the rule. CP&L

'

*

Fourth Paae of Preamble. Third deluan, f ten 11:
Type aB" Pacugs Additional Recu1 resents _fo_r

!

The statement referenetr4 'No significant increase * in external radiation la
not specific andiroquires interpretation by individual inspectors. CP&L
receanends that the value used by the IAEA be incorporated into Section

'

71.51(a)(1), i.e., that 'a 201 increase constitutes no significant increase.' t

Sootton 11.tt De finitione t

The exclusive use definition should be the same as DOT's cefinition.CP&L
recommends that NRO adopt the definition in 49CFA173 403 for exclusive use.

Segtio* 71.52: treeptions for Low-Spectrio.Aetivity (LSA) Paeknaes:__

*

The exemption in 71.$1(b) expires after one year. CP&L recommenda that NRO !place an exemptisn in 71.$1 that will allow those caska, now designated as
being for use with %'4ATER THAN TYPE A QUANTITIES OF RADICACTIVE MATERIAL,'
to be used for two years after the effective date of the rule or untia each. ',
time as newer caske beoose available. Theses casks are those that have NRCcertificate of compliance and are identified as ' TYPE A RAWASTE SHIPPING
CASK' with a unique ID number, i.e. (USA)/XIII/( A).

CP&L appreciates the opportunity to consent on the proposed rule chan6e.
Sheuld you have any queettons with regard to these comments, please contact
Mr. Jim Presley at (919) 546-6132.

t

Yours very truly,

a4 Ceuer G m-
L. 1. Loflin

Manager i,_

Nuclear Licensing Section

JCP/soo

oct Mr. S. D. Ebneter*
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