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January 22, 1990
,

i

Secretary

L U.S. Nuclear Pegulatory Commission
Washington, D.C. 20555

.

Attnt- Docketing & Service Pranch

Peft Notice of NRC Proposed Rule Making: ' ASNT Certification of Industrial
Radiographers

The Arkansas Padiation Control program offers the following comments on the
proposed rule making.

. A few years ago, many of the Agreement States encouraged the NRC to pursue
rule making relative to industrial radiography, When that rule making did not
occur, the State of Texas took the initiative to , stablish a comprehensive set
.of regulations to address several concerns noted with this use of radioactive
material. These regulations included a testing /certificatice program, but

i

; also focused on other safety issues. While the evaluation of the Texas ;

program-is preliminary, there is strong suggestion that it is reducing ,'
'

exposures. It also appears that a certification program alone is not the

|' paramount reason for exposure reduction. A discussion of these points is
'

contained in a letter to Pr. Hrrold Denton, Director of the NRC's of fice of
Government and Public Af fairs from Mr. Dave Lacker, Director of the Texas i

|
Bureau of Radiation Control, dated January 9,1990.
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While the NRC's proposed rule on certification signifies rekindled intereg,py,
i: the NRC in radiography regulations, it f alls f ar short of what may be needed ,g,
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to increase radiation safety in the industry, and worse, may actually divert
attention from more pertinent safety issues. We concur with the position of.
the State of Texas as described in Mr. Lacker's letter to Pr, Denton and urge
-the Commission to reconsider the proposed rule.

' Finally, we reitetate a statement made in the letter from the Organization of

L Agreement States to Chairman Carr, dated November 16, 1989. Tules that are to
'

become matters of compatibility for the states should be developed in close ,
,

cooperation with the states through some type of joint rule making ef fort.
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This is particularly true for radiooraphy in that as the Agreement States have
the concentration of radiograpty licensees, .we have developed the commensurate
IcVel of reculatory experience. The expertise derived from this experience
should be utilized.

S!ncerely,

., 0 9- . D. .q.__

,

Creta J. Dieus,- Director
Division of Radiation contro) & Eperoency Management
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ect 'Carlton Kammerer
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