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Mr. Lando W. Zech !

Chairman i
'Nuclear Regulatory Commission

1717 H Street, N.W.
i Washington, DC 20555
l .

, Dear Mr. Zech:
;

L .I am writing to protest a proposal by the Nuclear Regulatory
3

Commission to permanently dispose of some 10 million cubic feet of
low-level waste inside the city limits of the City of West Chicago,

(' Illinois. I have been contacted by Mayor A. Eugene Rennels of the City
.

'

of West Chicago and by the DuPage County Board, who strenuously object :

I to this. plan. Please be apprised that I was born and raised in West t

L Chicago. 'I know the subject site very well. When I was a boy in that i

! city, the Lindsay Light & Chemical Company was on that site. Unfortun- {
l ately,1the site is in a residential area and only a few blocks from the ;

West Chicago Community High School. I cannot believe that some 10
million cubic feet of low-level waste should be allowed to remain ,

'
' permanently:at that site.

Safety and local concerns, not cost, must dominate the decision-
making process.' I believe that the NRC has been motivated primarily by
a desire to cut costs at the expense of the welfare of the City of West
Chicago.- I also believe that whatever cost savings the NRC might enjoy
would be more than offset by the economic losses to the City of West
-Chicago, which would include $12 million in commercial development, 250'

new permament jobs, and $355,000 per year in local taxes that must be
foregone if the waste is permanently stored at its present site.

I would like to know the NRC's own position on this issue. In
.particular, I would like to know what thought is being given to alter- :

natives to disposal in West Chicago, and why these alternatives are not .

being taken more seriously. I would also like to know what the NRC
sees as being the deciding factors behind its proposal. Finally, I
would like to know why this action cannot be postponed until the
' Illinois low-level radioactive waste compact site is opened in 1993.

I will be awaiting your timely and informative reply. Until then,
thank you for your assistance.

Very y yours,

9001290021 871130
FDR ADOCK 04002061
C PDC Harris W. Fawe .C. *
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Tie City o West Clicado BEP 281987

il 1 imit e m o
September 16, 1987

Congressman Harris Fawell
911 North Elm Street
Hinsdale, IL 60521 ,

_ DearCongressy well

' Enclosed is a copy of a letter recently sent to Governor Thompson.

We would greatly appreciate your assistance and support in requesting
the Governor to permanently resolve this problem by assuring this
radioactive material is located or co-located at the Central Midwest
Compact Site.

Very truly yours,

A///(
A. Eugene Rennels
Mayor

Att.

i
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. Dept cn.bor 9, 1907

c.y

' Thn llenorab.1e James R. Thempton,.
!' Covernor, The Stato of 1131noin

207:Statn llouce
!:priunfiold, Ib 62706

,,

Dt'ar Governor:

For.more than a decado the City of West Chicago and the various
Mtor.ncy Conorals of the Stato of 3111noin have bocn fjghting one of
the vtnte's, if not the nation's, largest low-level radioactive wasto

, probicmn.

LLocated.on 43 acres in the middlo of the City of West. Chicago is
approniinately nino (9) million cubic foot of low-level radicactive
wasto.- The permanent dicpocal of thin material has been the subject
of< continuing advercarial action and litigation involving state-

. agencies,Tthe City, Morr McGoo Chemical Corp.,.and the U. S. Nuclear
Itc9ulatory Commission.

Tho major portion of t.his material has bocn deemed te e by-product
material an defined in Gection 11o(2) of the litomic Limrgy lict at
amenled by;the Uranium Mill Tailings Radiation control lict of
. (Uttri:ct ) .

Thn ~ U. S. Nuclear Hegulatory Commission has now propocod (NUREG0904.
Supp 1: June 1907) _to allow permanent disposal of the matcrial on 27+-
'acron o f t he d ') jn the middle of a densely populated renidential com-.

esi cial afi a in Unnt Chicago. The mat.erial ic to bn placed into an
abvve-grado disposal ce31 40' high currounded by a high cocurity3

( fonen nnd. radioactive warning cigns with a maintenance, monitoring
and surveillance system for 1000 years. NRC propococ that Kerr McGee
bo; responsible for the first 25 years of the MMS nyntom. Tit the end

' of that . t jine period their license will be terminated and the federal.

'
. government will assumo. ownership and be responsibic for the next.

-975. yearn'of MMS. This decision is predicated totally on lower coct
tn F,crr McGoo Chemical.

.
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1 hnvn dinconned thiri problem with Dr. Terry Lanh, !)iroctor, Illinojn
'

li"p,rt onnt of Nucicar Sa fety and rnembern of hin - cta f f. I havn alro
reviound-the nituation with Clark Dullard,. Chairman, Cent ral Midwent.

1nternt.ato Low-1.ovel Radioactj ve Wa:.te Con.mincion.

J 1. in t helr, concencus t. hat thio rnatorial chould be -locatod at the
Central Miducct Compact cito. In addition to the Wcat Chicago cito

,

nnt iaeot ing. nt ato requirementa for disposal of t.his material,- the ,

di nposal of t hin'Inatorial 'at the compact ' cito would gua: not ce an
inmmliat o high- degree of financial return to the et at o, in additic.n
_ thin volumn would accure the, colected developnr/oporat o - of t he c3 to"

focovm y of _ a nubstantial portion of his capital inventrient.
'

P

in: aihti t lon_ t o the benofit 'to the ctoto, our Economic Development
Dirtetor, in collaboration with a local developer,.hac deterinined Yi
that by moving thic material out of Woct Chicago cad rolt. acing the i

27 aeos t o unrentricted uco a conunercial development could Lo located
on tho r .i I e . The estimated conntruction coct, in 1987 dollaro, ic !
112,000,000.00. Thic developrnent would concrate ' 250 new permanent ?

jobn-and return $355,000.00 por year to tho-local taxing.bodioc. ,,

An dincusned with Dr. Lash, in order to locate thic material on the
nit o ntas ting in 1993, the agronment betwoon the State of Illinoic and t

t.he !!uclear itegulatory Commiccion vould need to be atacuded to j ncor-
. _

,

pojate the aut.hority for tho ctat.c to accumo Sec. 12c(2) by-product
.

regulatory jurisdiction.- -

Accordingly, and on behalf of the residente of Wont Chicago, we re-
proctfully roquest your accictanco in the matter by-your requenting
that tbo Aqrnement Stato ctatus bo amonded to include'Stato of

,

111tunin Foguintory Authority for all of the materini prorontly under j
tJite l i e n n n n at the clooed Korr McGeo facility in'Wont Chicago.

i
l'or.poe t f u l l y yourc ,

"Tl!!! CITY Ol' Wl;DT CllICAGO

w s..wn m.wwc4(
'" y.- o.. .. ,

A. 1:ugene Rennelc
' !!ayor

jq *

,

cc: .Dr. Terry Lach, Director, Illinoic Dept. 1uclear Safety
Mr. Clark Dullard, Chairman, ;

'Contral Midwest LLRW Compact Commiscion
itopronent at.ivo Dona]d !!oncel
Senat or Doric l'arpiel

4
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RESOLUTION
P EX-0069-87
7

OPPOSING PERMANENT SITING OF
(' RADIOACTIVE WASTE IN DUPAGE COUNTY
G

WHEREAS, 10 million cubic feet of radioactive waste was
generated and left undisposed in the City of West Chicago on
a 27-acre site bounded by a residential and factory area;
and

WHEREAS, the Nuclear Regulatory Commission now proposes
to permanently dispose of this waste by burying it on this
parcel in the City of West Chicago, and to implement a
1000-year monitoring programs and

WHEREAS, disposal of the radioactive waste on this site
would make the City of West Chicago and the County of DuPage
the home of the second largest radioactive waste site in the
nation.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the members, of the I
DuPage County Board that we join with the City of West
Chicago in asserting that it would not be in the best '

interests of the health, welfare and safety of the citizens *

of the County of DuPage to locate this hazardous waste site
in the County, and that siting of the radioactive waste in
the County of DuPage could seriously affect the economic
development of the County; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission be urged to dispose of this radioactive waste at
one of its alternate locations, including the Illinois low
level radioactive waste compact site scheduled to open in r

1993; which will not be as adversely affected by disposal of
this wastes and

,

[
'

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the County Clerk of DuPage
I County send a certified copy of this Resolution upon its
!

-

adoption to each of the following:

L President Ronald R. Reagan
2100 Pennsylvania Avenue, Washington D.C. 20515

| Hon. Henry J. Hyde
| 2104 Rayburn, Washington, D.C. 20515

Hon. Farris W. Fawell
Cannon House Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20515

Hon. J. Dennis Hastert
515 Cannon HOB, Washington, D.C. 20515 '

Governor James R. Thompson !
State Capitol, Springfield, IL 62706

|

i
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Mayor Eugene Rennels
City of West Chicago
475 Main Street |

West Chicago, IL 60185 !

and to Jack T. Knuepfer, Chairman, DuPage County Board.
;

Approved and adopted this 29th day of September '

,

1987 at Wheaton, Illinois.
,

J T. Knuepfer, @/ airman ,

C .,nty ard V
|

ATTEST:
Ga'ry A. ng

'

County erk

,

L

Ayes: 19
Absent: 6 :

;
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