
# P8/ %'c,
,

UNITE D STATES
!.\ '% NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION, , . ,

. ,{ j wAsmNotoN.o c. rom

\ . .s.**/ January IV, 1990

( Docket No. 50-289

Mr. Henry D. Hukill, Vice President
ard Director - THI-1

GPU Nuclear Corporation
P. O. Bcx 480
Middletown, Pennsylvar.ia 17057

Dear Mr. Fukill:

SUBJECT: SCOPE Of THI-100hDIT10ll 0F OPERATION 1(b) (TAC NO. 40300)

Yct.r letter dated August 30, 1989 eddressed GPU Nuclear Corporation's under.
stending of the scope of Condition of Operatiun 1(b) irr, posed by the liFC staff

| cn TV.1 16t the tir.e of restart in Octo>er 1985. This condition states that
| TMI-1 solid waste handling capabilities shall not be relied upon for the

decentan.ir.ation or restoration of TMI-2. Your letter also advised us of!

! certeiri plar.ned activitits that would involve use of TMl-1 facilities to
process n.attrial contaminated at TMI-2. These activities weuld include use of
thr Ti'l-1 labcratory to analyze TMI-2 samples, use of tools and instruments
hcving resicual conterririation from TMI-2 at TMI-1, use of common shipping
containers for radicactive waste from both units and consolidation of
deconten.iraation f acilities.

As ncted it. > cur letter, ir.nposition of Condition of Operation 1(b) resulted
from the Corrissien-ordered restart proceedings for TMI-1 before the Atomic
SefetyardLicensingBoard(ASLB). The ALSB had concerns regarding reliance upon
THI-1 solid weste handling systems and facilities in the decontaniination or
iestoration of TMI-2 and the possible impact that such reliance might have on

! cafe operation of TMI-1. The ASLG therefore required the subject condition
as a continuing requirement for restart and operation of THI-1. While the
corditien ir. question was irposed as a requirement for restart and operation,
the TMl-1 operatino license was not arnended beceuse the restart proceeding cid
not involve an application to amend the license.

We have reviewea your August 30, 1989 letter in the context of the ASLB hearing
record and the Board's concerns. The ASLB wes directed by the Consnission to
consider the potential effect of operations r.ecessary to decontaminate THI-2 on
the safe operation of TMI-1 as well as potential interacticn between the two
units. During the proceedings, GPU Nuclear Corporation was required to demon-
strate the adequacy of the waste handling capabilities at the TMI site and to
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provide separation of radioactive liquid transfer lines, fuel handling areas, ;

ventilation systems and sample lines between the two units. The ASLB finding ;

'

(14 NRC 1211, 1427) statesthat"[p]otentialeffectsofUnit2activitieson
Unit 1 operation could arise either from a failure to maintain the Unit 0 reactor .'

. in a safe condition or from a radioactive release associated with the decontami-
l nation or restoration activities." Although the Board found that the waste
i handling capabilities at both units were adequate, certain issues regarding :

| solidification of THI-2 solid waste had not been finalized at that time as s

| discussed in your letter. The Board therefore requested the subject condition !

dealing with solid waste only.
,

Our review of the basis for the subject condition of operation found nothing -

that would preclude the types of activities discussed in your August 30, 1989 <

1etter. Therefore, the staff agrees with GPU Nuclear's understanding of
Condition of Operation 1(b) as stated in your letter. :

Sincerely.i

[

% . Dir e orR
'

-even A. trga,

Division of Reactor ects 1/11
Office of fluclear Reat r Regulation

cc: See next page '
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Mr. Henry D. Hukill Three Mile Island Nuclear Station,, .

GPU Nuclear Corporation Unit No I

cc:

G. Broughton Francis 1. Young
O&M Director, TMI-1 Senior Resident Inspector (TMI-1)
GPU Nuclear Corporation U.S.N.R.C.
Post Office Box 480 Post Office Box 311Middletown, Pennsylvania 17057 Middletown, Pennsylvania 17057

Richard J. McGoey
Manager, PWR Licensing Regional Administrator, Region I
GPU Nuclear Corporation U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
100 Interpace Parkway 475 Allendale Road
Parsippany, New Jersey 07054 King of Prussia, Pennsylvania 19406

C. W. Smyth Robert B. Borsum
TM1-1 Licensing Manager Babcock & Wilcox
GPU Nuclear Corporation Nuclear Power Generation Division *
Post Office Box 480 Suite 525
Middletown, Pennsylvania 17057 1700 Rockville Pike

Rockville, Maryland 20852

Ernest L. Blake, Jr. , Esq. Governor's Office of State Planning '

Shaw, Pittman, Potts & Trowbridge and Development
2300 N Street, N.W. ATTN: Coordinator, Pennsylvania
Washington, D.C. 20037 State Clearinghouse

Post Office Box 1323
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17120

Sally S. Klein, Chairman Thomas M. Gerusky, Director
Dauphin County Commissioner Bureau of Radiation ProtectionDauphin County Courthouse Pennsylvania Department of
Front and Market Streets Environmental ResourcesHarrisburg, Pennsylvania 17120 Post Office Box 2063 '

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17120

Kenneth E. Witmer, Chairman
Board of Supervisors
of Londonderry Township

25 Roslyn Road
Eilzabethtown, PA 17022

i



_. _ . . . . . ._

ggi
'

~p

[ DATED: JANUARY 10, 1.990

DISTRIBUTION

Docket File
NRC & Local PDR
Plant File
T. Murley
J. Partlow
S. Varga (14E4)
B. Boger (14A2)
J. Stolz
S. Norris
R. Hernan
OGC
D.Hagan(MNBB3302)
E. Jorcian (MNBB 3302)
G. H111(4 (P1-137)
W. Jones P-130A)
J. Calvo 11F23)
ACRS (10)
GPA/PA
ARM /LFMB

-

I



!
~

. ..

.

DATED: JANUARY 10, 1990 I,

,

DISTRIBUTION

i Docket File
NRC & Local PDR
Plant File
T. Murley I

J. Partlow
-

S.Varga(14E4)
B. Boger (14A2)
J. Stolz
S. Norris ,

R. Hernan
OGC
D. Hagan (MNBB 3302)
E. Jordan (MNBB3302)

,

G. H111(4 (P1-137)
W. Jones P-130A)
J. Calvo 11F23)

,

*

ACRS (10) t

GPA/PA
ARM /LFMB

.

|

|

|
1



.
.

.

- . . ..

)
I

.. .

.

' Mr. H. D. Hukill 2 January 10, 1990,

provide separation of radioactive liquid transfer lines, fuel handling areas,
ventilation systems and sample lines between the two units. The ASLB finding
(14 NRC 1211, 1427) statesthat"[p]otentialeffectsofUnit2activitieson
Unit 1 operation could arise either from a failure to maintain the Unit 2 reactor
in a safe condition or from a radioactive release associated with the decontami.
nation or restoration activities." Although the Board found that the waste
handling capabilities at both units were adequate, certain issues regarding
solidification of TMI.2 solid waste had not been finalized at that time as ,

discussed in your letter. The Board therefore requested the subject condition
dealing with solid waste only.

Our review of the basis for the subject condition of operation found nothing
that would preclude the types of activities discussed in your August 30, 1989
letter. Therefore, the staff agrees with GPU Nuclear's understanding of

, Condition of Operation 1(b) as stated in your letter.

Sincerely,

/s/

Steven A. Varga, Director
Division of Reactor Projects I/II ,

Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

L

cc: See next page

*see previous concurrence
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