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Dear Sir: \/,‘7:1 ’;'rgﬂ\‘”

Do you remember those exciting days st 3ekile Island (-arch 28, 1979)
to be exact? I do. I remember the great fear I had of a resdicictive wasteland
in the heart of our country. (Shades cf George Washingten!) I remerber the
compassicn I had and still have fer the people fzced with an invisible fce

ich still threatens them 2nd I read there has been a high infant mortality
rste -ince then.

I remerber the disorganization, the conflicting reports, on
Governor Thornberg's face 2 look of shock as though he's seen a ghost -
¥hether to evacuate or not--the hydrogen bubble --znd surely it was through
Divine intervention we were saved frecm our own igncrance.

No one has seen the reactor core, perhaps it's heating up again.
This accident is surely proof of Murphy's law that whatever can happen will
hepren. It reelly sounds just like a movie scenaric where perhaps our movie
actor presicent, Ronald Resgan is trying to win an /cademy /ward cver Rocert
fedford in the China Syrdrome. I sometimes wonder if he can distinguish
between fantasy and real life. What I can't understend is why ycu want to
replay the same pert in this dismal scenaric where everyone loses and no one
wants to finance or insure the muclear industry, least of all the customers!

Is this free snterprise? No. Is it cost-effective? Zmphatically no!
The clean-up costs are pheromenal not to mertion future lavs suits! 1Is it
dangerous? Deadly dengercus! Is it Covernment interference with private
industry? Yes, just what this administration is egainst. Is it putting
incustry on welfare? Yes, just what this administration is opposed to! Is
it inflationary? Very! Do we need it? Nc, studies show that the neec for
eleciricity is going down nationwice. Are there safer, clecner more cog*. :
efTact Ive %cms of energy Thzt will create more Jobe? Yes. Thare i’&{aeneratmn
power (See enclosures) gecthermal, sclar ponds, small hydre, tical, .ethancl,
ethanol and now hot water from the wvolcanic fields near Susanville, Califcrnia.
Many of these forms of energy sre beginning tc be established by reople like
our pioreser ancestors and others who don't live in the past. jigain, Califcrnia

is lesding the nation! Dsos
4
¥r. Hendrie. for Ged's sake let's avert the disaster thzt has not
Yet havpened! podgter ML G e //'
Sincerely - /) | @yener &"’3’
Conie_s_: Fark Hatfisld, ‘pprepriations
- Committee & memberw, Senazte Fernand St. Germain,Eanking, Finance
Janes hcClure, Energy & National & "rban :ffairs & merbers House
Resources & Committec members John Dingell, 2uergy % Commerce %
fobt. Dole, Finance % Comm‘ttee merbers - House
James Whitten, /prropristicns Don Fuqua, Science % Technolegy, House
Committee & members - House -an Roséenkcwski, ways & Means &
ommittee, House
687288é;10g588§g:?u wugﬁﬁm Gover-ument Cperaticns, Jack Erocks % Committee, House
“UEUEDR dnelor Prenilon.
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* He would harvest the sun for energy. vegemtion. The German scientists then
o gV produced four kinds of akchol, and
A  from thase aicohols they produced the synt ric rubber, al their high octane gas for
" thelr arplanes, all animal foods and plastics in general. Though full records are 1:eld
'bh_MnMdﬂb'm.mdmthrdandwhh
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How A Nuclear Power Plant Dies . . .

It starts to die the day it goes to work. As a suc-
cession of atomic fuel cores is inserted, used, and
extracted from the plant, the radiaiion Igvel in the
plant structure Regios to fise,

This is no accident, but a normal part of the
operation of the plant,,

Afrer approximatel, Q0 y-.:+, *he plant must be
closed. Every nuclear plant suffers the same fate.
It must be closed and sealed or dismantied.

And guarded. Because scientists estimate that
th isoned structure will be a threat for ar least
Q&if not much longer. These inoperable
piants cannot be dismantled and moved without
great expense and enormous risk of exposure to
surrounding areas, due to the thousands of tons of

steel and concrete permeated with intense levels of
radiation.

Sometimes the mothballing of a reactor isn'i so
casy. The Marcoule, France r r, which pro-
duced rlutonium for French nuclear weapons, was
shur down tep years  ago and placed ander guard.
But it has already deve!uped cracks aud is Jeaking
radiation. [t will have to be cismanrled covapletely
and entombed in concrete. Even then, the guatds
will have to stay, zlert for radiation.

With ouly a 30-year lifespan, the problem of
‘‘dead but dangerogs_",nndg_gr_ghms cannot be
put off unul later (Fifteen plantshin the U.S. have
already been closed, and their disposal is a major
problem today,

Where are nuclear plants located? The aiiswer is

simple: all over. Take a look ai this map provided
by the U. S. government . . .

NUCLEAR POWER REACTORS IN THE UNITED STATES

Nuciear Power Reactors
B8 Operating

A Being Built

® Planned
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breakthroughs req
to meet its goal and that ther s 20
need fov “draconian” Interference
by the government in the market.
Perhaps the greatest advantage, the
authors say, is that the report’s
flexible stoategy offers protection

the “surprise and uncertain-
ty” that ‘s expecied o dominate the
nation's energy future.

The study was carried out by

government’s primary solar re-
search installation, at the request of
John C. Sawhill, deputy ensrgy
mﬂm in the Carter admigtstra-

“This is the first government-
spoansored “tudy specifically related
t0 conservation and it is also the
first to look at botk conservation
and solar together,” said Karl Gaw-
e, a senior official ol the institute.

Frhe results indicate,” the
study said, “that it is pcssibie to
construct a plausible, practical and

economically attractive sequence

~ w a8
| 4 _years, the

econcmy - and consequently &
rapid increase in national lncome

- = by reducing national consmp

tion of energy by nearly 2§ perceat.

 Energy from renewabie resources

could supply 20 to 30 perceat of the
m-wgydemd."

The researchers coaciuded
that the equivalent of about 89
million barreis of oil a day, tue
current level of imports, could be
“produced™ in existing buildings
and those constructed in the next
30 years at cboul_ln_g the cost of

Mon., Mar. 16, 1981

rgy Use by 25%
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S.F. Sunday Examiner & Chronicle

| ‘g‘gt rgjgt_gicking up in wind
alternate energy

- ke e T 4 . s
By Maneo Dianda
N e & Examiner Correspondent
GREEN VALLEY, Solano County — Strong gusts of wind
that ‘blow up the Carquirez Strad and over the ridges
around Fairfield’ cast 3 strange spell on the PGLE meter At
B\l and Beuty Maher's ranci-ety'e house.
Each wme the Aahers swaich on a light ur heat up a room,
um “ 4 mete. eerly subuacts numbers.
The et i 8 Qquietly hummung windmull that
!Dmﬂ {eeg Ry N oulside the couple’s living room.
On a 'day When ihe winds ase blowing ab 25 mph. the
wigdmill's single. 11-{oot 004 wooden hlade churns up 10
alayatt w ﬁ elestnetty \hrough'a small generator al its

[t

“A lot of people move out here and complain ahout the
wind, but & never did bother me,~ says Bill Maher, a sott-
spoken, semivetired Valley contractor who has invested
£2.000 in the “Jacots Wind Machine,” manufactured Dy

Power Toweys Inc. of Preasant Hill
drove Mahen 10 have the windmill erected several
weeks 420, besides & desire ja cut soanng electric biils, was
the challeng > Y3
# wanted 10 prove something, to find out for myseif
the winds can be used! he sad.
Should he learn that they can Maher plans to have
another: windmill erected W power the irrgation pumps on
his -137-acre ranch. Operation of the pumps runs up @
monthty bill of 875 during the sumimer
J Aaher &8 among the f[urst dSolano County
remdents 10 lake windmuls seriously. he is not alone

Having long recognized the wind-whipped area petween

Fairfield «nd Benkia as 3 potenual hub of windmilk
energy. the Qty of Fairfield and PG&E now are
cautiously into the i cL

By the mud B month, the citys Sfoot
deraonstration windmill will take 20 to 26 mph winds and
use them to generale 25 kilowatt hours of electricnty
enough power 10 setve five homes The windmill perched
on the Red Top Dairy null just west of Interstate 80, overlooks
Cordelia Junction

Within five years Uf the demonstration project proves
successful, Fairfield mikht establish a windmil! farm that
could generate 10. megawatis of electricity. A megawail
equals 1,000 kiowans.

And PGLE. the & entual puret aser of that energy. this
summer will eract its own aemonstration windmill — a 200
toot model capable of producing 230 kilowatt hours i 27
mph winds. The windmill i to g0 0D @ smull section of the
LX0-acre ranch PG&E owns a few mies south of 180

Last Friday, PG&E announced it would huy electricity
from the biggest windmill farm in the worid 1o be huilt in
the area. The project calls for Windmil «td.. a 5an Francisco
firm, 10 build 148 wind turbine generdtors which in turn will
prooouce enough glectnciry for 130000 homes by 1984 It 8
also contemplated that energy from the project would be
used 10 power the State Water Project

The Fawrfield-Benucia ared s one of foyp”regions
dentified by the Calfornia Energy Commission as high
wind” centers. The others are the San Gorgonio Pass near
Paim Springs. Altamont Pass just east of Livermore and the
state’s southeastern ‘esert

Apr. 5, 1981

HARNESSING WINDS IN SOLAN
Bill Maher put in & windmiil to cut his bills
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More than $1 miullion has been ~pent DY the state on “wind
prospecung.  says L eon Vann, munager of the comil (810N
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Edison.
The experimental procedure depends on heat variations at

s . different levels o Rbe te electricity, said the
commission’s executive director, James Walker.
Eventually, state officials say, about 15 of the Salton

" ... Seain Riverside and Imperial counties be used to generate
about 600 me; watu of electricity, enough for a clty ot more

than balf a le. o
P But this smdy woul involve design of oaly a ﬂvc-mouwau
e Walker said. He said if the complete project 'was ever

Ve 223 sea walls would cut off the area invelved and generators
‘,,wouldbclocatedonthuhouamndtbopondm :

—
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Ma’i’éfpfe; uses for mankind

Harnessing the ocean’s wav

Chriscan '

LOS ANGELES--An ancient observa-
tion coupled with more recent—but
simple~~tecknology could generate a
new source of electricity from the
massive GDATEY in the world's

oceans.
The recontly patented ‘‘dam-atoll.”

lynesian navigators:' when waves ap-
roach & emall, ring-sheped island

as an atoll, they are naturally
bro&m.mm the center in spiral
N p - - -

feet in diameter and 60 feet high, and
concentrate the broad energy from the
surrounding ocean into a form of kinete
energy that could mors -en}ly be

ta ’

At the bottom of the tube would be the
key component and the omly moving
part, a turbine. The turbine would be
connected to a generator at the top of
the dome, which would in turn be
connected with onshore eleetrica:
and power other functions .28t Wirt and
Morrow have in mind for’ the dam-atoll.

One deme unit, the scientisty esti-
mate, could generate betwsen one and
two megawatts. In . they say, a
string of 500 to 1,000 situated in
oceans wx;:lda hizhhd:::eq of wave
antivity ¢ mate generating
capacity of Hoover Dam. ©* = m

onstruction costs might be three
times that of'a nuclear or coaj-burning

power plant when calculated for the net
cost of each kilowatt-hour. But with an
inexhaustible - supply—waves-—-the

scientists believe their proposal iy eco-
nomically sound. g
More important, electricity would nqt
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be the sole produet. Desalination equip-
ment atop the dome, with its pumps
powared the woyld be more
practical than the dlesel fuels being

unit draws water from
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pometimes-necessary
“erosion would need
Several years of development remain



