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ABSTRACT

A study was conducted to assess the failure rate for the beltline region of a
generic pressurized-water reactor (PWR) pressu.e vessel. This assessment
included the evaluation of several normal operating and transient reactor
conditions. Failure rates were calculated from a computer code that used
fracture mechanics methods to model the failure process; random number
generation techniques were used to simulate random variables and model their
interactien in the failuye process.

This investigation had three major objectives: (1) to better define the

effect of neutron irradiation, material variation, and flaw distribution on

the failure rate for the beltline region of PWR pressure vessels, (2) to
estimate the relative margins against failure for normal operation and certain
transient conditions associated with nuclear pressure vessels, and (3) to
evaluate the current limitations for using fracture mechanics models to predict
failure rates for nuclear pressure vessels.

The calculated results indicate that the failure rates corresponding to

operational limits specified by the Boiler and Pressure Vessel Code of the
American Society of Mechanica! Engineers (ASME Code) and material requirements
specified by federal regulation generally provide acceptable sz ety margins;
sensitivity studies completed in the investigation indicate that the failure
rates are likely to be accurate within one to somewhat less than two orders of
maonitude. The sensitivity studies also define the degree of influence of
flaw distribution, material variations, and operating limits on failure rate
and provide a means to evaluate the relative levels of ~eliability associated

with different variable values and operating limits.
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1 INTRODUCTION

Design and fabrication practices for pressure vessels provide a high degree of
reliability. This reliability has been demonstrated by the relatively few
service failures in nonnuclear pressure vessels and the absence of failures in
nuclear pressure vessels. However, because of the significant economic costs
and the safety hazards associated with catastrophic pressure-vesse' failure,
various studies continue to be done so that increasingly accurate estimates
for pressure-vessel reliabilily can be obtained.

Generally, pressure-vessel reliability studies employ either of two methods to
calculate the probability of failure and to define reliability. These methods
are (1) the analysis of statistical data from observed nonnuclear failures to
infer failure rates for both nuclear and nonnuclear pressure vessels and

(2) the use of mathematical models that predict failure rates by analytically
generating pressure-vessel failures.

Studies completed in Europe and the United States provide estimates of
nuclear-pressure-vessel failure rates based on statistical data analyses of
past failures. For example, results from European studies (Refs. 1, 2)
indicate that the disruptive-failure rate (loss of the pressure-retaining
boundary) for nonnuclear pressure vessels is approximately 10-° per vessel
year at a 99% confidence level. Various investigations conducted in the
United States (Refs. 3, 4) concluded that the disruptive-failure rate at a 99%
confidence level is less than 10-® per vessel year for pressure vessels
designed, fabricated, inspected, and operated in accordance with the Boiler
and Pressure Vessel Nuclear Codes of the American Societv of Mechanical
Engineers (ASME) (Ref. 5).

Several studies using mathematical models to predict failure rates of nuclear
pressure vessels also have been completed in Europe and the United States. In
these investigations, the mathematical models contain specific random vari-
ables associated with pressure-vessel stresses, tcmperatures, material
characteristics, and the assumed failure process. Because the failure process
typically is assumed to result from flaws which are present in the pressure-
vessel material, fracture-mechanics relationships usually are the bases for
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the mathematical models. The fracture-mechanics relationships include a
statistical representation of flaws in the volume of the vessel material and a
determination of a critical flaw size that is associated with unstable flaw
growth and predicted vessel failure. The statistical flaw distribution in the
vessel material volume also often includes an estimate of incremental fatigue
crack growth from repetitive stresses during service.

An early study (Ref. 6) that used fracture-mechanics models to predict
pressure-vessel failure rates determined that the failure probability for the
beltline region of the reactor pressure vessel (the area surrounding the
nuclear core) in a pressurized water reactor (PWR) is approximately 10-% per
vessel year. However, the mathematical model used in this investigation did
not include neutron irradiation.

Later, a comprehensive investigation (Ref. 7) conducted in the United Kingdom
determined the failure probability for PWR pressure vessels. The study
included (1) a review of nonnuclear pressure-vessel failures, incfuding
consideration of design, fabrication, and in<pection rules for nuclear
vessels, and (2) fracture-mechanics analyses to calculate failure proba-
bilities in various distinct geometric sections of the vessel, including the
head, nozzle, and beltline regions. The results of the study, commonly
referred to as the Marshall Report, indicated that the head and nozzle regions
of the vessel had the highest calculated failure rates for normal and postu-
lated accident conditions, respectively. However, near the end of design life
of the vessel, after the pressure-vessel beltline region had accumulated
significant neutron irradiation, the failure probabilities for the head,
nozzle, and beltline regions of the vessel did not differ significantly. As a
result of the investigation, it was concluded that the failure rate for PWR
pressure vessels constructed and inspected in accordance with the ASME nuclear
codes is less than 10-¢ per vessel year.

A study to establish additional protective measures in PWRs to reduce the
likelihood of pressure-vessel failure from inadvertent pressure transients
recently was completed in the United States (Ref. 8). The transient events
considered in the study occurred at relatively low temperatures; they were
observed when the operating limits established for normal startup and shutdown
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of reactor pressure vesscls were occasionally exceeded. As part of the
evaluation of these transients, a computer code, OCTAVIA (Ref. 9), was
constructed to calculate the probabiiity of flaw-induced fracture in the
beltline regions of reactor pressure vessels as a result of the transients.
To help confirm the necessity to implement additional protective measures for
PWRs, OCTAViA was used to perform several parametric analyses to estimate the
probability of failure of the reactor pressure vessels as a function of
neutron fluence and the temperature at which the transients typically
occurred The calculated results indicated that if protective measures were
not implemented and events were allowed to continue at the previously observed
frequency, the failure rate of reactor pressurz vessels typically would
increase by approximately two orders of magnitude after 10 or more years of
plant operation.

Previous studies using fracture-mechanics models to predict failure rates
provide substantial information concerning the potential for failure of
nuclear reactor pressure vessels. However, areas remain where additional work
would permit significant improvement in defining the influence of operational
and material variables on the potential for failure of pressure vessels.

These areas include (1) the effects of radiation on material resistance to
fracture, especially over a wide range of operational temperatures, and

(2) the effects of flaw distribution and material variation within a reactur
vessel.

Operating experience with PWRs over the past few years has provided additional
information that more clearly defines both material variations in reactor
pressure vessels and the effect of neutron irradiation on the material
resistance to flaw-induced fracture. This additional information establishes
improved bases for predicting failure rates for nuclear pressure vessels
through the use of fracture-mechanics models. The purpose of this report is
to use this recently obtainad information with fracture-mechanics models to
perform a comprehensive appraisal of the potential for flaw-induced fracture
in the beltline region of a generic PWR pressure vecsel. This study had three
objectives: (1) to better define the effect of neutron irradiation, material
variation, and flaw distribution on the failure rate of the beltline region of
PWR pressure vessels, (2) to estimate the relative margins against failure for
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normal operation and certain transient conditions associated with nuclear
reactor pressure vessels, and (3) to evaluate the current limitations for
using fracture-mechanics models to predict precise failure rates for nuclear
pressure vessels.

The scope of this study is described in Chapter 2. The methods used to
calculate failure rates of reactor vessels are contained in Chapter 3.
Chapter 4 presents a description of the variables that create the potential
for and provide resistance to flaw-induced fracture in nuclear pressure
vessels. The results and discussion of the results from this study are
presented in Chapters 5 and 6, respectively.
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2 SCOPE OF STuDY

During this study, estimates for the probability of flaw-induced fracture in
the heltline region of a generic reactor pressure vessel in a PWR were
obtained as a function of neutron fluence. These estimates included the
evaluation of specific pressure and temperature conditions associated with
byth normal operation and certain transient events that have occurred or that
are postulated to occur in PWRs. In all, five operational events were
evaluated for a variety of material conditions in the vessel beltline.
Sections 2.1 and 2.2 describe tne operational events and the belt ine geometry
and material conditions included in the study, respectively.

2.1 Operational Events

2.1.1 Normal Operation

For normal operation, pressure and tempera‘ure conditions corresponding to
startup, shutdown, and full-power operation were evaluated. Normal startup
and shutdown of nuclear reactor pressure vessels take place in the so-called
material-transition-temperature region, where the material resistance to
¢law-induced fracture significantly changes with and is directly proportional
to material temperature. Because there is a significant change in the
fracture resistance of material in the transition-temperature region, reactor
startup and shutdown operations are carefully controlled, and they proceed
along specific pressure/temperature paths tnat are established to protect the
reactor vessel against flaw-induced fracture. These pressure/temperature
paths define the maximum normal operating pressure that should be applied to
the vessel at any specified temperature; they are constructed using procedures
contained in the ASME Boiler and Pressure Vessel Code (Ref. 10). Because
neutron irradiation diminishes the fracture resistance of nuclear-pressure-
vessel steels at any temperature in the transition region, the allowable
pressure-temperature paths change with neutron irradiation. To determine the
potential for flaw-induced fracture during normal startup and shutdown
operation, failure rates were calculated for various individual pressure/
temperature combinations in the transition-temperature region at specific
neutron-fluence levels. The results of these calculations were used to define
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distinct, continuous pressure/ temperature paths that correspond to startup
and shutdown operation at constant failure rates and specific neutron fluence
levels. To illustrate the relative margins against flaw-induced fracture that
are provided by ASME code procedures, the pressure/temperature paths estab-
iished by the failure-rate calculations were compared to the paths specified
by the code.

As reactor startup operations proceed through the transiticn temperature
region toward higher temperatures, the resistance to flaw-induced fracture of
the metal in the reactor pressure vessel increases until it reaches a plateau
and, ideally, remains constant with increased temperature. This plateau is
called the upper-shelf fracture toughness, and the temperature range where the
plateau is maintained is the upper-shelf temperature regic~. Normal full-
power operation of PWR reactor pressure vessels at 2250 psi and 550°F
typically takes place in the upper-shelf temperature region.

In the upper-shelf temperature region, the fracture resistance of irradiated
pressure-vessel steels can be expressed as a function of the initial unirradi-
ated upper-shelf fracture toughness and a decrease in the initial value as a
result of neutron irradiation. To determine the potential for flaw-induced
fracture during normal full-power operation, failure rates were calculated as
a function of unirradiated and irradiated upper-shelf iracture toughness. The
resulis from these calculations were used to illustrate the relative margins
against flaw-induced fracture provided by requirements for material upper-
shelf fracture resistance that are contained in Title 10 of the Code of
Federal Regulations Part 50 (10 CFR 50) (Ref. 11). These requirements are
twofold: (1) the unirradiated upper-shelf fracture toughness stated in terms
of Charpy V-Notch (CVN) absorbed energy must be at least 75 ft-1b, and (2) the
irradiated upper-shelf CVN energy must remain above 50 ft-1b.

2.1.2 Transient Events

In addition to normal operating conditions, two transient events were
evaluated. These transients were (1) the inadvertent pressure transients
(previously discussed) that periodically exceeded the ASME Code pressure/
temperature limits established for normal startup and shutdown of the reacto:
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pressure vessel in the transition-temperature region (Ref. 8) and (2) pressure
transients that are postulated to occur in the upper-shelf temperature region
during full-power operation. Fer the transients that had occurred in the
transition-temperature region, calculations of failure rate were performed using
the event frequency observed before the implementation of protective measures,
as well as statistical representations for the pressure and temperature spectra
over which the transients occurred.

The probability of flaw-induced fracture associated with postulated pressure
transients in the upper-shelf temperature region was calculated at 550°F for
several postulated pressure levels above the normal operating pressure of

2250 psi. The probabilities that the events actually would occur and that the
postulated pressure levels would be reached were not determined in this study.

2.2 Vessel Beltline Characteristics

The beltline regions of reactor pressure vessels in PWRs designed in the United
States have a range of sizes, fabri-zation configurations, neutron-irradiation
levels, and material characteristics. To determine the potential for flaw-
induced fracture in the beltline region of a generic reactor pressure vessel

in a PWR, average beltline dimensions, two typical fabrication configurations,
and two neutron-irradiation levels were chosen for analysis; the material
characteristics generally were treated as random variables. The vessel geometry
and material variables are represertative of PWRe currently operating in the
United States. However, the material random variables also were included in
several sensitivity analyses that enable the results obtained for typical
operating PWRs to be extended tc PWRs that are now either under construction

or planned for construction.

2.2.1 Beltline Geometry and Flaw Distribution

when failure rates are predicted using fracture mechanics models, flaw size
generally is given a statistical representation associated with a specified
material volume. In this investigation, the material volume used to establish
the flaw distributions is based on the volume of weld metal in the beltline of
the pressure vessel rather than on the total material volume in the beltline.
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Only the weld volume is used because, compared to the base metal, it is move
likely to contain cracks or defects, and it generally is more sensitive to

neutron irradiation, as indicated by test results from surveillance programs
at operating PWRs.

The weld volume and orientation in the beltline region of a reactor pressure
vessel vary depending on whether the beltline shell is fabricated from rolled
plates or forged rings. Figure 2.1 illustrates two beltline weld configurations
(Ref. 7); the shaded areas in Figures 2.1a and 2.1b indicate the wela volumes
and orientations used in this study for beltline shells fabricated from rolled
plates and forged rings, respectively.

The analyses in this investigation included consideration of fatigue crack growth
from repetitive loading during service; however, specific flaw-growth calculations
were not performed. Instead, failure rates were calculated using the preservice,
and end-of-design-1ife flaw dist~ibutions contained in the Marshall Report, as
well as the end-of-design-life distribution contained in the OCTAVIA code.

The evaluation of these distinct distributions provided an estimate of the
maximum relative effect of fatigue-flaw growth on failure probability and
indicated the censitivity of calculated failure probability to a range of

assumed flaw distributions. The analyses did not include consideration of
inservice inspections that may be performed periodically during service to

detect flaws in the pressure-vessel welds.

2.2.2 Beltline-Material Variables

The resistance to flaw-induced fracture of irradiated pressure vessels is a
function of several variables, including metal temperature, material residual-
element content, and neutron fluence.

Neutron fluence is a function of time at operation and the distance between

the material and the neutron source. In this study, failure rate calculations
were performed at two neutron-fluence levels corresponding to 10 eff-.Live ‘ull-
power years (EFPY) of operation and end-of-design-life (EOL) operation.
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Several residual elements either enhance or degrade material fracture resistance
in irradiated reactor-vessel steels. The residual elements used in this study
are copper and phosphorous; both degrade fracture resistance. Only copper and
phosphorous are included because the largest amounts of data that describe the
effect of residual-element cortent on fracture resistance or irradiate pressure-
vesse]l steels have been nbtained using these elements. Copper is known to have
significant variation in the weld volume of operating PWRs; consequently, copper
content is used as a random variable throughout this study An estimate of

the distribution of copper content was obtained from data reported for operating
PWRs. Although statistical descriptions of copper content are not reported

for individual plants, a generic distribution was developed by assuming that

the distribution through the weld volume for any one plant was reasonably modeled
by the d..tribution obtained from the combination of single copper values
individually reported for single vessels. The accuracy of this assumption cannot
be assessed rigorously; however, iutuition suggests that this is a realistic
approximation, based on fabrication practice and the materials used in the
fabrication of most operating PWRs. Although phosphorous--1like copper--is a
random variable, a single, constant value was used for all failure-rate
calculations. Use of a single, constant value was dictated by the lack of

data for phosphorous content.

Several parametric studies also were conducted to determine the effect of
copper content on failure rate. These studies included distributions estimated
to be representative of newer reactor vessels with lower and less-variable
copper content and of single values of copper content corresponding to those
typically used to construct the ASME code pressure/temperature limits.

Because significant variations in material-fracture resistance may occur for

any given set of material conditions, fracture resistance also is used as a
random variable throughout this study. A description of a distribution for
fracture resistance was estimated using data from several heats of irradiated

and unirradiated reactor-vessel steels. Although thcse data are believed to
provide a realistic estimate of the mean fracture resistance, they are considered
insufficient to define the type and dispersion of the distribution; ‘hese were
estimated. The dispersion was included in a parametric study to determine the
effect of the range of fracture resistance on calculated faiiure rate.
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3 METHODOLOGY

A computer code was developed to calculate the probability of flaw-induced
failure in the beltline region of irradiated PWR reactor pressure vessels

The computer code uses mathematical relationships based on linear elastic
fracture mechanics to model variable interaction and estimate failure rate.

The failure criterion contuined in the model is based on a comparison of the
potential for flaw-induced fracture, KI' with the material resistance to
flaw-induced fracture, Kic- Reactor-vessel failure is predicted when K, > Kic:

Values of KI and KIC are determired by combinations of operational and
material variables. In general terms the potential for flaw-induced
fracture, KI’ depends on the flaw size, a, and stress, o, in the pressure
vessel. The resistance to flaw-induced fracture, KIC’ is a functivn of the
temperature of the metal of the vessel, T; neutron fluence; and copper and
phosphorous contents.

For convenience, neutron fluence and copper and phosphorous content are
usually combined into an equivalent temperature parameter, RTNDT' called
adjusted reference temperature. The parameter RTNDT represents a measure of
the initial unirradiated material fracture resistance and a change in this
resistance as a result of neutron irradiation. When combined, the metal
temperature and the adjusted reference temperature allow the fracture
resistance, KIC’ to be described as a function of temperatu-e alone.

Because many of these variables are random variables with complex
interactions, the computer code uses Monte Carlo methods of randor number
gencration (Refs. 12, 13) to simulate independently each of several random
variables from their respective statistical distributions, and it combines
thes2 variables to obtain KI and KIC‘ Figure 3.7 illustrates the computer-
simulation cycle used to simulate the random variables, model their
interaction to obtain KI and KIC' and predict failure in reactor vessels. The
variables that typically are considered random variables in this study are
designated "simulate” in Figure 3.1.
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The simulation cycle depicted in Figure 3.1 represents a single computer
experiment conducted to determine i) a single occurrence of a specific
operational event will produce failure of the reactor vess.i. To estimate the
failure rate associated with that specific operational event, the cycle is
repeated up to 10 million times, and new values of the random variables are
generated each time. The failure rate is then estimated from the ratio of the
number of observed experimental failures to the total number of experimental
trials. The failure rzte calculated by the computer code gives the unit failures
per event; mutiplying this result by the anticipated number of events per vessel
year will give the more commonly used unit failures per vessel year.

Because the computer code required to model the simulation cycle in Figure 3.1
is relatively large and complex, several checks were made during the develop-
ment of the code to ensure that accurate results are obtained. First, failure
probabilities associated with the previously described low-temperature/pressure
transients (Ref. 8) were calculated and these probabilities were compared to
the results obtained from the closed-form solutions in the OCTAVIA code (Ref. 9).
This c.mparison indicated relatively good agreement; the detailed results of
the comparison are presented in Appendix A to this report. Additionally,
computations were made over a wide range of operational conditions and
associated failure probabilities to obtain a practical estimate of the number
of simulated failures that would provide adequate results. These computations
indicated that approximately 10 simulated failures were sufficient to provide
results that were within a factor of 3 of tr- steady-state result obtained

from several hundred simulated failures.

Near the end of this study, an importance-sampling scheme wac developed and
incorporated into the computer code to increase the code's efficiency for
performing calculations in the transition-temperature region. This scheme
also allowed more pre:ise accuracy checks to be made at a specified confidence
level and was particularly useful for analyzing conditions associated with
low-failure probabilities. A description of the importance-sampling scheme is
presented in Appendix B to this report.
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4 DEFINITION OF VARIABLES

4.1 Generic Beltline Geometry

In this investigation, the beltline geometry for a generic pressure vessel in
a PWR has an B-in. wall thickness and an 80-in. mean radius. The average
end-of-design iife (EOL) neutron fluence at the inner surface generic beltline
shell is 4 x 10'® neutrons per square centimeter (n/cm?).

4.2 Potential for Flaw-Induced Fracture

The potential for flaw-induced fracture, KI' is a function of the applied stress,
the stress distribution, and the crack size, shape, and location in the vessel.

In general, the calculated pntential for flaw-induced fracture includzs individual
components for pressure, thermal, and residual stress and has the form

3

K, =afma & o.F (1)

I E ii
i=1
where a = radial dep.h of a flaw that extends from the vessel surface
part way through the vessel wall
a = flaw shape factor
o = maximum sty < for the ith strecc Jistribution

h

Fi modifying function for the it stress distribution
The Fi functions for the pressure, thermal, and residual stress distributions
are shown in Figure 4.1 as functions of the ratio of the surface flaw depth,
a, to the vessel wall thickness, t. The pressure stress used in equation (1)
is obtained from membrane tiicory. A residual-stress distribution fo- beltline
welds was estimated to be sinusoidal, with maximum tensile stress of 8 kips
per square inch (ksi) at the inner and outer surfaces of the vessel wall and
compression at the midwail of the vessel. Thermal stresses were .ced only for
startup and shutdown operations and were estimated by a pure bending distribution,
with a maximum surface stress of 4 ksi. The magnitude of the thermal stress
distribution corresponds to a heatup or cooldown rate of 50°F per hour. The
value of the flaw shape factor, a, in this study is constant and is equal to
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0.89; this value corresponds to a semi-eliiptical, finite length surrace flaw
with a depth-to-length ratio of 1 to 6.

The independent var.ables used to determine Kl for each simulation cycle are
pressure and crack depth, a. Except during the analyses of low-temperature/
pressure transients, the operational pressure is held constant for the total
number of experimental computer trials, and it corresponds to a specific
operational event for which the failure probability is being calculated.
During each of the individual simulation cycles, the random variable crack
depth is simulated from a statistical distribution representative of the
volumes and orientations of the welds in the beltline of the reactor vessels
(previously illustrated in Figure 2.1). The residual and thermal stresses are
a function of crack depth and are calculated during each simulation cycle at
the simulated crack length. The thermal stress is included only during the
analy'ses of normal startup and shutdown cunditions. During the rema‘ning
operational events, the thermal stress is assumed equal to zero.

Although the data obta ned from operating PWRs provide adequate bases for
defining most of the variables needed to complete this study, very littie data
are available to describe accurately the number and size of the flaws in the
material volume of a reactor pressure vessel. The flaw distribution is, of
course, difficult to define quantitatively since the flaws of interest are not
the flaws that have been detected but those of unknown size and number that
remain in the vessel material because they were not detected. Because of this
difficulty, no attempt was made in this study to gather data to construct pre-
cise flaw distributions. Instead, the distributions contained in the Marshall
Report (Ref. 7) and the OCTAVIA code (Ref. 9) were used. There are no known
new da.a to indicate that these two previously developed distributions should
be modified for this investigation.

The flaw distributions obtained from the Marshall Report and the OCTAVIA code
are shown in Figure 4.2 for the various weld volumes and orientations in PWR
beltlines. The dashed lines are the distributions developed from the Marshall
Report., and the solid line corresponds to the OCTAVIA distribution. The weld
volume asscciated with the OCTAVIA flaw distribution was defined (in Ref. 9)
generally as the volume of lor itudinal weld in the beltline region of a PWR
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without specifir reference to the total vessel voiume. The Marshall Report
defined the flaw distribution in terms of the total volume of the reactor
vessel. To obtain flaw distributions for the beltline welds considered in
this study, the longitudinal beltline weld volume illustrated in Figure 2.1(a)
was estimated as one hundredth of the total vessel volume; the circumferential
beltline weld volume illustrated in Figure 2.1(b) was estimated as one
fiftieth of the total vessel volume.

The dashed line on the far left in Figure 4.2 represents the preservice crack
distribution for the volume of longitudinal beltline weld. The second dashed
line from the left represent. the preservice crack distribution for the volume
of circumferential beltline v 1d. The dashed curve on the right and the solid
curve are from the Marshall keport and OCTAVIA code, respectively; they
represent the end-of-life crack distributions, including fatigue crack growth
in water environment, for the volume of longitudinal beltline weld.

In all irstances, the flaw distributions represent semi-elliptical surface
cracks whose major axes are oriented parallel to the weld direction. It is
assumed that there is no interaction between individual cracks in the weld
volume.

For iilustration, the crack depth, a, in Figure 4.2 is represented as a
continuous random variable. However, in this study, as well as in the OCTAVIA
code, the crack depth is used as a discrete random variable. For each curve
in Figure 4.2, approximately nine distinct crack depths ranging from 0.25 to
3.5 in. and the probabilities indicated at these crack depths were used to
construct stepwise cummulative probability distributions. The Monte Carlo
simulation in the computer code used the stepwise cummulative distributions to
generate a crack depth for each simulation cycle. A discrete random variable
is used because (1) there are insufficient data from which to infer a conti-
nuous statistical distribution, (2) the computer code calculational procedure
provides a computational efficiency when it is used with a discrete random
variable, and (3) it provides a viable way to estimate the effect of minimum
detectable flaw sizes as discussed in Chapter 5.
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4.3 Resistance tc Flaw-Induced Fracture

4.3.1 Fracture-Toughness Representation
4.3.1.1 Transition-Temperature Region

Figure 4.3 presents experimental data and an associated estimated mean curve
that represent the material resistance of reactor vessel to flaw-induced
fracture, ch. in the transition-temperature region. The materiail resistance
to flaw-induced fracture, or fracture toughness, is presented as a function o.
the independent variable (T-RTNDT). where the material temperature, T, .s
tiadexed by the adjusted reference temperature, RTNDT‘ Indexing the material
temperature by RYNDT is commonly used to generalize the fracture-toughness/
temperature rel.tionship by accounting for service-induced material changes
and variation in initial material-toughness properties.

The index temperature, RTNOT' is the sum of an initial, unirradiated value of
RTNDT and a change (increase) in this initial value as a result of neutron
irradiation. The initial RTNDT is regarded as a material property and is
defined by the ASME code (Ref. 14). The increase in RTNOY for the weld metal
during neutron irradiation is enhanced by increased material copper and
phosphorus contents and is calculated by the computer code from previously
developed empirical relationships (Ref. 15). As indicated in Figure 4.3, the
increase in RTNDT is the variable that directly relates loss of fracture
toughness to neutron irradiation at any specified material temperature.

The experimental data in Figure 4.3 include base and weld metals in both the
irradiated and unirradiated conditions. The unirradiated data are test
results from the heavy section steel technology (HSST) program (Ref. 16) and
from several surveillance programs from operating PWRs. The irradiated caca
are from surveillance programs of operating reactors only. The data were
obtained from either compact-tension or wedge-opening-loading fracture-
mechanics specimens; they include only the experimental points where the
specimen thicknesses satisfy the ASTM E399 (Ref. 17) size criterion, thickness
> 2.5 (Kxc/oy)z.
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The estimated mean fracture-toughness curve shown in Figure 4.3 is divided
into two distinct regions for computational purposes

[0.004(T-RTur)]
Kpe = 10 + 58.0 e NOT (2a)

where - 400°F <(T-RT\n.) < - 16°F, and

[0.0165(T~RTNDT)]
Kic =21 +53.8e (2b)

where - 16°F < (T-RTNOT). and K. < upper-shelf fracture toughness

4.3.1.2 Upper-Shelf Temperature Region

As described earlier, the fracture toughness of reactor vessel steels
increases with increasing temperature until a plateau called upper-shelf
fracture toughness is reached. Because of certain material and test limita-
tions, the upper-shelf fracture toughness generilly canr t be measured
directly using conventional (Ref. 17) practice. This is a relatively common
difficulty for tough materials, and various empirical methods have been
developed previously to infer KIC from the more practical Charpy V-Notch test.
In this investigation, the mean upper-shelf fracture toughness is estimated
from an empirical correlation developed previously by Barsom and Rolfe

(Ref. 18), namely,

g %
KIC = oy[SCVN/oy 0.25] (3)

where CVN

Charpy V-notch upper-shelf energy, ft-1bs

(8]

y material yield strength, ksi

The independent variable, CVN, decreases with neutron irradiation; this
decrease is enhanced by residual element content, especially copper and
phosphorus. The computer code uses previously developed empirical




relationships (Ref. 15) to calculate the reductions in CVN for the weld metal
as a function of neutron irradiation and copper and phosphorus content. The
material yield strength also is a function of neutron irradiation, and it
increases with increasing neutron fluence. Throughout this study, however,
the irradiated yield strength used in equation (3) is assumed constant over
the fluence range considered and is equal to 90 ksi. The magnitude of the
mean fracture toughness calculated from equation (3) is limited to a maximum
of 220 ksi Jin

4.3.1.3 Statistical Distribution for ch

Because KIC is a random variable, representations of statistical distributions
about the mean fracture-toughness values calculated from equations (2) and (3)
are necessary to perform the simulation cycle illustrated in Figure 3.1.

Since there are not enough data available to rigorously determine a statis-
tical distribution, a normal distribution with a standard deviatirn, o0, equal
to 10 percent of the calculated mean fracture toughness, RIC' was used in both
the upper-shelf and transition-temperature regions (Ref. 7). Stated in
operational terms, this assumption means that there is 1 chance in 100 that
the actual material fracture toughness, KIC' at any (T - RTNDT) will fall
outside the range KIc $ .2 KIC' Because the fracture-toughness distribution
is an estimate, several sencitivity studies were conducted to determine how
variations in fracture-toughness limits established by this distribution would
affect the calculated failure probability. These studies included varying the
allowable simulated toughness limits between the followiig ranges:

KIC‘ (KIC t+ lo); (KIC t 20); (KIc + 30); and o < KIC < (KIc + 30)
4.3.2 Fracture-Toughness-Related Independent Va:iables

4.3.2.1 Neutron Fluence

The neutron (uence in the wall of the reactor pressure vesscl decreases with
distance from inside surface of the vessel. The fluence in t'e vescel wall at
any distance from the inside surface is determined from the relationship
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fx s fl (‘)
where x = radial distance into the vessel wall from the inside surface
fI = neutron fluence at the in:ide surface of the vessel wall

-
"

neutron fluence at position x in the vessel wall

Because KIC is an inverse function of neutron fluence, the value of ch
increases through the vessel wall relative to the inside surface. The values
of ch obtained from equations (2) and (3) are determined using the fluence
calculated irom equation (4), where the radial distance x corresponds to the
location of the tip of the crack relative to the inside vessel surface.

4.3.2.2 Temperature and Adjusted Refe.ence Temperature

As equations (2) and (3) indicate, the calculated mean fracture toughness in
the transition and upper-shelf temperature regions is a function of the
respective independent variables (T - RTNDT) and CYN. In addition to KIc
having a statistical distrihution at any specified value of these variables,
the independent variahles also can be random variables.

Generally, the material temperature, T, corresponds to a specific operational
condition for which the failure pro» bility is being calculated; it does not
vary during the total number of simulation cycles associated with that event.
However, as disc: ised in Chapter 5, T is a random variable during the analyses
of low-temperature/pressure transients.

The intial RTNDT is a random variable because significant variations in
initial RTNDT are observed for different base and weld metals used in reactor
pressure vessels. The changes in RTNDT and CVN which result from neutron
fluence are used as random variables in the computer code, primarily because
of their dependence on copper content, which can vary significantly through
the weld volume. In this study, neutron fluence and phosphorus content are
not used as random variables. Fluence is established as a time parameter at
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which specific operational events occur. Phosphorus content, like copper
content, is a random variable; however, because of the lack of any reliable
data, phosphorus content was assumed to be a constant 0.015 percent.

To simulate (T - RTNDT) and CVN during the computer experiment, statistical
distributions were established for the random variables initial RTNDT and
copper content by using data from operating PWRs (Ret. 8). Using these data
and statistical significance tests, it was determined that both distributions
can be considered normal. The distribution for initial RTNDT has a 23°F mean
value and a 20°F standard deviation. The copper content distr’bution has a
0.23 percent mean and a 0.07 percent standard de.1ation.

Although these distributions are likely to be good generic representations for
copper content and intial RTNDT through PWR weld volumes, some limitations and
uncertainties are associated with them. For example, newer PWRs generilly
have beltline welds with reduced and less-variable copper contents. Addi-
tionally, there is an uncertainty associated with the distribution for initial
RTNDT because the values obtained for the operating PWRs often were not
determined from present code procedures (Ref. 14) but are estimates based on
various empirical correlations or experience. To determine how the calculated
failure probabilities are affected by the expected variations and uncertain-
ties associated with these distributions, sensitivity studies were conducted
over a wide range of simulated and constant values of copper contents and
associated values of adjusted reference temperature, RTNDT'

4.4 DPafarepce-Variable Condition

Throughout this study, the failure-rate calculations were performed primarily
for a reference group of variables that are thought to be representative of
those in operating PWRs. These variables were emphasized because of the
immediate interest in operating reactors and because, in many instances, data
from operating reactors are better defined. The following variable conditions
constitute the reference variable condition in this study:
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(1) the OCTAVIA flaw distribution shown in Figure 4.2

(2) a minimum detectable flaw depth, a, of .25 in.

(3) the normal distribution for ch (described in Section 4.3.1), where

Kic is restricted to the region between Kic * 30

(4) the normal distribution (described in Section 4.3.2) for initial

o |

(5) the normal distribution for copper content for operating PWRs 1
(described in Section 4.3.2).

(6) an iritial upper-shelf Charpy energy of 65 ft-1bs
(7) flaws locatvd at th: inper surface of the vessel
(8) only longitudinal welds at the beitline

The values listed for the first six variables were selected because they best
represent realistic material conditions in pressure vessels at many operating
facilities. The conditions listed for the last two variahles, flaw location

and orientation, typically were used throughout the analyses because they are
dominant and establish the failure probabilities for the operational events.

As shown in Chapter 5, more precise models for flaw locat on and orientation

do not significantly alter the calculated results.

The reference variables were included in various parametric studies. The most
extensive parametric studies were conducted for the normal startup and shut-
down operational events. The variables in the parametric study for the
startup/shutdown events are flaw orientation, flaw location, flaw distri-
bution, minimum detectable flaw size, copper content, KIc range, and neutron
fluence.

Parametric studies also were completed for normal full-power operation,
anticipated low-temperature/pressure transients, and postulated
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high-temperature/pressure transients. Included in the parametric studies for
each of these operational events are flaw distribution, minimum detectable
flaw size, and neutron fluence. Also included in sensitivity studies are the
variables copper content and thermal stress for normal full-power operation
and pressure level for the postulated high-temperature/pressure transient.
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5 RESULTS

In this chapter, results are presented of analyses which were conducted to
calculate failure probabilities of reactor pressure vessels for the five
operational events described in Section 2.1. Included are ihe results of
calculations using the reference variable conditions defined in Section 4.4,
as well as the results from extensive parametric studies. The results from
the parametric studies are especially impcrtant because they provide data for
a wide range of vessel conditions, identify the most influential variables and
variable interactions, and help define limitations to using fracture-mechanics
models to predict the failure probability of pressure vessels.

Except for the anticipated low-temperature/pressure transient analyses, the
results in the following sections are presented as “"the number of failures per
operational event." This unit was chosen so that the results could be appiied
generally for different event frequencies. The results for the anticipated
low-temperature/pressure transient analyses are presented as "the number of
failures per vessel year." This unit is used to simplify comparisons with
results that are available from the OCTAVIA code.

5.1 Nnrmal Startup and Shutdown Operations

This section presents the calculated failure rates obtained for the reference
variabie condition and various parametric conditions associated with normal
startup and shutdown operations of the generic reactor vessel in the transi-
tion-temperature region. The calculated results are generally presented as
pressure/temperature paths that represent shutdown operation at constant
failure rates. The rcsults typically are presented for shutdown cperation
only because, as one of the parametric studies will show, the shutdown
condition is the dominant contributor to failure probability in the startup/

shutdown sequence.
5.1.1 Reference Variable Condition

The calculated constant failure-rate pressure/temperature paths for the
reference variable condition defined in Section 4.4 are presented in
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Figures 5.1 and 5.2 at neutron-fluence levels corresponding to 10 effective
full-power years (EFPY) and end-of-design-life (EOL), respectively. Figures 5.1
and 5.2 also ccatain, for comparison, the pressure/temperature-limit curves
established for reactor shutdown by the ASME code.

The comparisons of the code pressure/temperature-limit curves with the
calculated failure-rate paths in Figures 5.1 and 5.2 illustrate the calculated
relative margins against failure provided by the code limits. Several obser-
vations can be made concerning this comparison. First, code-limit curves are
constructed using deterministic values for flaw size, flaw orientation,
pressure, copper content, and initial RTNDT' Except for copper content and
initial RTNDT' each deterministic value is either a conservative bound or is
modified by a safety factor. Thus, the comparison between the code limits and
the constant failure-rate paths provides a correlation between failure proba-
bility and a combination of deterministic safety factors and bounding values.

However, this correlation is not exact, and it depends on the reliability or
appiicability of the data used to construct the code limit and constant
failure-rate curves. Ffor example, in the code procedure, copper content and
initial RYNDT are assumed to be well-defined, single values. In reality,
copper content varies through the weld volume, and it is difficult to choose
the single value that will properly model the effect of copper content. The
code-1limit curves in Figures 5.1 and 5.2 are constructed using a copper
content and initial RTNDT of 0.23% and 23°F, respectively; these numbers
correspond to the mean values of the reference distributions used to generate
the constant failure-rate paths. For cunsistency, the 0.23% copper content
and the 23°F initial RTNDT
sary to define single values for these two parameters. By c)Hoosing different

are used throughout this report when it is neces-

constant copper contents over a reasonable range of expected values, the
position of the code-limit curve and the correlation with the constant
failure-rate paths will be changed significantly.

The calculated ,ailure rates and the correlation with code limits are
simiiarly affected by other constant variable values or variable distribu-
tions. The res:Its from the parametric studies in the following sections can
be used to judge the influence of several variables on calculated failure
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probability and the relative margins of safety established by the code limits
for startup and shutdown operation.

5.1.2 Sensitivity Studies for Shutdown Operation

The variables included in the parametric studies for normal shutdown operation
are flaw orientation, flaw location, startup condition, flaw distribution,
minimum detectable flaw size, copper content, and KIC range. Except for the
particular variable under consideration during a parametric study, the vari-
ables used in each analysis are those described in Section 4.4 for the
reference variable condition.

5.1.2.1 Flaw Orientation

Because the beltline regions of many reactor pressure vessels contain both
longitudinal and circumferential welds, a parametric study was completed to
determine the relative contribution to failure probability from longitudinally
and (rcumferentially oriented flaws. Flaw orientation, of course, is
expected to sigrificantly affect the calculated failure probability because
the calculated pressure stress acting on a flaw which is embedded in a
longitudinal beltline weld is twice that acting on a flaw located in a
circumferential beltline weld.

Figure 5.3 presents a comparison of the pr:ssure/temperature paths that
correspond to shutdown oneration at a conctant failure rate of 10-% failures
per event for a vessel having either all longitudinal or all circumferential
welds in the beltline region. The results are for a neutron-fluence level
corresponding to 10 EFPY of operation. The flaw distribution used to cal-
culate the failure rate for circumferential welds was obtained by modifying
the OCTAVIA longitudinal distribution in Figure 4.2 according to the ratio of
the circumferential to longitudinal beltline weld volumes illustrated in
Figures 2.1a and 2.1b, respectively. As expected, the relative position of
the two curves indicates that a vessel having only circumferential beltline
welds can sustain a much greater pressure at any specified temperature and

failure rate.
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To obtain a numerical estimate of the relative contribution to failure
probability of longitudinal and circumferential welds, the failure rate for a
‘ongitudinal weld was calculated at several points along the 10-® failure-rate
path for circumferential weld volume. The results indicate that, at a speci-
fied pressure/temperature point, the failure rate for a vessel with only
longitudinal welds is approximately 100 times greater than that for a vessel
with only circumferential welds in the beltline. However, this factor of 100
is an upper bound. Because the circumferential-weld volume is a small
contributor to failure rate (- mpared to the longitudinal-weld volume, a more
accurate estimate would be obtained by adding the failure-rate contribution
from the base metal volume and associated flaw distribution to the calculated
failure rate associated with the circumferential-weld volume.

The results, however, are adequate to show that the longitudinal-weld volume
dominates the calculated failure rate in a vessel beltline having hoth weld
orientaticns. For this reason, the analyses in this report typically are
based on the beltline configuration illustrated in Figure 2.1a, where only the
longitudinal-weld volume is used to determine failure rate.

5.1.2.2 Flaw Location and Startup Condition

The results contained in this repc~t are based on the assumption that the flaw
always extends into the vessel wall from the inside surface. However, flaws
are likely to be distributed throughout the vessel wall. Flaw location
influences calculated failure rate because the values of neutron fluence,
thermal, and residual stress, as well as the modifying function, Fi’ in
equation (1), vary through the vessel wall. Startup and shutdown operations
also are evaluated as failure-rate parameters because they are coupled with
flaw location. The coupling exists because the magnitude and sign of the
thermal stress change within the vessel wall as a function of startup and
shutdown operations.

To determine how calculated failure rate is affected by flaw location and
startup and shutdown operations, pressure/temperature paths that correspond to
operation at a constant failure rate were determined for the foilowing
conditions:

S=7




(1) Shutdown - flaw at vessnl inner surface only

(2) Shutdown - flaw equally likely at vessel inner or outside surface
(3) Startup - flaw at vessel inner surface only

(4) Startup - flaw at vessel outside surface oniy

(5) Shutdown - flaw at vessel nutside surface only

Although other combinations of startup and shutdown operations and flaw
location could have been examined, these five conditions illustrate the
influence of the two parameters on failure rate, show the interaction of the
parameters, and identify the dominant conditions.

The pressure/temperature paths associated with the five startup, shutdown, and
flaw combinations are presented in Figure 5.4. The results represent startup
or shutdown operation at a constant failure rate of 10-% failures per event
for a neutron fluence corresponding to £OL.

Several observations can be made from the results presented in Figure 5.4.
First, the upper bound of the five conditions is the pressure/temperature path
developed tor shutdown operation of a vessel having an outside flaw only; the
lower bound corresponds to shutdown operation of a vessel having only an
inside flaw. The shutdown bounding conditions are expected because during
shutdown an outside flaw experiences the lowest fluence and thermal stress,
while an inside flaw is subjected to the highest fluence and thermal stress.

In contrast to the bounding curves associated with snutdown, the two pressure/
temperature paths developed for startup operation with (respective) inside and
outside flaw locations lie quite close to eadch other. During startup a flaw
located at the inside surtace is subject to relatively high fluence and low
thermal stress, compared to an outside flaw where the fluence is low but the
thermal stress is high. Thus for startup operation, fluence and thermal
stress are parameters that compensate rather than reinforce each other with
respect to calculated failure rate. The proximity of the two startup curves
indicates that the fluence/thermal stress compensation is nearly 1 to 1 in
this instance.
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rinally, both startup and shutdown operations were analyzed using the
assumption that the vessel would have both inside and outs..e surface flaws,
each of which was equally likely to occur. The probability that any specific
size flaw would occur remained the same as that used for the single flaw
analyses.

The resultant pressure/temperature path for shutdown operation is shown in
Figure 5.4 as the second curve from the right. As might be expected by the
relative positions of the two shutdown curves with single inside and cutside
flaw locations, the alternating flaw condition during shutdown is dominated by
the inside flaw location. The pressure/temperature path corresponding to the
alternating flaw condition for startup is not shown in Figure 5.4 but lies
between the two startup paths for the single-flaw location. This location, of
course, indicates that the inside and outside surface flaws contribute
approximately the same amount to failure probability during stortip.

The results in Figure 5.4 indicate that shutdown operation and inside flaw
location are the operational condition and flaw location that dominate cal-
culated failure rate in the startup/shutdown sequence. Further, the results
obtained for startup and shutdown operation are sufficient to indicate that
the inside surface flaw condition also dominates the calculated failure rate
for the three remaining operational events. For this reason, an inside
surface flaw typically is used throughout this report in the analyses of all
the operational events; shutdown operation is used to represent the startup/
shutdown operational sequence. The use of more precise models for these
variables would not significantly alter the calculated results.

5.1.2.3 Flaw Distribution

The flaws of interest in this generic fracture-mechanics evaluation are those
that are undetected and remain in the vessel. Consequently, few data are
available to form a precise quantitative definition of flaw distribution, and
parametric studies were conducted to determine the sensitivity of calculated
failure rate to flaw distribution. The OCTAVIA end-of-life and Marshall
preservice flaw distributions shown in Figure 4.2 were used in the sensitivity
study. These two distributions were chosen because (1) they bound the
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distributions that twyi ly are us n an . of the rates of vesse)
failure, and (2) intuition s\ ts Lhi distribution could reasonably
f

bhe vl‘)t-(’,tuf to exi1s5t y | Ome 1 the “l"‘l"-"\'”‘l life of the

vesse |

Figures 5.5 and 5.6 present the constant 10-° failure-rate pressure/temperature
paths calculated for the two distributions at neutron-fluence levels corre-
ponding to 10 EFPY and EOL, respectively lo obtain a numerical estimate of
the offect of flaw distribution on failure rate, failure rates were calculated
,ing the OCTAVIA distribution at several points along the 10-° failure-rate
curves obtained from the Marshall preservice distribution The result:
indicate that the failure rates obtained by using the OCTAVIA flaw distri-
bution are approximately an order of magnitude higher than those obtained

using the Marshall preservice flaw distribution.

The results shown in Figures 5.5 a oo suggest that the failure rate for the
ytartup/shutdown sequence 1s idly y the range of flaw distribu-

tions evaluated in this report e calculated results also indicate that

fatigue-crack growth is a small contributor to failure rate for the startup/

shutdown sequence This conclusior yased on the observation in Figure 4.2
l i

that the maximum predicted relative fatigue-crack-growth distribution,
designated as Marshall EOL, lies between the two distributions used 1n the
sensitivity study Based on the expected relative position of fatigue-crack-
growth distribution at <l aind EOL, 1t ars that fatigue-crack growth
ontributes signficantly §s LN ' der of magnitude to failure rate
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Figure 5.5: CLomparison of 10-° Constant Failure-Rate Pressure/Temperature
Paths for OCTAVIA EOL and Marshall Preservice Longitudinal
Flaw Distributions at 10 EFPY Fluence.
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conducted assuming that 0.125-in., 0.25-in., 0.5-in., and 1.0-in. flaws are
almost always present and undetectecd in the vessel beltline.

The results indicate that the calculated failure rate for the startup/shutdown
sequence is insensitive to the minimum detectable flaw sizes of 0.125 in.,
0.25 in., and 0.5 in. However, when 1.0-in. flaws are assumed to be unde-
tectable, the calculated failure rate increases by approximately two orders of
magnitude. The results were obtained at a neutron-fluence level corresponding
to 10 EFPY of operation.

5.1.2.5 Copper Content

As described in Section 4.4, the copper distribution for the reference
variable condition r¢presents the variation in copper content through the
beltline weld volume of operating PWRs. However, two additional distributions
are important for a generic study of reactor-vessel integrity. These addi-
tional distributions are (1) a distribution associated witl newer vessels,
where copper content is reduced and less variable than that in operating PWRs
and (2) constant copper content used to construct ASME code pressure/
temperature limits for startup and shutdown operations. Parametric studies
were completed to define the relative effect of the various copper
distributions on calculated failure rate.

Results from the sensitivity studies are illustrated in Figures 5.7 and 5.8
for neutron-fluence levels corresponding to 10 EFPY and EOL operations,
respectively. Pressure/temperature paths corresponding to a calcuiated
constant failure rate of 10-5 failures per event are presented in each figure
for two normal distributions and four constant copper values. The distri-
butacn representing operating PWRs has a mean, p, of 0.23% and a standa d
deviation, o, of 0.07%. The distribution associated with newer plants has p
equal to 0.12% and o equal to 0.012%. The four constant values of coppe~
content are 0.12, 0.15, 0.23 and 0.3"%. The normal distribution used for
newer plants is an estimate based on upper limits for copper content that are
typically used in material specifications. The constant values of copper
content of 0.12, 0 15, 0.23, and 0.35% represent, respectively, the estimate
of the mean of the new plant distribution, the two-sigma limit for the new

5-14



|
200
Temperature in °F

-8
£&
©o
.wo "oy //. /
) 5 33 2
g & 2} \
H ! ;
i
.Au.l
2
] TR L 1 [
E oy ) ; '
|1Sd ul 8inssaiy
Figure 5.7: Effect of Copper Content and Distribution or Constant

10-5 Failure-Rate Pressure/iemperature Paths at 10 EFPY Fluence

5-15



105 Failures per Event

EOL Fiuence

uCu = 0.23%
oCu = 0.07%

Cu = 0.23%

uCu = 0.35%
oCu = 0.07%

uCu = 0.12%
oCu = 0.012%

p—
00

7

Figure 5.8:

: ; : &

ISd Ul 8unsse.y

2000

Efiect of Copper Content and Distribution on Constant

10-® Failure-Rate Pressure/Temperature Paths at EOL Fluence

5-16

Temperature in °F



plant distributicn, the mean for the operating plant distribution, and the
upper-1imit copper content used in Regulatory Guide 1.99 (Ref. 15).

The results shown in Figures 5.7 and 5.8 indicate that the constant
failure-rate curves associated with the two normal distributions are bounded
by the curves obtained for constant values of copper content representing the
mean and the mean plus approximately two standard deviations for the respec-
tive distributions. For the EOL-fluerce level and the higher copper contents
representative of operating PWRs, the curves for the mean, upper limit, and
normal distributions are coincident. The concidence occurs because the
combination of high copper content and fluence dictates that (T-RTNDT) is in
the lower pari of the fracture-toughness curve in Figure 4.3. Here, the value
of ch does not change rapidly with changes in RTNDT; consequently, the
calculated failure rates are relatively insensitive to copper conternt and
fluence in this range.

In contrast, the results in Figure 5.7 show that failure rate is quite
sensitive tc the copper content at fluences associated with 10 EFPY of
operation. This sensitivity exists because the combination of copper content
and fluence res.its in values of (T-RTNDT) that are in the transiti,n region
of Figure 4.3. In this region, KIC--and hence the failure rate--is quite
sensitive to changes in RTNDT'

5.1.2.6 KIC Range

As described in Chapter 4, the variation of the material-fracture toughness,
KIC' is mode:ed by a standard deviation that is 10% o“ the mean value obtained
from equations (2) and (3). For the reference variable condition, the
allowable range of material-fracture toughness is

(Ko - 30) < K K. + 30

1c < (Ky¢ * 30)

However, because the estimates of s andard deviation and range of KIC are
hased on limited data, a parametric study was performed at the 10 EFPY-fluence
level to estimate the sensitivity of calculated failure rate to the rangz of
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allowable KIC‘ Several additional ranges of KIC were evaluated; these
included

KIC; (KIC t lo); (KIC t 20); (KIc t 30); and 0 < KIc < (KIC t 30)

The results from the sensitivity studies indicate that failure rate increases
as the range-of fracture toughness increases from a constant value of RIC to
the ranges (KIC t lo) amd (KIc t 20). Over this range of KIC the increase in
failure rate was less than a factor of 5 at higher temperatures in the
transition temperature region and was approximately equal to a factor of 10 at
lTower temperatures in the transition region. The calculated failure rates
remained essentially constant throughout the entire transition temperature
region for Ehe fracture toughness ranges of (RIC t 20), (RIC t 30), and

0 < Kpe < (Kyp + 30).

5.2 Normal Full-Power Operation

This section presents the calculated failure rates for the reference variable
condition and various parametric studies associated with fuli-power operaticn
in the upper-shelf temperature region. The failure rates are calculate. at
fluence levels corresponding to 10 EFPY and EOL operation.

As Reference 15 and equation (3) specify, the fracture resistarce of
irradiated pressure-vessel steels in the upper-shelf temperature region can be
expressed as a function of the initial unirradiated upper-shelf CVN absorbed
energy and a decrease in this initial value as a result of neutron irradia-
tion. Consequently, the calculatad failure rates in the section are presented
as a function of both the unirradiated and irradiated CVN upper-shelf absorbed
energies. This presentation facilitates comparison of the results with the
minimum absorbed energy values specified for the beltline region materials by
Appendix G to 10 CFR Part 50, namely, 75 ft-1b for unirradiated material and
50 “"t-1b fonr irradiated material.
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5.2.1 Reference Variable Condition

Figures 5.9 and 5.10 present the calculated failure rate vs upper-shelf energy
at neutron-fluence levels corresponding to 10 EFPY and EOL, respectively, for
normal operation at 2250 psi and 550°F and the reference variable condition.
For full-power operation, the reference variable condition includes an assumed
thermal stress equal to zero.

The upper-shelf energies are represented in the figures by two scales on the
abcissa. The upper scale on the abcissa is the orginal unirradiated upper-
shelf energy. For convenience, the lower scale provides a reference for
evaluating the condition of the irradiated material and represents the mean
irradiated upper-shelf energy at a quarter of the wall tnickness from the
inside surface of the vessel, assuming a copper content of 0.23%. This
representation is used to define irradiated upper-shelf energy because a
single value cannot be defined when fracture toughness, flaw depth, and copper
content are treated as random variables.

For a neutron-fluence level corresponding to 10 EFPY, Figure 5.9 indicates
failure rates of less than 10-® when the unirradiated and irradiated upper-
shelf energies are greater than approximately 45 and 29 ft-1bs, respectively.
For a neutron-fluence level corresponding to EOL, the calculated failure rates
are less than 10-® when the unirradiated and irradiated upper-shelf energies
are greater than approximately 55 and 29 ft-1lbs, respectively.

A comparison of the calculated relationship between failure rate and
upper-shelf energy in Figures 5.9 and 5.10 can be used to illustrate the
relative margins against fracture provided by the 75- and 50-ft-1b limits set
by Appendix G to 10 CFR 50 for unirradiated and irradiated material, respec-
tively. For example, the figures indicate that an irradiated upper-shelf
energy greater than approximately 29 ft-1b corresponds to a failure rate of
less than 10-® failures per eveni. This is significantly less than the
specified 50 ft-1b. The resuits in Figure 5.10 indicate that the initial
unirradiated upper-shelf energy corresponding to a failure rate less than
10~ fa,iJre per event must be at least 55 ft-1b; this vaiue is significantly
less than the specified 75 ft-1b. However, these indicated correlations
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between tailure rate and single specified values of upper-shelf energy are not
exact and depend on variables such as flaw distribution, assumed single values
for copper content, and the irradiation damage model. Different input for
these variables would shift the position of the calculated curves relative to
the requirements of Appendix G to 10 CFR 50 and modify the indicated margins.

The results from the parametric studies in the following sections can be used
to judge the influence of several variables on the relationship between
failure rate and upper-shelf energy.

5.2.2 Normal Full-Power-Operation Sensitivity Studies

The variables included in the parametric studies for normal full-power
operation in the upper-shelf ‘emperature region are flaw distribution, minimum
detectable flaw size, copper content, and thermal stress. Except for the
particular variable being evaluated during a para.etric study, the variables
used in each analysis are those described in Section 4.4 for the reference
variable cendition.

5.2.2.1 Flaw Distribution

Studies were performed to determine the sensitivity of calculated failure
rates to the assumed f'aw distribution in the upper-shelf temperature region.
As in the sensitivity studies for normal startup and shutdown operation, the
OCTAVIA EOL and the Marshall preservice flaw distributions were used to
indicate the sensitivity of calculated failure rates to significantly dif-
ferent assumed flaw distributions. To estimate the effect of fatique crack
growth on failure rate over the design life of a PWR, the failure rate also
was calculated at the EOL fluence level for the Marshall EOL flaw
distribution.

In Figure 5.11, the calculated failure rate vs upper-shelf energy is plotted
for the OCTAVIA EOL and the Marshall preservice flaw distributions at a
neutron-fluence leve! corresponding to 10 EFPY. There is a relatively large
difference in calculated failure rates for the different flaw distributions;
this difference ranges from one to two orders of magnitude. Figure 5.12
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presents the calculated failure rate vs upper-shelf energy for the OCTAVIA ard
Marshall end of life, and Marshall preservice flaw distributions at a neutron-
fluence level corresponding to EOL. Again the failure probability is relatively
sensitive to flaw size; the calculated failure rate ranges from 10 to 100 times
less for the Marshall preservice distribution than for the OCTAVIA EOL distribu-
tion. Comparison of the results obtained using the Marshall preservice and

EOL flaw distributions indicates that fatigue crack growtn can increase the
failure rate by up to a fictor of 10.

5.2.2.2 Minimum Detectable Flaw Size

Sensitivity studies were conducted to determine the effect of minimum detectable
flaw size on the calculated failure rate in the upper-shelf temperature region.
The discrete representation of the OCTAVIA flaw distribution was aitered by
assuming that 0.125-in., 0.25-in., 0.5-in., 1.0-in., and 1.5-in. flaws are almost
always present and undetected in the vessel beltline. The results of these
studies are presented in Figure 5.13 for a neutron-fluence level corresponding
to E0L. The results shown in the figure indicate that for initial upper-shelf
energies greater than 50 ft-1bs, the calculated failure rate is insensitive to
undetected flaw sizes up to 1.5 in. For initial upper-shelf energies less than
50 ft-1bs, the calculated failure rate is insensitive to undetected flaw sizes
up to 0.5 in. but extremely sensitive to undetected flaw sizes of 1.0 in. or
greater.

5.2.2.3 Copper Content

The decrease in upper-shelf energy is mainly a function of fluence and copper
content. Calculations were performed to determine the sensitivity of calculated
failure rates to the same distributions of copper content that were described
and evaluated in Section 5.1.2.5 for normal startup ard shutdown operations.
Results from the sensitivity studies are illustrated in Figures 5.14 and 5.15
for neutron-fluence levels corresponding to 10 EFPY and EOL operation, respec-
tively. Plots of failure rate vs upper-shelf energy are presented in these
figures for the normal distribution corresponding to operating plants (u = 0.23%,

5-25



103
o EOL Fluence
P P = 2250 psi
04—
S -
g3
w
e !
b—
—
b—
—
108 .
Unirradiated 20 30 40 50 60 70
Irradiated® 11 16 2 27 32 38

Upper-Shelf Energy in ft-Ibs

*Irradiated upper-shelf value at one-quarter
wall thickness, assuming 0.23% Cu content.

Figure 5.13: Undetected-Flaw-Size Sensitivity Study
for Full-Power Operation at EOL Fluence

5-26



10EFPY
P= 2250 psi
T=550°F
\ \/CU b
104
5
3
£ \ uCu = 0.23%
g oCu = 0.07%
3 i —~Cu = 0.23%
uCu = 0.12%
oCu = 0.012%
105 p—
= Cu = 0.15%
108 \ \kl L
Unirradiated 20 30 40 50 60 70
Th/4 irradiated* 12 18 24 30 36 42

Figure 5. 14:

Upper-Sheif Energy in ft-lbs

*Irradiated upper-shelf value at Th/4
assuming 01.23% Cu content

Copper-Content Sensitivity Study for

Full-Power Operation at 10 EFPY Fluence

5-27




103 \

EOL Fluence
@ \ P = 2280 psi
b T=580°F
\ Cu = 0.23%
| uCu = 0.23%
\ \ |oCu = (L %
104
-
b
b
o§ -
& -
D
n o
®
2 Cu = 0.12%
] L
u
uCu = 0.12% i
oCu = 0.012% |
105
=
Cu = 0.15%
106 - .
Unirradiated 20 30 40 50 60 70
Th/4 Irradiated® 11 16 2 27 32 38

Upper-Shelf Energy in ft-ibs

*Irradiated upper-shelf value at Th/4
assuming 0.23% Cu content

Figure 5.15: Copper-Content Sensitivity Study for
Ful (-Power Operation at EOL Fluence

5-28




o = 0.07%), the normal distribution assumed for new plants (p = 0.12%, o = C.012%),
and four constant copper contents (0.12, 0.15, 0.23, and 0.35%).

The results in Figures 5.14 and 5.15 indicate that the calculated failure rates
differ by up to a factor of approximately 20 at any specified upper-shelf energy.
At each fluence, the calculated failure rates associated with the two normal
distributions are essentially the same as the calculated failure rates for the
constant copper values corresponding to the mean of the respective distributions.

Because the computer code predicts the same drop in shelf energy at fluences

greater than 3 x 10'® n/cm? for all copper contents greater than 0.25% (as

specified in Ref. 15), the calculated failure rates for fluences greater than

3 x 10'® n/cm? and copper values greater than 0.25% would be expected to converge

on the failure-rate curve corresponding to 0.35% constant copper value in Figure 5.15.
The results indicate that calcu’ated failure rates for normal full-power operating
conditions are not as sensitive to copper content as the calculated failure

rates for startup and shutdown operations.

5.2.2.4 Thermal Stress

Failure rates for the normal full-power-operation reference case were
calculated for steady-state operating conditions assuming no significant
thermal gradient through the wall of the reactor pressure vessel. A study was
conducted to determine the sensiti. ity of the calculated failure rates to
possible thermal stresses. In Figure 5.16, the failure rate vs upper-shelf
energy at a neutron-fluence level corresponding to EOL operation is presented
for the normal full-power-operation reference variable condition, assuming
both a zero thermal stress and a positive *hermal stress at the inside diame~
ter. The positive thermal stress ic equal to the thermal stress calculated
for normal reactor shutdown in the transition-temperature region. The resuits
in Figure 5.16 indicate that assuming a positive thermal stress equal to that
associated with normal shutdown operation can resuli in nearly an order of
magnitude increase in calculated failure rate compared to full-power operating
conditions where thermal stress is assumed to be egual to zero.
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5.3 Anticipated Low-Tem _rature,Fressure Transients

During the period from 1969 to 1976, approximately 30 low-temperature/pressure
excursions that exceeded the allowable pressure/temperature limits for normal
startup o:..d shutdown operations at operating domestic PWRs were reported (Ref. 9).
fhe simulation program, which has the capability to simulate variable pressure
and temperature or hold them at a specified constant value, was used to calculate
the failure probability associated with these everts for the generic PWR beltline
region. The resu.ts of the low-temperature transient analysis generated with

the simulation program are presented in Section 5.3.1. Section 5.3.2 presents
sensitivity studies. Appendix A shows a comparison of the simulated results

with those previously generated using the OCTAVIA code.

5.3.1 Reference Variable Condition

The low-temperature/pressure transients were evaluated using the simulatien
program. Pressure and temperature were treated as random variables to calculate
the fai'ure rate fcr reactor pressure vessels subject to the observed transients.
Using the sbserved events described in Reference 9 and statistical-significance
tests, it was determined that the pressure and temperature distributions could

be represanted by the Johnson SB distribution (Ref. 11). Failure rates calculated
using the simulation program were nultiplied by a factor of 0.08, which corresponds
to the obseived frequency of events per year of reactor operation, as described

in the OCTAVIA code.

The failure rates for a reactor pressure vessel subject tn the observed
overpressure events are presented in Table 5.1 for neutron-fluence levels
corresponding to 2.25 EFPY, 10.0 EFPY, and EOL. The results indicate that
without implementation of additional protective measures, the failure rate as
a result of the inadvertent transients would incrzase by a factor of about 50
at the end of EOL fluence, compared to 2.25 EPFY.



Table 5.1: Calculated Failure Rates for Low-Temperature/
Pressure Transients

Fluence Fail ‘e Rate

(EFPY) (fai'ures per reactor year)
2.25 9.5 X 10-¢
10.0 1.1 X 10-4
EGL 5.3 X 10-4

5.3.2 Anticipated Low-Temperature/Pressure-Transient Sensitivity Studies

5.3.2.1 Flaw Distribution

As in the previous sensitivity studies, the OCTAVIA EOL and Marshall
preservice flaw distributions are used to define the sensitivity of calculated
failure rate to a wide range of assumed flaw distributions, which could
reascnably be expecte! to exist in a vessel at some point in its operating
life. These calculated failure rates, adjusted to a per year basis, are
presented in Table 5.2. The results in Table 5.2 indicate that the calculated
failure rates are relatively insensitive to the assumed fiaw distribution.

Table 5.2: Calculated Failure Rates as a Function of
Flaw Distribution and Neutron Fluence
for Lo ~Temperature/Pressure Transient-

Failure Rate
(failures per reactor year)

Fluence OCTAVIA EOL Marshall Preservice
(EFPY) Distribution Distribution
2.25 9.5 X 10-% 3.5 X 10-%

10.0 1.1 X 10-4 4.4 X 10-°

EOL 53 X 10-¢ 2.4 X 10-*
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5.3.2.2 Minimum Detectable Flaw Size

Sensitivity studies were conducted to determine the effect of minimum
detectable flaw size on the calculated failure rate. Failure rates were
calculated assuming that 0.125-in., 0.25-in., and 0.5-in. flaws, respectively,
almost always are present and undetacted in the vessel beltline. At neutron-
fluence levels correspond.ng to 10 EFPY and EuL, the calculated failure rates
wera relatively insensitive to undetected flaw sizes up to 0.25 in. For an
undetected flaw size of 0.5 in., the calculated failure rates increased
approximately by an order of magnitude at both fluence levels.

5.4 Postulated High-Temperature/Pressure Transients

Failure rates were calculated for the typical reactor pressure vessel

subjected to postulated high-temperature/pressure transients at neutron-
fluence levels corresponding to 10 EFPY and EOL. These transients were
assumed to occur at 550°F and to range from 3000 psi to 5000 psi. The vessel
was assumed to have an initial, unirradiated upper-shelf energy or 65.0 ft-1bs;
thermal stresses were assumed to be equal to zero.

5.4.1 Reference Variable Condition

Figure 5.17 presents the calculated failure rates vs pressure at neutron-
fluence levels corresponding to 10 EFPY and EOL for the reference variable
condition. The calculated failure rates range from approximately 10-3 to 10-°
failures per event, depending on the magnitude of the pressure transient and
the neutron-fluence level. These results 4o not include the probability that
the high-pressure transient will, in fact, occur.

5.4.2 Sensitivity Studies
5.4.2.1 Flaw Distribution
A study was conducted to determine the sensitivity of the calculated failure

rate to the assumed flaw distribution for postulated high-temperature/pressure
transients. Figures 5.18 and 5.19 present the calculated failure rates vs
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pressure, for both Marshall preservice flaw distribution and the OCTAVIA
distribution at neutron-fluence levels corresponding to 10 EFPY and EOL,
respectively. Over the range of pressures considered, the failure rates
determined from the Marshall preservice flaw distribution vary between one to
two orders of magnitude less than the failure probabilities ca culated for the
OCTAVIA flaw distribution at each of the fluence levels.

5.4.2.2 Minimum Detectable Flaw Size

Sensitivity studies were conducted to determine the effect of minimum
detectable flaw size on the calculated failure rate. Failure probabilitii.
were calculated at pressures of 3000 psi and 5000 psi, assuming that
0.125-in., 0.25-in., 1.0-in., and 1.5-in. flaws, respectively, are almost
always present and undetected in the vessel beltline.

At a neutron-fluence level corresponding to 10 EFPY, the calculated failure
rate at 3000 psi pressure is relatively insensitive to undetected.flaw sizes
up to 1.5 in. For an undetected flaw size of 2.0 in., the failure probability
increased approximately two orders of magnitude. At a neutron-fluence level
corresponding to EOL, the calculated failure rate at 3000 psi is relatively
insensitive to undetected flaw sizes up to 1.0 in. For an undetected flaw
size of 1.5 in., the calculated failure rate increased by more than &. order
of magnitude. At both 10 EFPY and EOL fluence levels, the calculated failure
rate for 5000 psi pressure was relatively insensitive to undetected flaw sizes
up to 0.5 in. For an undetected flaw size of 1.0 in., the calculated failure
rate increased nearly two orders of magnit de.
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6 FURTHER DISCUSSION, SUMMARY, AND CONCLUSIONS

This study had three major objectives: (1) to better define the effect of
neutron irradiation, material variation, and flaw distribution on the failure
rate for the beltline region of PWR pressure vessels; (2) to estimate the
relative margins against failure for normal operation and certain transient
conditions associated with nuclear pressure vessels; and (3) to evaluate the
current limitations for using fracture mechanics models to predict failure
rates for nuclear pressure ves.els. Severa' observations relative to these
goals can be made from the results presented in Section 5.0.

First, copper content and flaw distribu ion have been shown to have a major
infiuence on calculated failure rate. However, the degree of influence of
these variables changes significantly depending on neutron fluence level and
the pressure/temperature states asscciated with various reactor conditions.

The calculated failure rate is very sensitive toc copper content where
combinations of copper content, neutron fluence, and temperature result in
reactor operation near the middle of the transition temperature region. In
this reyion, relatively small variations in copper content produce relatively
large changes in fracture resistance and significantly influence failure rate.
In contrast, the failure rate is relatively insensitive to copper content
where combinations of copper content, neutron filuence, and temperature result
in reactor operation in or near either the iower- or upper-shelf temperature
regions. In both these regions, the failure rate is relatively insensitive to
copper content because wide variation in copper content does not produce large
changes in fracture resistance.

For the range of variables included in this study, the failure rates
associated with operating events that take place in the transition temperature
region are very sensitive to medium and high levels of copper content at the
10 EFPY fluence level:; the failure rate is somewhat less sensitive at lower
copper levels where the variable conditions correspond to operation in the
upper transition temperature region, near the upper shelf. At the EOL fluence
level, the failure rate for events that occur in the transition temperature
region is very sensitive to low and medium levels of copper content; the
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failure rate is not sensitive to copper content at the higher levels of copper
where the variable conditions correspond to operation in the lower-shelf
temperature region. In the upper-shelf temperature region, the calcuiated
results indicate that failwe rate is only mildly sensi...e to copper content
over a wide range of neutron fluence. In contrist to the general trends
indicated for copper content, the calculated failure rate is very sensitive to
flaw distribution in the upper-shelf temperature region but is only mildly
sensitive to flaw distribution in the transition temperature region.

The sensitivity of calculated failure rate to flaw distribution and copper
content and results from sensitivity studies for other vaiiables provide
information from which conclusions can be drawn concerning margins against

failure and the limitations of using fracture mechanics models to predict
failure rate.

As Figures 5.1 and 5.2 indicate, the safety margins provided by the pressure/
temperature limits specified by the ASME Code for reactor start-up and
shutdown correspond to failure rates of approximately 10-7 failures per vessel
year. The results presented in Figures 5.1 and 5.2 do suggest, however, that
inaccuracies in reported copper content are important and that caution should
be exercised when developing deterministic operational Timits; that is,
pressure/temperature limits constructed for vessels fabricated using proce-
dures typica.ly resulting in high and variable copper contents in welds should
not be based on single reported copper contents that are relatively low.

The accuracy of the calculated failure rates indicated in Figures 5-1i and 5-2
should not be significantly affected by inaccuracies in the random variables.
This is believed to be true because the failure rates are derived from
variables that are either well defined or that produce relatively small
changes in failure rate over range considered in this study. Specifically,
the failure rate in the transition temperature region is only mildly sensitive
to flaw distribution and the range of KIC’ the two variables having signifi-
cant uncertainty. Although the failure rate is very sensitive to copper
content at lower fluence levels, the copper content is relatively well defined
for various classes of vessels,
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For the upper-shelf temperature region, the results shown in Figure 5-10
indicate that the requirements for minimum unirradiated and irradiated
upper-shelf energies of 75 and 50 ft-1b, respectively, correspond to failure
rates less than 10-® failu:es per vessel year. However, the results in
Figure 5.12 also indicate that the sensitivity of failure rate to flaw
distribution is significant. Consequently, because filaw distribution is a
variable with significant uncertainty, the accuracy of the calculated failure
rates in the upper-shelf temperature region cannot be well defined. Qualita-
tively, however, the calculated results imply that the minimum upper-shelf
energy requirements provide adequate safety margins because, aithough the
results are sensitive to flaw distribution, the range of flaw distribution
used in th. sensitivity studies is intuitiveiy reasonable and the results are
relatively insensitive to undetected flaw depths of up to 1 in.

Implicit in all the results presented in this study are the r:Ziation damage
mode! describea in Reference 15, linear elastic fracture mechanics models for
predicting vessel failure, and an assumption that the weld metal is the
dominant failure contributor in the beltline region. The accuracy of each of
these assumptions, while not concidered explicitly in this study, will have an
effect on the calculated results and their application; therefore, some
additional comments about these assumptions are appropriate.

The damage model in Reference 15 is based on the test results obtained from
specimens that had been irradiated in reactor surveillance capsules and test
reactors. A review of the data obtained from reactor surveillance capsules
indicates that the relationship between neutron fluence and shift in RTNDT
defined in Reference 15 for weld metal represents, within 5 or 10°F, an
average line for the population of weld data for fluence levels up to 10'®
n/cw?. In the upper-shelf temperature region and at fluence levels about 10!°
n/cm? in the transition temperature region, few surveillance data are avail-
able to make an accurate assessment of the damage model in these regions.
Further, there are some very limited data that suggest that Reference 15 may
overpredict irradiation damage at fluence levels in excess of 10'® n/cm? in
both the transition and upper-shelf temperature regions. To determine what
effect an overpredicticn at high fluence rates would have on failure rate, the
failure rate in the upper-shelf temperature region was recalculated for the
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EOL fluence level using the assumption that at fluences greater than 10!'°
n/cm? the reauction in upper-shelf energy was constant and equa’ to the
reduction predicted at 10'® n/cm? by Reference 15. The resultant failure rate
was determined to be within a factor of approximately two; this result ir {i-
cates that the failure rate is essentially insensitive to the assumed damage
saturation at high fluence levels. Based on the review of the data in the
transition temperature region and the insensitivity to damage in the upper-
shelf regior, it is concluded that the damage model in Reference 15 does not
introduce any significant inaccuracy into the failure rate calculations.

Linear elastic fracture mechanics is an accepted method to predict failure
vhen conditions are such that initial crack extension results in unstable
fracture from cleavage. Ffor the stress conditions evaluated in this study,
linear elastic fracture mechanics models should result in accurate failure
estimates through most of the transition temperature. Recent work (Reference 19)
in elastic plastic fracture mechanics has provided fracture models that
generally are more appropriate for application in the upper-shelf temperature
region; however, these methods and the materials data needed to apply the
methods have not yet had wide application. Although the failure criterion
employed in this siudy is not likely to predict nonconservative failure rates,
an explicit determin ¢ the accuracy of the results for the upper-shelf
region cannot be defiia uniil tiese newer methods and associated data can be
applied.

The flaw distributions used in this study are estimates based on the volume of
weld in the beltline region. The weld volume was used based on the belief
that the weld metal is more likely than the base metal to contain crack-like
defects and on the observation from reactor surveillance data that weld metal
having high and variable copper content is more sensitive to neutron irradia-
tion than is base meta! with similar copper cuntent. However, because the
base metal in the beltline region can have 20 to 25 times more volume than the
weld metal, it is difficult to determine what influence the base metal has
without an estimate of how much less likely it is that the base metal will
contain flaws compared to the weid metal. Consequently, some degree of
uncertainty must be associated with the calculated failure rates. However,
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the error associated with the effective beltline volume is likely to be small,
especially for vessels having beltli.e welds with high and variable copper
contents.

Based on the sensitivity studies and on consideration of the damage and failure
models and the flaw distribution, it appears that the calculated failure rates
are likely to be accurate within an order of magiitude for operational events
that take place in the transition temperature region and within somewhat less
than two orders of magnitude for operation:' events that take place in the upper-
shelf temperature region. While this range of uncertainty may cictate limited
use in applying the calculated failure rates in an absolute sense, the results
can better be used to rank and discriminate belween various failure contributors
and to complement deterministic solutions for decision making purposes. The
following examples illustrate applications in these areas.

Because the total probability of vessel failure is approximately equal to the
sum of the failure probabilities ssociated with individual events, the calcu-
lated failure rates can be usea to rank indiviaual events according to the
relative contribution to total failure rate and to ide tify conditions that
may lead to unacceptable contributions to risk. For example, consider the
failure rates associated witi normal full-powzr operation, postulated high
temperature/ pressure transients, and anticipated low temperature/pressure
transients relative to a failure rate for the normal startup/shutdown sequence
of approximately 10-7 failures per vessel year. The results given in

section 5.2.1 indicate that full-power operation in the upper-shelf tempera-
ture region at EOL fluence wil’ provide the same relative failure rate as
normal startup/shutdown if the initial, unirradiated upper-shelf energy is
approximately 60 ft-1b. Similarly, as Figure 5.19 shows, a high temperature/
pressure transient at 4000 psi would have the same relative failure rate as
no~mal startup/ shutdown at EOL fluence if the probability that the transient
would occur was no grea.>r than 10-® svents per vessel year. Based on this
ranking, some actior to reduce failure rate might be implemente. for vessels
having less than 60 ft-1b initial upper-shelf energy or for conditions that
may result in high temperature pressure transients of 4000 psi that ¢ cur at a
frequency greater than 10-3 events per vessel year.



Section 5.3 indicates that at EOL fluence the anticipated low temperature/
pressure transients would result in relative failure rates that are two orders
of magnitude higher than that associated with normal startup/shutdown opera-
tion if the transients were allowed to occur at the rate observed prior to
1978. This increased relative failure rate led, in part, to the installation
of protective devices to decrease the transient frequency.

Finally, a comment concerning the relationship between failure rate and
deterministic safety factors: several sensitivity studies in this report have
indicated that for some cperating conditions, the failure rate is only mildly
sensitive or relatively insensitive to signif.cant changes in variables, such
as flaw distribution ana ch. These variables typically are used with safety
factors or as bounding values to establish deterministic operating limitations.
In such cases, caution must be exercised in attaching significance to these
variables when setting operating limits. For example, failure rate is insen-
sitive to the range of KIC when ch is allowed to vary beyod the range

ch t 20. However, different deterministic operating limits and associated
levels of reliability would be obtained by using 2, 3, or 4 sigma limits for
K(C' In this instance, the actual levels of reliability could not be
accurately assessed from the KIC range alone because it has no effect on
failure rate. The level of reliability associated with the different
deterministically determined operating limits could only be evaluated by
determining the relative failure rates for the entire system depicted in
Figure 2.1 at each of the cistinct operating limits. The failure rate
calculation using the entire system interaction provides a necessary com-
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