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Docket No. 50-250
License No. DPR-31
EA B1-22

Florida Power and Light Company
ATTN: J. J. Hudiburg, President
P. 0. Box 529100
Miami, FL 23152

Gentlemen:

On January 29, 1981, the NRC Resident Inspecior entered the Turkey Point
control rcom at about 11:45 a.m. and found Uait 3 operating at full power
without an operator present at the controls. Unit 4 was also operating at
full power under the direct observation of & licensed reactor operator in the
two-unit shared control room. The licensed operator assigned to Unit 3 was in
& rocin behind the Unit 4 instrument panels, & jocation which precludes visually
monitoring reactor conditions on either unit. The safety significance of this
netier was discussed by telezhone with C. 0. woody of your staff on January 29
by James P. 0'Reilly, Director of the NEC Rezion II office. Your initia)
corrective actions were confirmed in a letie~ cated January 30, 1981, from the
Region 11 Director to E. A. hdomat, FP&L Exezutive Vice President.

The fact that nuclear reactor operstors are “jcensed by NRC is indicative of
their significant role in assuring the safety of plant operations. A fully
attentive operator present at the controls &- each operating unit to monitor
safety status and manually correct abnormal conditions is fundamenta) to the
tafe operation of a nuclear facility. Operzior absence, distractions, or
inattentiveness while assigned to the reactor controls will not be tolerated
by the NRC.

This event indicates that Florida Power and Light Company had not assured the
continuing presence of a licensed operator f~r each operating reactor. Accor-
dingly, we propose the imposition of a $40,020 civil penalty under the authority
of the June 30, 1980 amendment to the Atomic tnergy Act (P.L. 96-295) for the
violetion set forth in Appendix A to this le-ter. The proposed civil penalty
wés assessed in accordance with the Interim Znforcement Policy, 45 FR 66754
(Cctober 7, 1980), with the expectation that you will improve your management
control systems to assure that a licensed operator is continuously present at
the controls of each operating reactor. I cinnot overemphasize the importance
of licensed operators meeting the highest performance standards.

You are required to respond to this letter a=d should follow the instructions
in Appendix A when preparing your response. Your reply to this letter and the
resulis of future inspections will be consicered in determining whether
further enforcement action may be appropriate.
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Florida Power and Light Company

A copy of this letter and the enclosur
Room in accordance with 10 CFR 2.790.

Enclosure:
hppendix A, Notice of Violation and
Preposed Imposition of Civi) Penalty

cc w/encl:

£. A. Ademat, Executive Vice President
R. E. Uhrig, Vice President

h. £. Yaeger, Site Manager
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Sincerely,

Victor Stello, Jr.

Director

Office of Inspection and
Enfcrcement

SVarga, NRR:0ORB-1
FZrctenhuis, NRR:ORB-1

Dept. of Lega) Affairs
ATTN: Hon. Jim Smith
Attorney General
The Capitol
Tallahassee, FL 32304

Public Service Commission

ATTN: William T. Mayo
Chairman

101 E. Gaines St.

Tellahassee, FL 32304

Cepartment of Health and

Rehabilitative Services

ATTN: Ulray Clark, Administrator
Radiological Health Progr=v

1217 Winewood Blvd.

Tellahassee, FL 32301
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