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Inspection on Sectember 30, 1980 (Recort No. 15000027/80-62)

As part of the icw level waste inspection conducted during September 29, 1980
through October 2,1980, trailer numbers 440654 and 440132 were inspected and
are detailed in this report, fio packages were opened.

Representatives Cardin Garvin, Sandra Yakey, and Douglas Ernin frcm the
Department of Transportation were present at the site on Octcber 2,1980.
Burt Grey from the fievada State Health Division was present during this
inspection.

Results: Three apparent items os noncompliance with NRC/ DOT regulations were
coserved. See the enclosed report for details on potential items of noncompliance
found during the inspection of trailers 440654 and 440132. It appears the 1

ftRC Region I Office, the State of fievada and the Department of Transportation
are the appropriate organizations to take enforcement actions.
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DETAILS

Persons Contacted

Steve Carpenter, Site Manager, NECO
Brian Thayer, Assistant Site Manager, NECO
Jim Cruickshank, Radiation Safety Officer, NECO
Mark Poirier, Chemical Safety Officer, NECO
Burt Grey, Nevada State Health Division
Darwin Garvin, Department of Transportation
Sandra Yakey, Department of Transportation
Douglas Ernin, Department cf Transperation ,

Bob Gregg, United Nuclear Corporation
Peter Dessaulas, United Nuclear Corporation

Backorcund
~

As part of the icw level waste inspection conducted during September 29,
1980 through Octooer 2,1980, an inspection was initiated on Tri-State Motor
Tr ' sit Trailer Numcers 440654 and 440132 frem United Nuclear Corporation,
Wino River Junction, Rhode Islanc. During the unloading of trailer
number 440132, the shipment was fcund to contain a leaking drum identified
by the number 575 on the lid which corresponded to its weight. This item
of noncompliance prcmpted a State of Nevada banning of United Nuclear
Corporation. A seccnd shipment from United Nuclear Corporation was also
found to contain a leaking box, number 54. The State of Nevada banning
of United Nuclear Corporation meanc that all four trailers; three received
on September 29, 1980, yet not unloaded, and cne received on September 30,
1980 (although not accepted by NECO) were present at the Beatty site, but
cculd not be unloaded. Since these shipments were not off loaded due to
the State of Nevada banning, NRC inspection of individual waste packages
was not possible, and only those portions of the load surveyed could be
stated to be within limits. The results of the partial inspections of
trailer numbers 440654 and 440132 are detailed in this report. Potential
items of nonccmpliance for each shipment are described in paragraph 3.

Radiation surveys were performed with a Xetex Model 305B, serial number 8215,
due for recalibration October 1,1980. Contamination surveys and checks
for removable radioactive contamination were performed with an Eberline E-520
and HP-250 pancake probe, serial number 1747, due for recalibration
November 20, 1980.

Insoection

Licensee - Shipper United Nuclear Corporation
Wind River Junction, Rhode Island

Shipment Inspected September 30, 1980
Carrier Tri-State Motor Transit
Trailer 440654
Freight Bill 356922

Exhibit 1 Continued (page 2 of 15)
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1. This trailer transported five drums and fourteen boxes of LSA
radioactive waste as described in the Radioactive Shipment Record
(RSR) piovided as Attachment A. This was an enclusive use shipment.

2. Radiation surveys of the trailer indic;ted a maximum dose rate of
0.3 mr/hr at the surface of the trailer and 0.1 mr/hr at two meters
from the sides of the trailer. The dose rate in the cab was measured
to be 0.1 mr/hr.

3. 49 CFR 173.392 requires that for LSA waste: (1) The outside of each
outside package must be identified or otherwise marked " Radioactive-LSA"
and that (2) " Materials must be packaged in strong, tight packages so
there will be no leakage of radioactive material under conditions
normally incident to transportation."

.

Contrary to the above reouirements, box number 54 was not marked as
LSA and was found to be leaking water from the bottom seams of the box. -

Photographic documentation of package condition is provided in
Attachment C.

,

4. Checks of boxes for removable radioactive contamination and a survey of
the accessable portions of the trailer bed showed no significant
radioactive contamination above background.

Inscection>

.

Licensee - Shipper United Nuclear Corporation
Wind River Junction, Rhode Island

Shipment Inspected September 30, 1930
Carrier Tri-State Motor Transit
Trailer 440132
Freight Bill 356920

a

1. This trailer transported 60 drums and 1 box of LSA radioactive wastes
as described in Attachment B.

2. Radiation surveys of the trailer indicated a maximum dose rate of
0.2 mr/hr at the surface of the trailer and 0.1 mr/hr at two meters
from the sides of the trailer. The dose rate in the cab was measured
to be 0.1 mr/hr.

3. 49 CFR 173.392 requires materials shipped as LSA to "be packaged in
strong, tight packages so there will be no leakage of radioactive
materials under conditions normally incident to transporation."

Contrary to the above a drum marked with the number 575 (corresponding
to its weight) was found to be leaking fluid from a bung hole.
Photographic documentation of package condition is provided in
Attachrent C. 1

4. Checks of drums for removable radioactive contamination and a survey
of the accessable portions of the trailer bed showed no significant
radioactive contamination above background.

|
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Photograph 9 - Filter press in operation. Pressed sludge
falling into plastic lined 55-gallen drum
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Box 58 - Shipment 107
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