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Mr. Ivan Smith, Chairman =
Atomic Safety and L. ~ensing Board 3
(TMI-1 Restart) S
Nuclear Regulatory Commission w

Washington, D.C. 20555

Dear Mr. Smith:

It has recently come to my attention that you received
testimony on February 18 with regard to the question of
reporting of information during the accident at TMI-2. The
hearing transcript indicates some uncertainty as to whether
the Interior Committee majority staff report, Reporting of
Information Concerning the Accident at Three Mile lsland, is
a draft or final report. The report with page 247 dated
Janaury 29, 1981 is final. While some revisions may be made

as the report goes to press, the conclusicons as stated on
page 247 will remain unchanged.

I commend this report to your attention. In order that my
own position on this matter be clear I will reiterate a
statement I made to the NRC Commissioners on the occasion of
a hearing on February 24 before the House Interior Committee's
Subcommittee on Energy and the Environment:

Let me comment gquickly on the matter of reporting failures
that occurred during the episode at Three Mile Island.

These failures could have resulted in unnecessarily large
radiation exposures to the public if a major radiological
release had occurred on March 28, 1979. During the period
when the NRC and State of Pennsylvania were given inaccurate
and misleading information, the actual conditions at the
plant were such that there was substantial risk that a major
radiological release would occur. Yet, the Commission was
in the dark for more than two days as to the severity of the
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This is something that we, along with other investi-
gations, looked into with great depth, and I frankly do
net like what has been revealed. The reporting failures
called into question the fundamental premise on which

we are told that the regulatory framework is fcunded,
and that premise is that licensees will voluntarily
provide State and Federal officials with information
affecting the public health and safety.

It seems to me that you would have considered that one
of your pPrimary responsibilities [was to get to the
bottom] of why the reporting failures occurred but the
NRC and staff showed little inclination to do sO0. After
considerable prodding from our end the Commission
eventually did conduct an investigation which led to
action by the Commission majority which makes little
sense to me. . . .

In my view, vour statements and the Teport prepared by
the Office of Inspection and Enforcement have had the
effect of obscuring the issue. The result is to cast
doubt on your ability to confront difficult issues and
to be even-handed in your regulatory decisions.

I am also enclosing herein s-atements with regard to this
matter made ax the February 24 hearing by members of the
Advisory Committee on Reactor Safeguards.

Sincerely,

MORRIS K. UDALL
Chairman

Enclosure
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5 HEARINGS oN THE NUCLEAR REGUiITORY COMMISSION
6 iUTHORIZATION FOR FIscaL YEARS 1982 AND 1983
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15 The Subcommittee met. pursuant to notice, in room 1324

16{ Longuworth House 0ffjice S8uilding, commencing at 9:54 a.m.,
17f Honorable Morzis K. Udall (Chaizrman °of the Full Committae,
and of the Subcommittae °n EZnergy and the Envizonmunt)

{
|
|
19; Presiding.
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3199 Island Which had the zospon:xbxlxty there. oy
3200‘ 1nv.st19:txon: have showun that a lot of other compar es ang
3201 Operators have 3 much higher level o¢ tzainxng and much
3202 higher level o¢ Sophistication and Precautions against |
3203 accident than othex Utilities.
3204 Is thera & large Variety or large dxffazoncc 9F are thesa ;
3205 :Qlatxvoly Narrow things in terms of equipment, the ;
3206 abilities of stafs, and the People they need to really run a /

3207 safe teactor? gy, Are they about all the same in safety?

3206’ guess that 18 what I anm really asking, Ara they about 311

3210} Dz. Plesset, I would be glad o make 3 cComment angd then,
|
3211: of course, dafar to my ¢olleagues.

|
|
|
!
3209 | the zame in safety>? Dr. Plessat? f
f
|
|

!

]

!

3212 I think there ig a big Variation ip technical capabxl;txcs!
|

3213/ 5% different Jroups op Utilities to run Nuclear Pouer Plantg

3215] I think that thig MUSt be-~-yig¢ I may pe less dxplomat;c tha

JZTSf Perhaps the Commxssxonozs Were--why TMI-1 has been hangxng so
3217 long, That °rganization has shoun 1tsalsf to be not very |
32!8; effective, and in Particular r read the Tacord of your
32?9{ committae and 1t brings out very cleazly A2 couple things
that are ver, astonxsh;ng. On the very £irs- day of the
3221 daccident they Were aunze that things Wwere not going right,
3222| asg they could not degal With them because 0f the Lntozfezenca f

3223/ thay interposed betuean tha Ssafaty SYstams in the Plant,
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noasuzemonts at thoznocouplos. ncasutemcnt: in~core Wwhich

tempozatuzcs. and they made these not

aboyt it. I don'¢ undo:stand this, I just have to leave b 5

at that Point,

inczediolc.
The Chairman.

°f some Of the Corre

Commentg > Dr, Siess

Dz, Siess. Yo

3 feally tzoubled ne, yes, and ye all Knoy
SPondenca 70U refap to. Any final

?

U Knoy, I think there are claa:ly Some

dxffezences in tha way Plantg are ruyn,. I don's Rnow uhcther

it's a d;fferonce in
the manngement attit¢

it is in the lattez.

ude, but r am iielinegd to think a lot of
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3249 I have sacn ¢ related to Slze, angd I can not beliave that

|
3250’ 1t 13 the telling factor. We have had 3 incidents that have

|

3251! gotten 3 lot o%f publxczty, for eXample, TMI, to name one 55

3252 them; the Othez 2 Sccurrad jp the rva Teactor ang the Tva i
3253/ €ertainly one of t)e biggest and hest staffegq and best

325“/ Managed tichnxcal ozqanz:atzons around.

3255; SO0 I don't think we have S@roed in gp the cause of the

3255 dszezcnces but 1 am Sure theze are d:.ffezences.

3257‘ Dx. Mark. I think I would like +o add very cmaly

3258 Comment, Am not sure 1f I am more :hax;table °r lass

3259/ charitable than Milton, I am myep afvaid, jp connection

3260j With the Thrae Mile Island Peoplae, o¢ what they Understoog

326!; and what they dig ot say. 1 Juess T think they f2ally werea
3262/ that dump and that 18 mayhe less chazztable. but 3n another
3263 Hay you Might say it is more charztahle. I Worry aboyt

3264f assuming that they unda:stood Obvioyg things Wwhich Wwere ;
3265; clear to evozybody else, 3¢ least , Coupla days latey.
3266: Ceztaxnly the NRe People Wera there and they Wwere in a
3267{ Position to Ssee tiaings i1f they hag their @yes opaen 9F mindsg
3268/ in gear but there i3 no @Vidence that they did, although
32595 there Wwas 3 h,dzoqen buzn. I woulg have made my own

3274 Assumption that My Miller did not Know i¢ “4as g3 hyd:oge'
3271/ burn, 5y that Somabody in the back room jusgt said, ""Maybe |
3272{ it's hydtogen." 3ut did not get the feel;ng that that !

3273/ uas going ts close 3 logical SWitech £op haim,

POOR ORIgINA;
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3274 That jg Just an eémotion, a eaction.
3275 Dz, Plesset. It is clear oyg Chairman is more chotxtablo

3276 than the past-Chazr-an.
3277 Dr. Mark. I am not Sure. gy¢ there are dxffox.ncc: in
3278 Plaat ang YO0Uu meet this face to face at the acks when they

3279 come ang Sring thei~ “Wn people to discuss a constzuctzon

3280 Permit 4, opozat;ng Permit or 4 Problam and some °f thenm are
328!/ Just Very much in touch With what 15 needed to be in touch 1

3282, With ang in Command o¢ i1t; and others are calling in thejiy

3280{ Mz, So0=and-s¢ 15 here frxom Babecoek (4 Wilcox, Perhaps he
|
!
|

3285 does . '
3286; The Chairman. Let nme touch on one othey *hing then I /
3237/ rally have t, close the hcazing. I raiseq A Juestion tnis ’
3288 Morning of whetley there jg 4 valid feason why TMI- Which /

/
3289! Was an OPerating Teactor, appazently had some history of

f ®Perating safely ip any avent, why 1¢ should STill pe closed
3291 dowun after Years? 1o there somcthxng Specia. “hout that
3292/ tclatxonshxp OF would ye aluays close ;¢ dowun, ¢, - 18, if ’

32913 70U got 3 Pair of thenm should you aluays close down one isf

329y | You have g LocA of Severe event jin the Othey~?

3295) Dz, Plesset?
|
3296 Dr. Plessat, I think this Telates ¢4 the poins Just
!
32971 diseussed. I think that both Three Mile Island-1 and T™MI-2

3208/ Eepresent , Managemant that yas xnctadzbly incompetans and
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OPezation °of, for e2xXample

~Bessie. I think it's quite dzfﬁezent.

Dz. Mark. I think the techn;cal features °f that Plant,
3305f 1f 1n tzustaq handg, and in 3 politzcally POssible ¢limata,
3306! are such that there g RO reason Why thas Plant could not
3307 have been turned op in th- Summer o5 1979, €Xcept fop these
3308f Very reaj feasons, But they are noy Meéchanica) .

3309! The Chairman. Gentleman. 70U do googq Work, and r think
3310/ the Countzy ;¢ glad, 3¢ I am, that yoy rXe on the Job and
3311/ glving of 70uUr time at the ACRS angd I thank You fop §iving
33!2! °f your time here today, We will N0 douht have You ek

3313/ hera again.

{
3314 Thank 70U very much
3315 The subcomm;ttee is adjouzned.
3316 dhezeupon. at 2:3¢ P.m., the subcomm;ttee ad:ouzned to

|
3317 the cal} of the Chair.



