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.' (Dear Chairman Hendrie: 'o

My office has obtained a copy of a Federal Register hotaco
which will be published some time this week concerning the
licensing of commercial nuclear power plants- This proposal
reveals that the Reagan administration's solution to the " problem"
of increased concern about build:.ng more atomic power plants is
to cripple public participation in the licensing process.

Instead of heeding the lessons of Three Mile Island--exercising
greater caution.and instituting broader public participation in the
licensing process--your leadership as demonstrated by this particu-
lar proposal, is marching the Nuclear Regulatory Cc= mission in the
opposite direction. It is a path that paves the way for less
thorough safety work, of reduced reactor inspections and a
restricted public role in licensing proceedings by limiting access
to important safety information.

The record does not need to be recited in its entirety since
the pennsylvania accident of nearly two years ago. But some
highlights can put into perspective the constant movement within
the NRC toward an attitude of the "public be damned" and a
persistence to ignore the com=on recommendations of the many TMI
investigations.

First, the Three Mile Island accident was not merely another
accident; it was an emergency in which no operarting procedures had-
ever existed. Through a series of operator errors- and equipment
malfunctions, the TMI radioactive core had been uncovered for an
extended period of time, . temperatures within the core had become
superheated, rising from 700 degrees Farenheit to 2,500?F, a

~ hydrogen explosion had occurred within the containment building,
and some radiation readings were being recorded a 50,000 rems / hour.

A general emergency had been declared at Three Mile Island. The
accident that "couldn't happen" did. It befuddled and stymied your
agency for three days. As you yourself confessed to your colleagues
on March 30 while you served as the nation's top federal nuclear
official,your agency was like " blind men staggering in the dark." ]
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to crucial safety problems, not less; there needs to be more
fairness in the licensing process, no: less; and there needs to be
greater resources applied to and responsiveness to concerns raised
w., .w. ,e e-., -. , w , 4.... . . . . - . .- .

In short, everv. studv. stressed the "cublic-be-damned" attitude
.

so prevalent among many NRC staff and Commissioners had to dissolve.
NRC c.romotion of nuclear t.ower, long barred by congressional man-
,

. . . .cate in 1 ,e4,was suppose to cease anc, in its clace e.nere neece: to
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In the last two years, however, the NRC has steadily marched
backwards. Fundamental 1v., the ac.encv's " Action Plan" was the

.

product of a long series of informal negotiations with the nuclear
power industry. No public comments were solicited in the same
manner. Regrettably, the " Action Plan" basically incorporates the
industrv.'s agenda, not those of the c.ro-safetv exc.erts.

.

Under your direction and with vour ac..croval, NRC safetv..

personnel 2:e being taken off safety work and reassigned to licen-
sing more reactors. NRC inspec:crs through attrition are beine
los: at a rate of 7 to 10 per month and as former NRC Chairman
John Ahearne bemoaned, the vacancies are not being filled. Within
four months there could be as many as 100 vacancies within the
Ins =.ection & Enforcement Division out of a total force of oni.v 400.

Now vou have o. ublished a ?rocosed set of regulat. ions which fiva
. .

in the face of all of the reco=mendations presented by the many
TM Commissions and investigations.

..

In short, your proposed regulations will:
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star, on sa:erv c.uestions;'
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b) abanden written orders in favor of oral ones;
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e) allow ho chairman of the Licensing Boards :o take action
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as contentions, discovery, scheduling, limiting the issues
or defining the controversy.

Acccmpanying this set of procedures is an effort by your office
to ramrod this = articular crocosal bv limitine oublic comment to a
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unsafe nuclear power industry. But to try and exacerbate this
catastrophic risk pattern through the imposition of dictatorial
crocedures which prevent the American .neoc.le from carticipatin and
.challenc.ine. .vour relicies is unconscionablv reckless. 3.

. .

Your proposal will try to destroy many years of administrative
crocedures designed to invite and respect the public's concerns-

and i.nsign s.
. .

This irresponsible behavior should not be countenanced in any
gu...a. _is c .' e a.- *.ha . vou h. .= ve ". .d o _' a- .e d ..b.e - "' _' _' . . .- ". s . _i .n
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favor of the narrow, self-serving interest of the commercial
nuclear industry. public service is a trust to be faithfully
carried out. It cannot be so recklessly abused without inviting
the prospect of your removal from office.

Yours,
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Ralph Nader
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