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Attention: Docketing and Service Branch

Gentlemen:

This is in reference to your proposed regulation for notification
of Governors on Nuclear Waste Shipments.

In a recent NRC press release, it stated "24,000 packages in 1985
may involve TYPE B packages". For each TYPE B package two
notifications, one by letter and a second by messenger, would be
required for each State Governor in which the shipment is trans-
ported. A conservative estimate of four (4) states would be
involved in interstate transport of each shipment. Therefore,

these 24,000 shipments will result in a conservative 200,000
notifications of State Governors at an expenditure of millions
of dollars. This is an unconscionable cost when considering the
extremely low risk associated with transport of low level radioactive
materials, the excellent safety record for such shipments and that
such notification would not afford a greater degree of safety.

Other specific comments are as follows:

A. As required by law, the NRC must adopt regulations requiring
notification of the Governors for specific radioactive ship-
ments. It is important to establish a system of notifications
that is less costly from a standpoint of personnel time and
monetary expense. Accordingly, it is recommended that if
notification is required it be made through a monthly report
of all shipments to enter and originate in a State. Such a
report would detail the information currently specified in
the proposed rules. The scheduled time for entering a State
should encompass a set time period; for example, a 72-hour
period. If this time frame cannot be maintained, fallcw-
up notification would be required four (4) days prior to
actual shipment. Thus notification requirements vculd be
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me: and the elaborate messenger system would be unnecessary. ,
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B. A definition of licensee should.be provided to clarify who
bears the responsibility to notify the Governor (s) .

C. Protection of the schedule information against disclosure
is necessary for an indefinite period rather than for a
"short time after shipment" to prevent deduction of future
schedules by potential saboteurs.

Should you require any additional information do not hesitate
to contact US ECOLOGY.

Sincerely, l
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Si ney V. Wrigh'

Vice President
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