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TO: Director, Office of Congressional Affairs N

,

FROM: Arlen Specter . '.
DATE: January 20, 1981

The attached letter has been received by a constituent.
, Will you please provide me, attention Bill Wilcox,.with

the necessary information to respond to the letter.
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Laet week, we received a Dec7r.ber cowst' otter from Surquehaeca'

Alliaoce, Lewiebur g PA.
1

; Aed.suese which Federal ageocy is cxpreesieg ao iaterest io
ecocosyi aod recycliog? -' ' ' -

The kduelear Regulatory Cocsieeico!

| Their first proposal appear e d o the Federal Register, Oct ~8-80, .

. page 67018.
If adopted, it could eave hospitale zod red. arch labs about $16'

millicos a year , io dieposicg of liqu.d eciatillation =edia, aod

amical car casees coetaminated wi th e'ame.
;

The sciotillatico media cootaice " trace quaotities" of tritium
a

j and carbec-14 is a teluece selvect. The proposal ootes: " Liqui d

sciotillaties media ar e fla==able aod are suspected of leachiog
'

r adioactive chemicale out of the burial tr eoches. . . (they) are
'

chemically toxic aod are suspected of befog carcicogeoic..." ;

The hospitale aod labs oow use betweeo 200-400 theusaod gallons -
of the stuf f each year , whi ch requir es about 400,000 cu ft of

; epace at a radioactive baete burial greued.

|
The NRC'e celutico to the problem is simple.

Icetead of chippieg used media to a radioactive warte burial
gr ou n d , liceaeces would dump it do Pacitary rewerage eye.teme -i

provided the quaotity of tritium de$e oot exceed 5 curie: per
year , aod carboo-14 d?ee oot exceed coe curie per year.
(Thie limitatico reems uoreflirtic, eveo diecrimioatory. Io

Feb -80, Victor stello, Dir ector of the NRC Of fice of Icepection
.

aod Ioferce=ect, said a cer= ally ? prat-iog atecie reactor releaser
ao average 1000 curies per s:cth te the atsoephere. ,

3at the NRC's EUREG 0367 'a r eport to emeerioos by operatiog'

i

r eactor r - eb;ws .ie -1976 the Hilleteoe Toiot I r e cter r eleaseda

ae aver age 42,000 curice per cooth. The Dreedeo I r eacter r e-

leased-ao average 37,000 curice per meeth..'

Deeco' t it seem1uorealistic to expect hospitale aod labe to
. . ._ _- _ -_. _ -
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licit themeelves te dumpics lees than 5 curies of tritium a year
foto the re.worage eyeteme?)
The HRC's seceod proposal c?acercios recyc dog ie io the Federal
reg eter, Oct 27-80, page 70875.i '

It eeece that the Dept ?f Icergy is cakiog i;r.psaveneote at its
urcolum eorichment plaote at Oak Ridge 2N, ??rtem.c+.b OH, cod
Paducah KY. , . . ,.

This hae gecerated some scrap metal: 31,800 metric tece of irt.o

aod eteel, 8400 cetric tore of oichel, 1600 netri c Sece ?? copper.
They'r e coctsnicated with technetium-99 aed/or low-corichc-6 urao-
ium. A'1 this w?uld have to be buried io a radioactive weete

' ~

burial gr ouod, uolese a?se relief is f o cod.

.4saio, the s?lutico is abeurdly si ple.

The N2C propeeed the c?otanicated scrap be recycled by ereltiog
it wi th other; scrap - pr ?vided the techeetit:-?? c?otect would

be leee thao 5 parte per milli?o, so d the l ew-eor i che d urnoi um
c?otect w?u1d be lere thao 17.5 par te per cillico.

,

Just how the elightly ' radioactive eod-product w?uld be used, the
proposal deseo't ray. Would it eod up io codosi Toys? Surgical

er deotal icetru=ecte?

Iso't it 1stiis futile, these days, to w?rry whether you'll get

cancer or leukemia, or whether your childr eo will have birth de-

fecte?
par ialeene o

Iet ue 2f f er/ sme:nIgtntwer de of/me::ecia:e2 e?cf or t.
A cedical report issued last Eay said that or di ear ily, leubecia

victi:2e live f or ab?ut a year af ter they achieve ioitial remisei?c.

H; wever, with high deees of dr uge, r adi ati ?o, aod beoe marrow trace-

plaote, ??ce patieote were still alive 35 =?othe later. (Booe carr e.>
traoralaote c?st about S50,000).

The etigca ?f bf T th def ects may 'ce r es.?ived cuite easily. Iortead

of labelli eg such chil dr eo ae "braio damaged" er "def ective",

..euldo't it be cuch oicer t? ca'.1 th es ''?xoti c" chi ldr ee?
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