
, , . _ .

N- a

g '?' ! ^.i
-._ ~ ~x .- y ,c.

. y ......u- ,A. ,. . a/ p,. . . . . - - s,

G, - - .y
I -t
k'80 g,,,,,g ,J.AN f S 198; y |]-|

' '

,|EOCKET ICICO .7 . 0, C. 70, 150 ,

- . L. 'E '. 's fPROP 00D.ECI ( ;' T170374) ' C- :
'SMEL;ID !J.LOY3 ,: A t -- .'

. . c.a p ,; ,
i.'ssijig

Congits5 of Ifjt EnittD htates

ilpouse of Ecpcesentattues

Eastsngton. 34.

'

Jan. 9 1981

i . i' .'7 sSir: og
?," '~ . * v.*;..

[.}f!s.i,/a3,'.4%/ / N' ] j .s '.''\The attached c0==nicatien
N.'' ? . ' _ - 'c\-

-v ~ ~' d. ,

is sent for your censideration. C'
. , | a-. .l

,

|- r c. ':' : - 10g- ~.4

? lease in'resti.i; ate the statementa . u.s. %,, ,,,,._ ATygg y,-
--

'
- gWI53 CJ4g,|,*4 * s e . . ,

'M]i7
ccmined .herein and fc vari ne *

N
',,

D~g's \X
'

the necessary infor stion for re-

;Ly, returning the encl: sed acrre-

s;cndence with your ansver.
.

Yours :: 217,

Manuel Lujan Jr.

~

-- - u :.
7Ie7mse park return-emmelope

ATTN: Peggy

.

*
e- -,

% M
:~ x~v

' \

y\'
.

St10227 0

. . . . - . .- . . . - - - - - - - - . - - -



|
'

' *

|lg.

_C)EF
111 |

i

Taos Action for Survival Council e P.O. Box 3135 Taos. New Mexico 87571
Clarice Kopecky, Co-ordinator 758-4581

December 18, 1980

Dear Congressman Lujan,

'#e appreciate meeting with you again on your District visit to

Taos. As you will recall from the last time, our group has been

active in a range of issues primarily environmental. We strongly

believe in public education and participation, and have at times,

represented 2000 people in Taos County, for instance in the peti-

tion to express public sentiment requesting an,hspact statement in
regard to exploratory drilling for uranium in our national forest.

That follows is an outline of some issues with which we are involved.
We would like you to be aware of our concerns, and we would like to
be in dialogue with you in regard to how you intend to represent our

views on these subjects. More detailed information and updates will

be forthcoming to your office.

#e would also like to reflect a growing political skepticism in

our area in regard to the future of mineral and nuclear development.
It seems that the corporation and mining interests, who have the
money and lobbying power to be most vocal and who are the ones to most
benefit in capital gains are the ones who are listened to and respon-
ded to favorably. Meanwhile the general public is lacking not only
in the money and lobbying areas, but also the serious drawback of lack
of information and influence. It is important that you realize that

we who must pay the human cost of such development snould always be
consulted with and our input shculd be actively invited through pub-
lic heari,gs wjth adequate response time. This applies to the fol-

lowing issues and our request for your attention to these matters.

1. We have requested the Forest Service to monitor the areas of
former uranium exploratory drill sites, to report on them, and to
get those areas reclaimed as much as is possible.As per the at-
tached response, they are referring us to various Stato agencies
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for~ follow up. Any assistance you might be in facilitating the

initiation of such monitoring and responsible clean-up would be

most appreciated.

2. Ir. conjunction with the Sierra club efforts in regard to the

Mining Law of 1872, we submit the attached information with our

cndorsement and full support. Although we realize this has not

come up before Congress yet, we want you to know that we desire
appropriate amendments to better protect public interest and to
benefit'the state monetarily. Environmental Impact Statements

should be required and public participation should be encouraged.

~3. Anaconda intends to do more drilling in the Copper Hill area of

Taos County. We request public hearings and an EIS so that some

educated decisions can be made in this regard. We request your
,

support on this.

4. We understand that the BlM is considering coal strip-mining

on 3LM land around Cnaco Canyon. It is very important that this

decision be .9ade very carefully and with public input; it is pub-

lic land. .

5. We were told that the new plan for the Mx missile system (the

split-base plan, in Utah /hevada, i in Ariz./New Mexico) has
passed both houses encompassed within the Military Authorization
Bill. This appar.ently incudes the necessity to fence in 25,000

square miles to guarantee security. We would like to know how you

voted on it and what the current _ status ia- _ . . _

6. In the October 22, 1980 issue of the Nuclear Regulatory Com- i 7,

mission's Nuclear Register, it'was announced that they intend to j j/

recycle nuclear waste from three Federal atomic fuel plants, smelt (_ -

it, and sell it on the open market to make such items as pots and
! pants, desks, coins, silverware and automobiles. Also, the pipes, i

imotors and other contaminated metals from three department en-

rich =ent centers in Paducah, Ky., Oakridge,Tenn,. and Portsmounth, ||

Ohio, are being considered for sale and valued at 342 million.
<' At present sales are forbidden to firms not licensed by the NRC i
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to handle these wastes, but the government has requested c lift of .

Jothis restriction to facilitate sales to unlicensed firms. Opposi- -

tion was supposed to be registered by December 14 We heard of I

this quite by accid,ent just yesterday, Dec. 17, and we would like
to know why these issues are not made more generally known?

b ally, and possibly most important in terms of ultimate~ ~~

risks, is the WIPP issue, we question the basic legality of the

authority of the BLM to withdraw public lands for government use.

We also specAfically reqtzest open public hearings be held on this
,

matter. We request that you call, on our behalf, Mr. Phil Beck,

at the Santa ye BLM office, 988-6227 today, Dec. 18, and let him.

know that some of your constituents in Taos are very concerned.

As a =atter of information, on the television program, 60

Minutes, there was a diacussion of an accident involving a nuclear

caste dump site in Russia. It happened in 1956 and was called the

EYSETri DISASTER. It was a result of nuclear wastes puaped into

the ground which eventually reached critical = ass, flashed, and

wiped out 1000 square kilometers in Russia, leaving it devoid of

all life. A qoute from this program is, A nuclear accident any-a

where in the world is a nuclear accident everywhere in the world."

We don't.want to risk that in our lovely state. We solicit your

comments on this cucial, critical matter.

Now that you are aware of these issues and our concer...;, **
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