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January 27, 1981
S

PRE. ATION OF EVENT OR UNUSUAL OCCURRENCE -- PNO-IV-81-04A. .

N

This oreliminary notification constitutes EARLY notice of events of POSSIBLE
safety or oublic interest sionificance. The information cresented is as
initially received witnout verification or evaluation and is easically all
tnat is <nown oy IE staff on tnis date.

FACILITY: General Public

SUBJECT: POSSIBLE SERIOUS RADIATION EXPOSURE UPDATE

Contacts with the individual's attending physician at Okmulgee have verified that
one individual has received a highly significant external dose from radiation to
the upper torso and left forearm. The attending physician was reluctant to
release information concerning the individual without his consent but did state
that his bone marrow had been destroyed and that he was transferred on January 25,
1981 to St. Francis Hospital in Tulsa, Oklahoma. It is the medical opinion
that the individual has received a lethal dose. Dr. Maxfield, Jr. , NRC
Medical Consultant, is contacting the physician at St. Francis Hospital to
obtain medical data and be available for consultation. A medical ethics
problem prevented the transfer of the patient to the care of Dr. Carl Bogardus

~

as previously reported; therefore, the Oklahoma State Health Department
Comission halted any State involvement.

The individual was admitted to the Okmulgee hospital on January 19,1981 after
relatives noticed the bleeding and burns on his left arm and upper torso.
There have been no known reports of radiation incidents recently in Oklahoma.

A radiographic device containing a 33-curie Iridium-192 source was discovered
missing from an NRC licensed radiography in Henryetta, Oklahoma on January 2,
1981. A search was made on January 3 and 4,1981. The source was found intact
and locked on the porch of the licensee's operations manager on January 5,1981.
The exposed individual lives one block from where the source was found to be
missing.

A Region IV investigator and radiation specialist are currently in Oklahoma to
investigate the circumstances surrounding the exposure.

Tnere has been no media involvement to date. The NRC plans to issue a press
i release on January 27, 1981.
:

The state of Oklahoma and Texas have been notified. Tne Office of State Programs
has been notified.
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The above information was obtaired in telephone conversations on January 25,
1981 with the attending physician at the Okmulgee, Oklahoma Hospital, Dr. Carlt

. Sogarcus, Oklahoma Medical Canter, Cklahoma State Health Cepartment personnel'

and Dr. Maxfield, NRC Medical Consultant.
:

Contact: G. D. B rown , 334-3475
|
|

G3OLO1OOd pt6t

. - . _ _ _ _ _ ._ _ _ _. _ _ _ ___ _ _ . _ _ _



, , _ . .

'
,

.

-2- PNO-IV-81-04A

Distribution: Transmitted H St. 'b O
Chairman Ahearne Commissioner Hendrie S. J. Chilk, SECY
Commissioner Gilinsky Commissioner Bradford C. C. Kammerer, CA

ACRS (For Distribution)
-

Transmitted: MNBB /0 d'' P. Bldg. 6'.4.l' IE:X005 /B 3I (IE:HQ Dis--

W. J. Di rcks , EDO H. R. Centon, NRR
C. Michelson, AE00 R. H. Vollmer, NRR Willste Bldg. /6/ / 3'
J. J. Fouchard, PA T. E. Murley, NRR J. G. Davis , NM55
N. M. Haller, MPA D. F. Ross, NRR R. B. Minogue, RES
W. D. Kerr, OSP 0. Eisenhut, NRR
H. K. Shaper, ELD S. H. Hanauer, NRR MAIL

J. J. Cummings, 0IA R. C. Smi th , SD
IE:X005
Document Mgt. Br. (For PCC
Steven Ebbin, NSOC

Regional Offices I II III V

""~
PRELIMINARY NOTIFICATION


