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!, MEMORANDUM FOR: Chainnan Ahearne

-THRU: William J. Dircks, Acting Executive (' ] .

Director for Operations S il f,

-
',

- n u
, FROM: Harold R. Denton, Director [,# S"

! Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
r

[ . SUBJECT: RESPONSE TO LETTER FROM SENMOR SARBANES
RE: AFRRI'RESEARCH REACTOR

'

:
) Enclosed is a response to Senator Sarbanes' August 12, 1980 letter
I concerning the Armed Forces Raoiobiology Research Reactor (AFRRI)

in the National Naval Medical Center in Bethesda, Maryland.
,

' It provides a brief description of AFRRI's current operating
; experience and their upcoming renewal. application.
i
i

-

.

, l'4d l']]' '
-

' ~ . t J.e.ca .J.

| Harold R. Denton, Director

:
'

Office of Nuclear Reactor

!
,

Regulation

h Enclosure: DISTRIBUTION /
As stated Docket Filp/ GErtter (9491/9481 BGrimes

,
i
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MEFORANDUM FOR: Comnissioner Ahearne

THRU: William J. Dircks /
Acting Executive Director for Operatiorfs

/
FROM: Harold R. Denton, Director

Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulat n

SUBJECT: RESPONSE TO LETTER FROM SENATOR SARBANE.'i RE: AFRRI
RESEARCH REACTOR

Enclosed is my response to Senator Sarbanes' August 12, 1980 letter
concerning the Armed Forces Radiobiology R search Reactor (AFRRI) research
reactor in the National Naval Medical Cen er in Bethesda, M).

It provides a brief description of MRC' activities re: AFRRI's current
operating experience and their upcomin renewal application. The content
is responsive to your request of May 9, 1980 for information on the subject.

.

Harold R. Denton, Director
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
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As Stated
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Commissioner Bradfor NRC PDR M. Fudge D. Ross,
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OPE SSPB Rdg J. Miller

D. Eisenhut E. Case
'

R. Purple H. Denton
T. Novak T. Rehn
R. Tedesco K. Cornell
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J. Heltemes, AE00 B. Grimes4
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| D G. Ertter (NRR-9491&9481) $

S. Cavannaugh (NRR-9491&9481) g/
SEE PREV OU YELLOW FOR CONCURRENCES c q ,(d

OFFICE h. . . .hh . M O.... . ..... .. ... .... . ..... . ...... .... .. ... .. ..

suaNwE). . ..W.e.qt o n Wa p.t.rg.k.s . .
. ..... .... ..... ...... ... . .. .. . .. . ..... .. .. .

,

OuE >;. 91.(80 , . 9/. . ,/ 89 ,,, , , , ,,, ,, . ,,.,, , , , , ,! . ,,

N'*C FO R M 318 (9-76) NRCM 0240 U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1979-289 369



.,

. :- .

'

Q

..

DISTRIBUTION:
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MEM RANDUM FOR: Connissioner Ahearne J. O hinski L. Tremper
J. eltemes, AEODH. Bernard

THRU: William J. Dircks 05 D J. Miller

Acting Executive Director for Operat ns E. Case
H. Denton

FROM: Harold.R. Denton. Director T. Rebi.
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regul ion K. Cornell

F. Schroeder
SUBJECT: RESPONSE. ::: LETTER FROM SENA R SARBANES RE: AFRRI W. Dircks

RESEARCH REACTOR B. Grimes
B. Snyder
R. Vollmer

Enclosed is my response to Senator Sarb nes' August 12, 1980 letter D. Ross
concerning the Armed Forces Radiobiol Research Reactor (AFRRI) research S. Hanauer
reactor in the National Naval Medica Center in Bethesda, M .

It provides a brief description of NRC's activities re: AFRRI's current
operating experience and their u# coming renewal application. The content
is responsive to your request 5/19 for information on the subject.

Harold R. Denton, Director
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
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DISTRIBUTION: w/o enclosure
E J' T File G. Ertter (NRR-949159481)
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T. Novak E. Ca se SECY 80-1575
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The Honorable Paul S. Sarbanes G. Lainas T. Rehm
United States Senate J. 01 shinski X. Cornell
Washington, D.C. 20510 J. Heltemes, AE00 F. Schroeder

OELD W. Dircks
Dear Senator Sarbanes:

This is in response to your August 12, 1980 letter to Mr. John F. Ahearne,
Chaiman, Nuclear Regulatory Co: mission, concerning the Armed Forces
Radiobiology Research Institute (MERI) research reactor located on the
grounds of the National Naval Medical Center, Bethesda, Maryland.

The AFRRI has submitted a request for upgrading and modifying the Technical
Specifications for operation of the reactor. These have been reviewed and
comments have been returned to AFRRI for response.

Inspection and Enforcement personnel have routinely inspected the AFRRI
facility for compliance with NRC requirements. Although AFRRI has been
operated in compliance with safety requirements, they have been cited for
non-compliance on procedural and administrative matters.

In addition, AFRRI has been notified that their license for operation will
expire in November 1980. We have been infomed that Dames and Moore,
consulting engineers in Bethesda, Maryland, have been retained to assist
in developing AFRRI's license renewal application.

When this is received, the AFRP.I application for license renewal will be
announced in the Federal Register. At that time, any interested parties
may contest the AFRRI application for license renewal. The procedure for
filing a Petition to intervene is contained in 10 CFR Part 2.714, a copy of
which is enclosed.

In 1974, following a detailed study concerning the issuance of Environmental
Irpact Statements, the NRC stipulated that research reactors with power levels
of 2 megawatts or less will not constitute a safety hazard to the contigucus
enviror. ment. Accordingly, and unless the AFRRI situation does not meet the
basis of the above analysis, an EIS will cost likely not be required for the
AFRRI license renewal application. A copy of the NRC generic analysis is
enclosed.

All of the above infor .ation is available in the Public Document Room at the
1717 H Street, N.W., location.
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The Hooorable Paul S. Sarbanes -2-

You can be assured that all proper citizen's requests for leave to intervene
will be considered.

If you have further questions, please contact Mr. Harold Bernard (492-8357),
the Project Manager for the AFRRI research reactor.

Sincerely,

Cis:S$ I!!!!!:c: J. Erc.F.:

William J. Dircks
Acting Executive Director

for Operations

Enclosures:
1.10 CFR Part 2.714
2. Memo Muller to Skovholt,

dtd 1/23/74-

SEE PREVIOUS YELLOW FOR CONCURRENCES. REVISED IN OED0 9/19/80.
I

O FFiCE >. k.DO ..DL;SSPR , FRR , .CA , ,, , ,, , , , ,

- .h .b -SURNAVEk..,M..,? - ..kIb- (--.. *
... . .

uTE >f. .. .f /.. 3 jf. 8.-25-80 .j,9-10-80 , j, , , , ,

NGC FOOM 318 (9 76) NRCM 0240 - DU.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICER 1979 289 369

. , _ , _ - _ . _ - _ - _ . _ . . -



._ .

FRCM: ACTIOR$ CONTWOL DATES CCNTWO L NO

09431liary Rose (Ahearne) - COMPL DEADUNE 8/27/80
*

. AC KNOWLEDG M ENT DATE CF DOCUMENT

INTERtM REPLY g/]g/gQ
TO: PREPARE FCR SIGNATURE

FINAL REPLY Q gf
Tom Rehm CHAIRMAN

FILE LOCATION O EXEC IVE OIRECTCR

D ESCRIPTION O LETTER OMEMO O REPORT C OTHER SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS CR REMARKS
,

rief paper giving status of NRC
ge00 vement with the Armed Forces Radio-in
biology Research Institute on the grounds PRIORITY MAIL

of the Naval Medical Center

CLASSIFIED CATA
OOCUMENT/ COPY NO. CgAS$1FICATION|

NUMBER CF PAGES CATEGORY

PCSTAL aEG!STRY NO.| C NS: O RO O FRO
ASSIGNED TO: CATE i INFCRMATION RCUTING LEG AL REVIEW O FINAL Q COPY

Denton 8/19/80 Dircks Case AS$lGNED TO. | DATE NO LEG AL CBRCTICNS
uCTrFv:

Cw_.# _ Cornell Grimes U ** ^
#_ 9 /'W Rehm Snyder "'" 'd,* " '5 8 "

( d _ /r ALV / SchroederVOllner CC'.tM ENTS. NOTIFY;

2 ** ROss ext.

Hanuer .CAE NOTIFICATICN FECOMMENCED: O vES O NO

'GC FCau 232 EXECUTIVE CIRECTCR FCR CPERATIONS DO NOT REMOVE THIS C07v' * " '
PRINCIPAL CORRESPONDENCE CONTROL

;

|

,

i

l

I

i

L


