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MEMORANDUM FOR: Chairman Ahearne (Signed Wiliam 1 Dircks
THRU: William J. Dircks, Acting Executive
Director for Operations :
FROM: Haroid R. Denton, Director . 3 E
O0ffice of Nuclear Reactor Requlation
SUBJECT: RESPONSE TO LETTER FROM SENATOR SARBANES
RE: AFRRI RESEARCH REACTO%
Enclosed is a response to Senator Sarbanes’' August 12, 198y letter
concerning the Armed Forces Raaiobiology Research Reactor (AFRRI)
in the National Naval Medical Center in Bethesda, Maryland.
It provides a brief description of AFRRI's current operating
experience and their upcoming renewal application.
il 7]
L 2amtod
Harold R. Denton, Director
0ffice of Nuclear Reactor
Requlatior
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MEMORANDUM FOR: Commissioner Ahearne
THRU : William J. Dircks
Acting Executive Director for Operations
/
FROM: Harold R. Denton, Director 4
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulat
SUBJECT: RESPONSE TO LETTER FROM SENATOR BANE | RE: AFRRI

RESEARCH REACTOR

Enclosed is my response to Senmator Sarbanes ! August 12, 1980 letter
concerning the Armed Forces Radiobiology R¢search Reactor (AFRRI) research
reactor in the National Naval Medical Cenfer in Bethesda, MD.

It provides a brief description of NRC'S activities re: AFRRI's current
operating experience and their upcoming renewal applicatfon. The content
is responsive to your request of May I9, 1980 for information on the subject.

Harold R. Denton, Director
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
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DISTRIBUTION: /
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MEMORANDUM FOR: Commissioner Ahearne J. O0lshinski L. Tremper
J. Heltemes, AEODH. Bernard
THRU: William J. Dircks OELD J. Miller
Acting Executive Director for Operations E. Case
// H. Denton
FROM: Harold R. Denton, Director T. Rehw
Office of Nuclear Reactor chl&%on K. Cornell
/ F. Schroeder
SUBJECT: RESPUNSe v LETTER FROM SENATOR SARBANES RE: AFRRI  W. Nircks
RESEARCH REACTOR B. Grimes
B. Snyder
R. Vollmer
Enclosed is my response to Senator Sa s' August 12, 1980 letter N. Ross

concerning the Armed Forces Radiobiol Research Reactor (AFRRI) research S. Hanauer
reactor in the National Naval MedicaY Center in Bethesda, MD.

NRC's activities re: AFRRI's current
coming renewal appiication. The content
5/19 for information on the subject.

It provides a brief description
operating experience and their
{s responsive to your request

Harold R. Denton, Director
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
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DISTRIBUTION: w/0 enclosure

. &—3;E o§;F1i g. Ertter (NRR-949143481)
. Cavannaugh (NRR-94914948])
&p 23 1980 Local POR E. Hughes ’ (B. Gr'imef‘:9 '
SSPB Rdg M. Fudge 8. Snyder
NRR Rdg L. Tremper R. Vollmer
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T. fovak E. Case SECY 80-1575
R. Tedesco H. Denton CA
The Honorable Paul S. Sarbanes G. Lainas T. Rehm
United States Senate J. Olshinski K. Cornell
Washington, D.C. 20510 J. Heltemes, AE0D F. Schroeder
OELD W. Dircks

Dear Senator Sarbanes:

This is in response to your August 12, 1980 letter to Mr. John F. Ahearne,
Chairman, Nuclear Regqulatory Commission, concerning the Armed Forces
Radiobiology Research Institute (A"'RI) research reactor located on ihe
grounds of the National Naval Medical Center, Bethesda, Maryland.

The AFRRI has submitted a request for upgrading and modifying the Technical
Specifications for operation of the reactor. These have been reviewed and
comments have been returned to AFRRI for response.

Inspection and Enforcement perscnnel have routinely inspected the AFRRI
facility for compliance with NRC requirements. Although AFRRI has been
operated in compliance with safety requirements, they have been cited for
non-compliance on procedural and administrative matters.

In addition, AFRRI has been notified that their license for operation will
axpire in November 1980. We have been informed that Dames and Moore,
consulting engineers in Bethesda, Maryland, have been retained to assist
in developing AFRRI's license renewal application.

When this is received, the AFRRI application for license renuwal will be
announced in the Federal Register. At that time, any interested parties
may contest the AFRRI application for license renewal. The procedure for
filing a Petition to intervene is contained in 10 CFR Part 2.714, a copy of

which is enclosed.

in 1974, following a detailed study concerning the issuance of Environmental
Imnact Statements, the NRC stipulated that research reactors with power levels
of 2 megawatts or less will not constitute a safety hazard to the conticgucus
environment. Accordingly, and unless the AFRRI situation does not meet the
basis of the above analysis, an EIS will most likely not be required for the
AFRRI license renewal applicaticn. A copy of the NRC ceneric analysis is

enclosed.
A11 of the above information is available in the Public Document Room at the

1717 H Street, N.W., 1°caﬁ°n')< D(‘)‘\ '@@@@ @RH@HM@E
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The Hooorable Paul S. Sarbanes -2 -

You can be assured that all proper citizen's requests for leave to intervene
will be considered.

If you have further questions, please contact Mr. Harold Bernard (492-8357),
the Project Manager for the AFRRI research reactor.

Sincerely,

[(Bimmadt v 2
iwigatdi l:.u't':-.: J. [ -':B

William J. Dircks
Acting Executive Director
for Operations

Enclosures:

1. 10 CFR Part 2.714
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dtd 1/23/74
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