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October 27, 1989

RBG- 31698
File Nos. 69.5, 6G9.25.1.4

U, S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Document Control Desk
Washington, D.C. 20555

Gentlemen:

River %end Station - Unit 1
Docket No. £0-454

Please find enclos 'd Gulf States Utilities' Informational Report
regarding personnel entry into a very high radiation area at
River Bend Station - Unit 1, This report is being submitted to
provide information regarding circumstances surrounding the
event,

Sincerely,

2 . foeotis

J. E. Booker
Manager-River Bend Oversight
P“; River Bend Nuclear Group
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cc: U, S, Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Region IV
611 Ryan Plaza Drive, Suite 1C00
Arlington, TX 76011

NRC Resident Inspector
Post Office Box 1051
St. Francisville, LA 70775

INPO Records Center
1100 Circle 75 rarkway
Atlante, GA 30339-3064
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INFORMATIONAL REPOKT

SUMMARY

On September 28, 1989 at approximate’y 1510 with the unit at full
power 1in Operational Condition 1, wupon the completion of
performing a quarterly surveillance on the reactor core isolation
cooling system (RCIC), a field engineer made an emergency cxit
;rom a high radiation area through a very high radiation area
oor,

REPORTEL CONDITION

At approximately 1430 on September 28, 1989, a field engineer and
two maintenance personnel entered the reactor core isolation
cooling (RCIC, system cubicle via door AB78-01, posted as a wigh
radiation area. All requirements of Teghnical Specification
6.12.1 were met., Upon completion of the surveillance, the work
party attempted to exit via this same door (AB78-01). The thumb
latch designed to allow exit of the area failed, preventing the
door from opening. Since no communications (i.e., telephone or
gaitronics) were available on the lower elevaticns of the RCIC
cubicle, at approximately 1510 the field engineer went up the
ctairway, crossed the barricade and flashing red 1light to the
upper elevation (95') and exited via the locked & posted very
high raaiation area door AB95-04, The radiation work permit did
not depict the dose rates tor this pathway. The field engineer
then went back to Ab78-01, used the key and opened the door,
allowing the two maintenance personnel to exit the work area,

Total exposure rece'ved by the field engineer was 10 mR according
to his pocket dosimeter. Highest exposure received by the
maintenance personnel was 2also 10 mR according to their pocket
dosimeters,

Since door AB78-01 is in a posted high radiation area and is not
required to be locked, the lock has been defeated.



