Mr. James Taylor DRAFT:5/3/77
Manager, Licensing

Babcock & Wilcox Company

Nuclear Power Generation

P.0. Box 1260

Lynchburg, VA 24505

Dear Mr. Taylor:

Since the issuance of the staff status reports on the vendors’
ATWS evaluations, the incustry has raised concerns with what they
believe to be excessive status reports’ requirements. The staff
intent tc remain cpen minded and to reach a balanced resolution
to the ATWS question led to the establishment of the NRC-wide task
force headed by Steve Hanauer. It is our hope that the ATWS
problem will be resolved shortly and in this regard the staff has
initiated a simplified study to approximately determine the
probability of exceeding ATWS criteria by a probabilistic treatment
of the selected values of initial conditions. The purpose of this

study is to better understand the requirements of the status reports.

In order that we complete our ATWS assessment this summer,
we request that you provide within one month a set of calculations
using the set of assumptions described in the enclosure. We
strongly recommend that you 4o your part in bringing this problem

to an end by providing the requested informaticn in a timely

fashion.
Sincerely,
Denwood F. Ress, Jr:. Assistant Director
8 10 4 1 7 0‘{ 5? Disz:i::agzogyi'::;;ySat'ety
0ffice of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
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