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Response to IE Inspection #80-26

Dear Sir:

Your letter dated October 7, 1980, “Inspection 50-293/80-26" contained three (3)
jtems of non-compliance. Boston Edison Company's responses to those items are
presented in Attachments A & B to this letter.

Pursuant to Section 2.790(d) of 10 CFR, Part 2, we respectfully request with-
holding the information provided in Attachment B to this letter from public
inspection. Withholding from public inspection does not affect the right, if
any, of persons properly and directly concerned with the project to inspect the
information.

Very truly yours,
AV. v (55)

8102930 0D



Attachment A

Infraction

Technical Specification 2.1.A.1.a states in part that: "... the APRM flux
scram trip setting shall be :53.55 W + 55% 2 loop where S = setting in per-
cent of rated thermal power (1998 mwt); W = percent of drive flow."

Contrary to the above, on July 28, 1980, the reactor was operating in the
RUN mode with the APRM flux scram settings (at 100% drive flow) as high as
122.9 percent of rated thermal power.

Response

Calibration techniques in effect prior to this inspection permitted a plus or
minus five percent instrument tolerance window. Tolerances or variations in
the positive direction without recalibration permitted the operation cited
above. To correct this problem the APRM Gain Adjustment Factor (AGAF) on the
APRM's were immediately recalibrated to keep them with .950 to 1.000. The
affected procedures numbers 9.1 and 2.1.15 were revised as of October 1, 1980
to maintain these AGAF calibration limits. This means that the APRM's are
calibrated to actual power or up to 5% above actual power thareby limiting the
scram setting to 120% of rated thermal power. We are currently in full
compliance.

Deficiency

Technical Specification 2.1.A.1.a requires that the APRM flux scram trip
settings not exceed 12C° of rated thermal power for all combinations of
lToop flow and core power.

Technical Specification 6.9.B.2.a requires a 30 day report to the NRC whenever

a reactor protection system instrument cetting is found to be less conservative
than those established by the Technical Specifications, but which do not prevent
fulfiliment of the functional requirements of affected systems.

Contrary to the above, a 30 day report to the NRC was not made when the Channe!
"F' APRM 120% clamp trip setpoint was found to be outside the technical spec-
ification limits during performance of Procedure 8.M.1-4 “APRM Flow Bias Signal
Calibration" Revision 6, on July 1, 1980.

Response ~
€ do not agree with the inspector's findings relative to this item and as

describgd below, believe this item should be remeved as a “"deficiency” from
the subject inspection report.

On July 2, 1980 the Operation Review Committee (ORC) for PNPS reviewed this
event and determined that, since there are installed spare channels in both RPS
trip systems for initiating a scram via High APRM Flux, that no degradation from
the one out of two, taken twice, safety reliability criteria of the RPS Trip
system occurred.

On October 22, 1980 the ORC again reviewed this event and concurved with the
original finding. Technical Specification TABLE 3.1.1 requires that a minimum

of two operable instrument channels per trip system be operable. This require-
ment was satisfied with channel 'F' operable.




The ORC does not believe it is the intent of Technical Specification 6.9.B.2.a
to report single channel instrument drift discovered as a result of testing when
the function affected has installed and operable spare channels.



