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£ Batelle

Pacific Northwest Laboratories
PO Box 999
Richland, Washington L S A 99352

Telephone (504 373—2270
Telex 15-2874

FTS 440-2270

December 3, 1980

Mr. Donald E. Solberg

Fuel Cycle Research Branch

Division of Safeguards, Fuel Cycle
and Environment

Office of Nuclear Regulatory Research

Nuclear Regulatory Commission

Mail Stop 1130

Washington, DC 20555

Dear Mr. Solberg:

Subject: Review of Program - Experimental Criticality Data
for Code Validation (Fin. No. B2094, TD0-777)

Modifications to the experimental assembly have been completed to permit
measurements with depleted uranium and lead reflacting walls on either side
of 4.31 wt? 225 enriched U0, rods in water at a water-to-fuel volume ratio
of 1.6. 1ihe design of experiments with _oluble neutron absorbers is in

progress.

A chart indicating the spending for the current month and total spending
for the fiscal year to date is enclosed.

Very truly yours,

SR B esomn

S. R. Bierman, Project Manager
Criticality Analysis

SRB:1t
Enclosure

cc: Mr. Richard H. Odegaarden
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DATE PREPARED 10/1/80 PROJECT TIvLE: Code Validation
SPONSOR. ____ USNEL  PROJECTSTARTODATE _ _//1/75
PROJECTFUNDING __ 152.4*  ~  PROJECTCOMPL DATE __Continuing —
PROJECTMANAGER o . Bierman LEAD LINE MANAGER  E. D. Clayton

PROJFCT NC.: TD-0777
* Includes $32.4 carry over from FY-1980.
1. M2JOR OBJECTIVES

The procurement of experimental criticality data for use as confirmatory
ben.hmark type data in criticality assessment of fuel element shipping casks.
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