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NOTICE OF NON-RCUTINE EVE?iT INVOLVING AGREEMENT STATE OR
AGREEMUlT MATERIALS - 30-40

This NOTICE constitutes an early reoort of events occurring in an Agreement State of
possible safety or cublic interest significance. The information presented is as
initially received without verification or evaluati_on and is basically all that is
known by State Agreements Program staff as of this date.

AGREEMEriT STATE: tiaryland

FACILITY: Neutron Products, Inc.

SUBJECT: Radioactivity in an Unrestricted Area 4
,

On December 2,1980, OSP was infonned by Region I of inquiries they had rSeived
about a meeting in Dickerson, Md. on December 4,1980 concerning- the finding of
radiation hot spots around the Neutron Products, Inc. plant in Dickerson4td. OSP
called Maryland and obtained the following information on December.2 and:3, 1980.

3 :~ :
Neutron Products, Inc. (NPI) operates a facility licensed by MaryTand irtJickerson,
Md. Their primary lieensed activity is the manufacture of large cobalt-60 sealed
sources for use in teletherapy units.

The State had received anonymous telephone complaints in November concerning
radioactivity on flPI property. State radiation surveys were conducted on
November 17 and 20, 1980. No unusual levels were detected off-site. On November 23,
1980, a local resident, using a borrowed survey meter conducted radiation surveys
around the plant and found a hot spot on the railroad right-of-way adjacent to the
plant. The hot spot was subsequently removed by NPI and is in their possession. It
reportedly reads 60 mR/hr at contact. The isotope is not known. It is not clear if
the source is a discrete' source or soil contaminatien. On November 24, 1980, the
resident reported his finding to the Maryland Division of Radiation Control. Because
of the absence of key personnel and lack of communications, no action was taken by
the State until the following week.

Loc'.1 reridents havs scheduled a meeting for December 4,1980. NPI and State
representatives vill attend. The State will perform additional radiation surveys
around the plant. At OSP's request, IE (Region II) is loaning specialized radiation
survey equipment to the State to supplement their own. The State will also conduct
an isotope analysis of the hot spot activity.

:

OSP has expressed its concern to the State over the original handling of the
residents' report and will discuss the matter with Maryland officials.

There has been local media interest.

Contact: J. O. Lubenau, L. Bolling - 492-7767

.

|

DISTRIBUTION 04 PAGE 2

8012T9050 JTNG-

o rrics ) .

_q):. 7
..

,

g. .q.oare

.~,,, c r ., a ., . . . e, n , .. n c . . , , m ^ - m.on..rvam m.-rr,ce-mm m

. . . , - . . . - - - - - - . . - - - . --. -._-.,, . - - -



.

- -. ,

Non-Routine Event 80-40
Dec. 3, 1980

Distribution:
Chairman Adhearne S. J. Chilk, SECY
Comissioner Gilinsky C. C. Kannerer, CA, for distribution
Comissioner Hendrie L. Bickwit, GC
Comissioner Bradford

W. J. Dircks, EDO V. STello, IE:Hg. J. Fouchard, PA
H. Denton, NRR J. Sniezek, IE:Hg. J. G. Davis, NMSS
H. K. Shapar. ELD All Regions
R. Smith, SD

Internal Distribution
GWKerr
SA Staff
Dir R/F
SA R/F
JCrooks, MPA
KBlack, AE00
Non-Routine Event File (Orig + Icc (white))
Maryland file (yellow)
Steve Scott, DDC

:

,

.
,

. . p
,, , ., , , , , ,, , , ., ,,

S sAor. cc)..

$URNAMck. . .. ..
...e0au, , , , , , ,5 4-.

oarc >. /. /80 12/3 ./80
,

. ,

. . . , ,-o., ,,,,,,,,,~oc., ,,,, *..,m,,,,,,.......-,,,,..-,<.m,,,,,.,u.,
.

_ _ _ _ - _ - _ _ _ _ - - . _ _ _ _ _ . - - _ - _ _ _ _ _ . _ - _ _ - - - _ _ _ _ _ - - _ _ _ _ - - - _ - - _ _ _ _ _ _ - _ - - _ _ - _ . - _ _ . - - ___ -_ . - _ . _ . _ - . . - -. .


