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Subject: ".'m.NPLANNED N0BLE GAS RELEASESU
g

At 9:29 Att on 6/22 the Unit 2 Reactor scrammed frcm low reactor water level when
a partial loss of 13 KV auxiliary power occurred. Main steam line isolation
and ECCS initiation occurred as a result of the scram. The High Pressure Coolant
Injection (HPCI) system' initiated automatically to restore reactor water level.

Shortly after the scram an unplanned noble gas release occurred from the Unit 3
reactor building roof vent. The licensee believes that the release was caused
when the Uni _t. 2.recombiner tripped, allowing pressure to build up in the suction
line to th'e' recombiner, causing a loss of water in the suction line loop seal.
(The Unit 2 recombiner room ventilation exhausts via the Unit 3 ventilation
stack). The peak release rate was about 182% of the Technical Specification
instantaneous limit and was about 100% of allowable for seven minutes. Total
activity released during the peak was about 3 curies.

.

A prior noble gas release occurred at 8:10 PM on 6/21 when a leaking drain valve
in the recombiner system caused a pressure spike, and loss of water to the
suction line loop seal. The peak release rate for this event was 45% of the
allowable instantaneous limit and lasted 5 minutes. The release rate remained
above nomal (about 5% of allowable) until 2 AM on 6/22. Total activity released

; was about 40 curies. The principle isotopes involved in both releases were Kr-
| 85m, Xe-133, Xe-135, Xe-135m and Xe-138.

The Unit is currently shutdown and the licensee is evaluating the problem. The
resident inspector is onsite and a Region I Health Physics specialist is enroute
to the site.

Media interest is expected due to sensitivity to nuclear power issues. The
Comonwealth of Pennsylvania has been informed. The licensee has issued a press
release. No press release is planned by the NRC. NRC: Region I was informed
by telephone call from the headquarters duty cfficer of the latest release at
10:16 AM June 22.

| Contact: C. Cowgill 488-1231 E. Greennan 488-1224
t- co

# 9
! .

r '

s

S A Qs8106260 D 2 #
JUN 2 51981

"NmY |

$IMINARYNOTIS IION i

Region I Form 83a 4/- @
(Rev. January 1981) ros ,

|
__ __ _ _ _ . _ _ _ _ _ ._ _ ___ _ _ . _ _ . _ . ___ ._


