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Date: March 10, 1981

PRELIMINARY NOTIFICATION OF EVENT OR UNUSUAL OCCURRENCE--PNO-I-81-34

This preliminary not:Heation constitutes EARLY notice of events of POSSIBLE
safety or public interest significance. The information oresented is as initially
received without verification or evaluation and is basically all that is known
by IE staff on this date.

.

Facility: Philadelphia Electric Company
Peach Bottom, Unit 3 (DN 50-278)
Delta, Pennsylvania 17314

Subject: UNPLANNED RELEASE OF LI,9UID RADIOACTIVE MATERIAL

At 11:30 a.m., March 10, 1981 a 55 gallon drum used to catch several potentially'

radioactive drains overflowed onto the Turbine Building floor (116 foot elevation).
About 10 gallons flowed into the storm drainI system before the Turbine Building
floor drains were plu;3ed. The licensee sampled the spilled water and found it
to contain Cs-134, Cs-137, Co-60 and Zn-65 in a total concentration of 1.59E-4
microcuries per milliliter (8.9 times MPC for the isotopic mixture). The total
activity released into the storm drain system is estimated at 6 microcuries.
The licensee is sampling the storm drain system and reviewing system prints to
evaluate the release path to the environment. Depending upon the path, dilution
may have been provided only by the storm sewer system or by storm sewers and

,

500,000 gpm circulating water flow. ,
,

'

The cause of the original drain barrel overflow was a cooling water supply valve
not being tightly shut while isolating and draining a feed pump turbine lube oil

*

cooler for maintenance. 'icensee investigation and NRC resident inspector followup.

are continuing.

Media interest is possible due to sensitivity to nuclear issues. The Commonwealth
of Pennsylvania has been informed. A press release is being considered by the
licensee. The NRC does not plan a press release; media inquiries will be answered.

j

f Tne NRC was informed by ENS call at 1:10 p.m., March 10, 1981. NRC Region I
received notification of this occurrence by telephone from the resident inspector'

at 1:40 p.m., March 10, 1981.

I Contact: Cowgill 717-456-7614 McCabe 488-1251

Keimig 488-1252 _lLJ / , s!

) s,

) }
tyg16 g/

g, vA$ mot S,
'

9

|0ew

. z. .,_.

PRELIMINARY NOTIFICATION -i
Es

'

Region I Form 83a'
.

| '

't(Rev. January 1981)
' t *

-

81031 7 0 ~35y
'

,

_ _ _ . .-



PNO-I-81-34 2 March 10, 1981

DISTRIBUTION: (Facsimile Transmission Times Noted)

H ST BLOG Adf MARYLAND NATIONAL IE:TAS
##

f. h -o/,f NRC/TMI ProgramChairman '' - - ; ifde~e BANK BUILDING
Commfssioner Gilinsky W. J. Dircks, ED0 Office
Commissioner Bradford C. Michelson, AE00
Commissicner " _ ' _ A4earne J. J. Fouchard, PA Region II 9','S e 3//,

Region III r37 5 3/,/uACRS N. M. Haller, MPA ,

Region IV '/.* A a sS. J. Chilk, SECY G. W. Kerr, OSP
C. r Kammerer, CA H. K. Shapar, ELO Region V r.'.D- J/ff

7.'/7- 3[/ * RI Resident SitesWILLSTE BLOG
J. G. Cavis, NMSS Mg Md f' ya 3)f

PHILLIPS BLCG f'!/ M R. 8. Minogue, RES /

H. R. Denton, NRR
R. H. Vollmer, NRR LANDOW BLOG (Fax by HQ) (MAIL)
T. E. Murley, NRR (6 MIN /PAGE) R. G. Smith, 50
0 . .' Ross, NRR J. J. Cummings, IE:TAS'

0. Eisenhut, NRR ocument Mgt. Br.
S. H. Hanauer, NRR S. Ebbin, NSOC

.

O

e

9

.
. . . .

_

7
f%.

*(,
.-

- . -- %.
. .

,


