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Honorabic Carlton Kammerer
Director, Office of Congressional Affairs
Nuc1 car Regulatory Commission
1717 H Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20505

Dear Mr. Kammerer:

A constituent of mine has brought to my attention
an article from a Hawaii newpaper entitled "Thil's Woe:
Oh, Rats!" concerning contaminated rodent droppings which
have been found in the basement of the reactor control
building at Three Mile Island.

I have enclosed a copy of this article for your
perusal. I would greatly appreciate it if you could furnish
me a report concerning this matter so that I may forward
the additional information to my constituent.

Aloha and best wishes.

Sincerely,

q

Spark Matsunaga
U. S. Senator

Enclosure: Copy of newspaper article entitled "TMI's Woe:
Oh, Rats!!"
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From The Office of.

SPARK MATSUNAGA
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U. S. Senator.
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( TMI's woe: ,

|

Oh, Rats!!
| WASiliNGTON - As if the man-

agement of the Three Mlle Island
nuclear power plant didn't have

, enough to worry about, radioactive
! mice are now apparently whooping

it up in the reactor control' room
building. ' '

At least, radioactise rodent drop-
pings have been found in the base-
ment of the building where the na.
tion's worst nuclear scare occ urred
in March 1979. The Metropolitan
Edison Co. managemenJ. In an an-
nouncement, said teams of extermi-
nators are trying to catch the little

,devils - for testing, of course.-
The pubtle has nothing to worry

about, Met Ed said. " Contaminated
mice or rats or their droppings
would have to be ingested in rela- ' '

tively large quantitles for humans or '

field animals to pick up detectable '

radiation from .them. Rodent bites
=ould not transmit radiation."

The creatures might have been , -

. contaminated from drinking some of , !,tbc 600,000 gallons of radioactivei

I water still flooding the basement of i

| the contalnnient building next door.
.

I but no one is certain. Their drop-
pings, according to Met.Ed, are giv-
Ing off 70 mUltrads of radiation per
hour, about half again as much as a
chest X ray.
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