Chalirman

Nuclear Regulatory Conzission
1717 H S%t. NW

Washington, D.C. 20055

Dear Sir;

v——w.wv——-.-——j
: ATHENS, ALA. 35611 ;

in lazte 1974 while on duty as the unit one Reactor Operator at the

Brown's Ferry nuclear Plané rear Athens, Alatama, an alarm sounded indicating
high radiation in the off-gas system, 1 callzd my immediate supervisor and
t'ie shift supervisor and infor. -. ihen of the alarm. The shift supervisor
called the General Electric field rerresentative and they both agreed for
gome reason which was never revezled to me that the recorder and alarm was

in error. The recorder subsequently dropoped back to its prior position and
resumed recording at belos tize slarm point. No technicien was ever called
“o check the 2larm, recorde+, or radiation sersor. Ko lab technician ever

snalyzed the off-gas (due tb this alarm). }

Indication. to re was what we had studied zs a "Crud Burst" where tramp

uranium somewhere on the outside of the fuel is veporized and removed in the
off-ges system, I inforrced the shift and Generzl Elcctric superviesors of

my suepicions, Since the off-gases were delaved gome 30 minutes (at that
time) before atmospheric release, the next symptom of a "Crud Burst" would
have been high activity in the stack gas. This éid occur and was recorded
on strip chart recorders and the recordings sent to rmanggement the following

day.

As fzr as I know, this incident w-s never reported to saragezent, and

ranagement either did not kgow enough about the cherts to read them acdurately
or dién't ever look at them., Although *L°'" .as a reportable incident according
tc the plant Technical Specifications, it wes never reporved.
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