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Nevercer 18, 1980

Mr. Sannel J. Culk
,

St W. of the Ccmnission - .-
.,

U.S. Nuclear Pegulatory Ccmiu.ssion 1,7;s.-;,;9 ;#ty,, 3
Washington, DC 20555

WYbh$&Attention: Docketing and Service Branch

Subject: Ccuments en Preposed Rule: Interim Requirerents
Related to Hydrogen Centrol and Certain Degraded
Core Ccnsiderations

Dear Mr. Ch.J.k:

We have the following additional crzrment w-dng the subject proposed ' ~

rule. Our previous crrJments were sent you in my Neverber 3 letter.

1.) Page 65472, addition of 50.44a(a); The proposed addition of section
50.44a(c) adds a requirement that boiling water reactors should have
the capability to vent the reactor coolant system. 'Ihe supused re-
quirenent states that a single failure should not cause inadvertent
actuation of a vent. 'Ihe BWR Owners' position, which was endo % by
Ph41adalphia Electric Ccnpany, is that tba currently installed, power-
operated, safety-grade, relief valves, the high pressure coolant in-
jection (HPCI) system, and the reactor core isolation cooling (RCIC)
systen provide the necessary vent mph 414ty a*xi that the inposition
of a single failure criterion for prevention of inadvertent operation
of this vent caphility is not agalicable to Eni14ng water reactors.
'Ihe inapp14r-ah414ty of the single failure criterien in this manner is
based on tra following: )

a.) 'Ihe relief valves serve an inportant function in reitigating
the effects of transients and in many plants provide ASME
code o w.s essure protection. 'Iherefore, the addition of a
second " block" valve to the vent lines could result ut a less
safe design and in scme cases a violaticn of the A9E code.
Also, inadvertent openug of a relief valve in a BWR is a
design basis event and is a centrollable transient. g,
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Mr. Samuel J. C111k -2-
Secretary of then Ccmnission
U.S. Nuclear Pegulatory Ccx:Inission

b.) Se HPCI and PCIC systens function autrrnatically to ensure
adequate core cooling. It is not desirable to interfere with
ermu.pq core cooling functions in order to prevent venting.

me proposed addition to 50.44a should be nodified to reflect the
above BWR Owners' psition.

Sincerely,

S$h
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