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Mr. Tristan Forgus
£33 Green 3riar Lane
Lake Forest, I1linois 60045

Dear Mr. Forgus:

This is in reply to your letter of September 15, 1980, to the President about
the safety of nuclear power.

The position of the President is given in the attached statement he made on
December 7, 1979, regarding a report by a Commissicon he appointed %o investi-
gate the accident at the Three Mile Island nuclear plant in Pennsylvania. He
said in part:

"tyery domestic energy source, including nuclear power, is critical if
we are to free our country from its overdependence on unstable sources
of high-priced foreign oil. We do not have the luxury of abandoning

nuclear power or imposing a lengthy moratorium on its further use...."

"The steps I am announcing today will help assure our country of the
safety of nuclear plants. Nuclear power has a future in the United
States -- it is an option that we must keep open. I call on the
utilities and their suppliers, the NRC, the executive Departments and
agencies, and the State and local governments to assure that the future

is a safe one."

As a result of the experience with the Three Mile Island accident and the
official studies and investigations of the accident, the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission is implementing an Action Plan to correct or improve the regula-
tion and operation of nuclear facilities. In the case of the Zion Nuclear
Power Station, which is one of those located in an area of relatively high
population density, the NRC issued a Coenfirmatory Order on February 29, 1380,
identifying a number of extraordinary interim measures that will signifi-
cantly increase the level of safety and that the licensee had agreed %o
undertake. Also, a review of the Zion facilities is being made to determine
what additicnal measures or design changes should be implemented.

Every effort is being made to protect the public health and safaty at all

nuclear powar plants that are currently in operation or that may start oper-
ating in the future. Any plants that are found to be unsafe will not be

allowed to operate.
Sincerely, 7{//
,7‘;4:11o155"¢‘;;21 T

Harold R. Denton, Director
0ffice of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
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oFf1CE OF THE WHITE HOUSE PRESS SECARETARY

THE #HITE HOUSE
STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT ON THE KEMENY COr2QsSsSION
REPORT ON THREEZ MILE ISLAND

Rocm 450, O0ld Executive 0ffice Bui.iding

(AT 2:45 P.M. EST)

THE PRESIDENT: The purpese ©f this pr.ef statment this
afterncon is to outline to you and to the public, both in this count:v
and in cther nations of the world, my oOwn assessment of the Kemeny
Repors recormendations on the Three Mile Isla.’ acc.dent and I would
like %o add, of course, in the presentatiocn some whoughts and actions

of my own.

I have reviewed the report of the Commissica, whish I _
established to investigate the accident at the Three Mile Islané nuclear
power plant. The commission, headed DYy Dr. John Kemeny, found very
serious sacrtcomings in the way that poth the Government and the utilit

industry . 2gulate asd manage nuclear power.

The steps that 1 am taking tocday will help to assure that
auclear power plants are operated safely. Safety, as it always has
seen and will remain, is By tOP Priority. As I have said befors, in
shis country nuclear pcwer is an energ) source of last resort. By this
1 meant that as ve reach our goals on conservation, on the direct use

of coal, on development of solar power and synthetic fuels, and

enhanced production of American oil and natural gas, as we reach those

goals, then we can minimize our reliance on nuclear power.

Many of our foreign allies mast place much greater reliance
than we do on nuclear power, because they do not have the vast natural
rescurces that give us SO many alternatives. We must get on with the
jeb of developing alternative energy resources and we must also pass,
in order to do this, ehe legislatiocn that 1 have proposed to the Congress,

making an effort at every level of society to conserve energy. To
conserve energy and tO deve lop energy resources in our country are the
swo basic answers for which we are seeking. But we cannot shut the
door on nuclear power for she United States.

ia Iran have shown us the clear, stack
ce on imported oil holds for our naticn.
We must make every effort to lead this country to energy security.
Cvery domestic enersy scurce, including nuclear power, is critical if
we are %0 be free as a countzry from our present over-dependence on
unstable and uncertain sources of high priced foreign eil.

The recent events
dangers that excessive dependen

we do not have the luxury of abandoning nuclear power or
imposing a lengtny moratorium on its furiher use. A nuclear power
plant caa displace 35,000 barrels of oil per day, or roughly 13 millicn
marrels of oil per year. We must take every possible step to increase

she safety of nuclear power production. I agree fully with the letter
ané the spirit and the intent of the X-=eny Commission recormendations,

some of which are within sy owa power to implement, others of which
rely on the Nuclear Regulatory commission, or the KRS, of she utility

industry itsell.

To get the sovernment's own house in order I will take
teasR)
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caveral steps. Ffarst, I will send to the Congross a rocrganizat 2
to strengthen the role of the Chairman ¢f the NRC, to clarily assignmant

of authority and responsibility and provide this perscn with the power
to act on a daily basis as a chief executive officer, witn autherity 0
put needed safecy recuirements in place and to implement better
procedures. Tne Chairman must be able to select key personnel and to
act on behalf of the Commission during any emergency.

cacond, I intend to appoint a new Chairperson of the
Nuslear Regulatory Commission, scmeone from cutside that agency, in the
spirit of the Xemeny Commiss.on recommendation. In the meantime, I have
asked Commissicner Anearne, nov on the NRC, to serve as the Chairman,
Mr. Ahearne will stress safety and the promptl implementation of th
needed reforms.

in addition, I will establish an indesendent adviscry
comnittee to help keep me and the public of the United States informed
of the progress of the NRC and the industry in achieving and in making
clear the recommendations that nuclear power will be safer.

wird, I am transferzing responsidility %o the Federal
Emersency Management Agency. the FEIA, to head up all off-sicze
emerjency activities, and to complete a thorough raview ¢l emergency
plans in all the states of our country with operating nuclear reactors

by June, 1380.

fourth, I have directed the Nuclear Regulatory Commission and
the other agencies of the Government to accelerate our prograa to place
a resident Feceral inspector at every reactor site.

Fifeh, I am asking all relevant Government acencies to
implement virtually all of the other recommendations of the Kamery
commission. I believe there wvere 44 in all. A detailed factsneet is
being issved to the public and a more extended briefing will be given
to the press this afterncon.

Wity czlear leadership and improved organizaticn, the
~xecutive 3ranch of Government and the NRC will be Detter able %o
act guickly on the crucial issues of improved training ard standazds,
safety procedures, and the other Kemeny Commission reccmmendaticns.
But responsibility to make nuclear power safer does not Stop With the
Fecaral Government. In fact, the primary day by day responsibility
for safety rests with utility company management and with suppliers

of nuclear equipment. There is no substitute for technically qualified
constructicn, the cperaticn, and

and committed pecple working on the
the inspectzicn of nuclear power plants.

Personzl rrspensibility aust he stressed. Scme one Derson
mus+: always be designated as in charge, both at the corporate level and
also at the power plant site. The industry cwes it to the American
pecple to strengthen iss commitment to safety.

1 call on the utilities to implement «ne following changes;
£:-8%, building on the steps already taken, the industry must orzanize
jcse.f toc develcp ennhanced standards for safe design, cperation, and ’
conssructicon =f plants; second, the nuclear industiry must work together
to develcy and te =aintain in cperatien 2 ccmprehensive training,
examination, and evaluation program for cperators and for supervisors.
*nis training program must pass muster with the NRC through accreditaticn

of he trainiag programs to be established.

*nird, conzrol reoms in nuclear power plants must be
nodernized, standardized, and simplilied as much as pessible, to permit
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potter informed decision-making ameng regular operating hours and, of
rs ring emergencies.

1 challenge ourl ytility companies to bend every efiort

to improve the safety of auclear power.

like to discuss how we manage this
the KXemeny tecommendaticons are bein
of new nuclear plants naow awaitif
cperating licenses or construction JeImits. Under law, the Nuclea
Resulatery Commissio is an independent acency. Licensing decisicons

ress wizh the Nuclears Regulazory cemmission, and as tne Kemeny Commissicn
noted, 1t has the authority t2 proceed wWith licensing these plants on 3
case Dy case pasis, which may pe used as circumst aces surrounding a
plant or its apgplication dictate.

Finally., 1 wos.d
gransition period duzing which
implemented. There are a numter

LR ]

The NRC has indicated, however, ehat it will pause in
issuing any new licenses and construction permits in order to devote
iss full atteniion 0 putting its own house in order and tightening up
safety requirsments. 1 endorse this agproach whnich the NRC has
adcptesd, but 1 srge the NRC ©0 complete itS work as guickly as pessidble
and in no event later ehan six months from today. Once we have

forms to assuce safety, ve muss sesume the

inssisuted the necessary re
licensing process promptly 80O shat the new plants we need to> reduce our
dependence on fcreign =il can be bullt and operated.

Tme steps 1 am announcing today will help %o insure the safezy
of auclear plants. Nuclear power does have 2 f4sure in the United States.
1+ is an option that we must keep open. I will jeoin with the uytilities
and their suppliers, the Nuclear Regulatory Commissicn, the executive
departments and agencies of the Federal Government, and alsc the state
ané local governments to assure that the future is a safe one.

Now Dr. Frank Press, §tu Eizenstat, and Joan Deutsch will
pe glad to answer your questions about shese decisions and about
nuclear powe:r and the fugure of it in our countIy. rank?

END (AT 3:00 P.n. EST)




T™e Presiden?

The white House
vashingzton, 0.0, 205C0
Dear Mr, Presideni;
T am a citizen of Lake Fores?t 71. and live abe% 0 ailes from Zion
Where there is a muclear power plant, I aa concer ahout the safty steps.
7 feel the power coampany has not fully consideres what i3 mest for the puitlic,

it what would acke the 3OSt profit, I would like %o xnow what is your position on

muclear power,
N———

Sincerely,

‘!‘ris{:;o z.'gus W

£59 Green 3riar lLane
Lake Forest, I1 60045



