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The Honorable Bill Bradley
United States 3 enate
Washington, D. C. 20510

Dear Senator Bradley:

This is in response to your letter dated June 23, 1980 addressed to the
NRC Office of Congressional Affairs enclosing a letter from Mr. Robert
E. Cunningham, 655 Collidge Avenue, Toms River, New Jersey (Enclosu e 1).
Mr. Cunningham provided comants and raised certain questions regarding
cracks that have been detected in the core spray system spargers in
the Oyster Creek Nuclear Generating Station. The core spray system at
the Oyster Creek facility is designed to provide cooling water to the
reactor core in the event of a loss-of-coolant accident.

Scheduled NRC required inservice inspection and subsequent tests of the
reactor internals during the 1978 refueling outage at the Oyster Creek
Nuclear Generating Station identified and confirmed the existence of a
crack in a portion of one of the two core spray system spargers inside
the reactor vessel. Action was taken during the Fall 1978 outage to
strengthen the sparger at the crack Iccation by the installation of a
mechanical clamp assembly.

During the 1980 refueling outage, additional cracks were discovered by a
significantly igroved procedure for inservice inspection of the spargers.
(It is not known whether these are new cracks, or previously existing
cracks that were not possible to detect during the 1978 inspection.) As
a result, the licensee proposed installing additional mechanical clag
assemblies to further strengthen the spargers. The NRC evaluated the interim
repair of the spargers and found that it is adequate for the present
condition of the spargers. We concluded that there is reasonable assurance
that the health and safety of the public will not be jeopardized by
continued operation of the as-repaired facility for the next fuel cycle;
however, we imposed the requirement that all of the core spray spargers must
be replaced during the 1981 refueling outage. A copy of our safety evaluation
and the license condition requiring replacement of the spargers is enclosed
(Enclosure 2).
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Cracking in core spray spargers has also occurred in the Pilgrim Nuclear
Power Station. Because this trend indicated a need for more intensive
inspection of these components, the Office of Inspection and Enforcement
issued IE Bulletin Number 80-13 which requires all boiling water power
reactor facilities with an operating license to perform visual inspections
of the core spray spargers and segments of the core spray system piping
during the next scheduled and each following refueling entage until
further notice. A copy of this IE Bulletin is also enclosed (Enclosure 3).

Subsequent to the issuance of this IE Bulletin, Jersey Central Power and
Light Company informed us that they observed two visual indications on the .

core spray piping at the Oyster Creek facility that could possibly be
cracks. I am enclosing a copy of our letter dated July 9,1980 (Enclosure 4)
which provides our evaluation of the licensee's submittals regarding these
indications.

I hope that this letter is responsive to Mr. Cunningham's letter.

Sincerely,

((sised) L Xavi:Cr:d1

Ipr - William J. Dircks, Acting

j Executive Director for Operations

Enclosures: .
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