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Dr. Herman R. Levine
238 Senisa Drive
San Antonio, Texas 78228

Dear Dr. Levine:

The Chairman has referred your letter of July 8,1980 to me for response.

In your letter you suggest that work be halted at the two nuclear plant
construction sites in Texas because of the " severe heat wave".

In responses to inquiries made of NRC's resident inspectors at the two
sites, I was advised that the potential for heat induced illness is being
watched closely at both the Bay City and Glen Rose sites.

At both sites, construction has progressed to the point that most of the
work is being done indoors, out of direct exposure to the sun. The Bay
City site (South Texas Project) has not experienced the severe temperature
reported for the northern part of Texas. In the case of the Glen Rose site
(Comanche Peak) the day shift has been shortened from 10 hours to 8 hours
by releasing the workers two hours earlier in the afternoon, and the start
of the night shift has been delayed by 3 hours to provide an additional
cooling off period. These changes in work hours has allowed for virtual
work stoppage in the late afternoon (3:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.).

In addition, both applicants have taken steps to improve working conditions
by adding fans for circulating air and both applicants have provided free
liquids like Quick Kick or Gatoraid to the workers. Comanche Peak further
added a water deluge system to the outside of the containment domes which
resulted in a substantial reduction of inside temperatures.

| We will continue to monitor the situation through our resident inspectors.
|

| Sincerely,
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\ Harold R. Denton, Director
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation,
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