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Investigation Summary:

Investigation January 21 through February 5, 1980 (Report No. 50-445/80-02;
50-446/80-02)
Areas Investigated: Investigation of allegations in regard to lax Quality
Control procedures, welding problems and weld defects contained in an article
in the December 6, 1979, Dallas Times Herald and attributed to three Authorized
Nuclear Inspectors (ANI).
Results: The allegations were determined to have no merit. No items of
noncompliance or deviations were identified.
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INTRODUCTION

Comanche Peak Steam Electric Station (CPSES), Units 1 and 2, are under
construction in Somervell County, Texas, near the town of Glen Rose, Texas.
Texas Utilities Generating Company is the Construction Permit holder with
Brown and Root, Inc., as the constructor and Gibbs & Hill, Inc., as the
Architect / Engineer.

REASON FOR INVESTIGATION
:
,

The purpose of this investigation is to ascertain the veracity of allegations
made by three former Comanche Peak Authorized Nuclear Inspectors (ANI) as
reported by a local Dallas newspaper, and the impact of these allegations in :
regard to the nuclear safety of the plant.

SUMMARY OF FACTS

On December 6, 1979, an article (copy attached) captioned "Three Comanche
Peak Inspectors Quit in Protest" appeared in the Dallas Times Herald in
two separate places. The article was written by a Dallas Times Herald
staff writer, and indicated that three ANIS had left their jobs at the
Comanche Peak nuclear plant in the last fifteen months after complaining I

about " lax Quality Control procedures." In addition to complaints about
existing QC procedures, the article inferred that welding problems existed
in the main cooling water loop pipes as well as other welding defects in
other areas of the plant and indicated that inspectors took records and
photographs with them that would verify these alleged claims.

The investigation was initiated at the NRC Region IV office in Dallas, Texas,
by attempting to learn the location of the three former inspectors in
question. Region IV officials were unsuccessful in obtaining names and
present location of the three inspectors from the Dallas Times Herald staff
writer. Additional investigative inquiries disclosed that one of the ,

inspectors was still employed by the Hartford Steam Boiler Inspection and
Insurance Company, the other two inspectors were located in Chicago, Illiaoxs,
and Los Angeles, California.

CONCLUSION

Personal and telephonic interviews with the former Comanche Peak ANIS
disclosed that none of them could identify specific areas of concern
to the NRC. All the interviewed inspectors complained of lax Quality
Control procedures on the part of Brown and Root, the principal contractor, |hut none could cite areas that would be considered safety hazards or potential *

|
safety hazards. The inspectors left the Comanche Peak site over a period
of a year (September 1978 to September 1979) and according to them, one wasi

| transferred, and two resigned. The allegations have been determined to
| have no merit.
I
|
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DETAILS

1. Persons Contacted

Individuals A, B & C.

2. Investigation

a. Background

On December 6, 1979, an article captioned "Three Comanche Peak
Inspectors Quit in Protest" appeared in the Dallas Times Herald
newspaper. The article authored by a staff writer, stated that
three former Authorized Nuclear Inspectors had quit their jobs
over the last fifteen months in protest of " lax Quality Control
procedures." The article inferred that welding problems existed
in the main cooling water pipe as well as other welding defects
in other areas of the plant. The article also mentioned that the
former inspectors took records and photographs with them to
document their claims; a copy of this article is attached The
investigation was initiated on January 21, 1980, at the request
of the Region IV. Director, with efforts to identify and locate
the inspectors in question. Numerous telephonic inquiries re-
vealed that one of the inspectors was still employed by the
Hartford Steam Boiler Inspection and Insurance Company. The
other two former inspectors are now working and residing in the
Chicago, Ilinois, and Los Angeles, California, areas.

b. Investigative Details

(1) Allegation No. 1

Three inspectors at the Comanche Peak nuclear plant have
left their jobs in the last fifteen months after complaining
repeatedly about lax Quality Control procedures.

Investigative Finding

The ANIS stated that it was their opinion that Brown & Root
(B&R) had lax Quality Control procedures because the procedures
were constantly being changed to resolve administrative problems
existing in the procedures. Although the ANIS considered the

,
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procedures to be lax, they knew of no technical requirements
in the ASME B&PV Code that had been violated by the changes
to the procedures. It was their opinion that once a pro- '

cedure is written, that it should not be changed regardless
of the administrative costs involved.

This allegation is considered to have no merit, in that
procedures may be changed to resolve administrative problems
that may exist in procedures, provided technical requirements
are not compromised.

(2) Allegation No. 2

The ANIS took records and photographs with them to protect
themselves in case problems cropped up later.

Investigative Finding

r

The ANIS stated that they took copies of some records and
that the original documents are available at the nuclear
power plant site. The records were copied for personal use
to support work accomplished during employment as an ANI.
The ANIS did not have any specific cases where problems had
not been resolved to the satisfaction of B&R QC or the ANI's
agency. The ANIS stated that the records and photographs
did not contain any Code violations that were left uncorrected.

This allegation has no merit in that deficiencies of concern
had been corrected.

(3) Allegation No. 3

An ANI made statements that reportedly indicated that
anybody that has any confidence in the main cooling water
loop pipes would be out of their mind because of the welding
problems.

Investigative Findings -

'Individual B stated that it was his opinion, and only an
opinion, that the main cooling water loop pipes had been
repaired too many times when B&R first started welding the
pipes using the shielded metal-are welding process. The
ANI said that the repairs were made in accordance with and
met Code requirements. Changes in welding processes have
apparently corrected the problems leading to the concerns
expressed.
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This allegation has no merit, in that the inferred damage
has no technical basis.

(4) Allegation No. 4

The ANIS repeatedly found what they thought were mistakes
with welds in piping and with documentation required by the
Quality Assurance code, but when taey tried to force compliance
they met resistance.

Investigative Finding

The ANIS stated that the mistakes with welds and with
documentation were resolved to the satisfaction of the
ANI's agency and that they were not aware of any existing
safety hazards.

This allegation has no merit, in that finding and resolving
mistakes are inherent conditions of an ANI's job.

|
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