300 7TH STREET, SW. . REPORTERS BUILDING, WASHINGTON, D.C. 20024 (202) 554-2345

NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

2] = = === = = = = i R T S
l -
3 3 In the matter of: $
: Docket No. None
4 METROPOLITAN-EDISON (TMI II) $
§| = = == = = =« = 0 = 0 = o ==~ - =X
6 ! Room D=4
i Howard Johnson Motor Inn
7 | 473 Eisenhower Boulevard
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania
8
Wednesday, September 3, 1980
9
10 Interview of Hugh McGovern, began, pursuant to notice,

1 at 9:00 a.m.

12 PRESENT :

13 TZRRY IARPS

14

15

16

17

19 RICHARD K.
20 |
MICHAEL F.
21

22 |

23
24

25
ti

31050403]

TER, Office of Inspection and Enforcement
Nuclear Requlatory Commission

E JOHN W. CRAIG, Offic. of Inspection and Enforcement

Nuclear Regulatory Commission

NORMAN C. MOSLLEY, Office of Inspection and Enforcement

Nuclear Requlatory Commission

DAVID H. GAMBLE, Office of Inspector and Auditor

Nuclear Regulatory Ccmaission

HOEFLING, Office of the Executive Legal Director
Nuclear Reculatory Commission

McBRIDE, Esq., JANE PENNY, Esqg., and

Attorneys for Hugh McGovern

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC.




300 TTH STREET, SW. | REPORTERS BUILDING, WASHINGTON, D.C. 20024 (202) 554 2345

10

12

i3

14

15

16

17

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

PROCEEDINGS
MR. GAMBLE: We will go on the record.
This interview is being conducted as a portion of the
Nuclear Regulatory Commission's investigation of the exchange of
information between the Metropolitan Edison Company and the NR2C
on March 28, 1979.
Mr. McGovern, if you would raise your right-hand, I
will swear you in.
Whereupoin,
HUGH A. McGOVERN
was called for interview and, having first been duly sworn,
was examined and testified as follows:
EXAMINATION
BY MR. HARPSTER:
Q Hugh, could you tell us briefly at about what time you
were in the control room on March 28, 19792
A I entered the control room at about 10 minutes until
seven in the morning. I was there basically all day, until

approximately 6:30 or 6:45.

O What were vour duties on March 28, B79, arcund the time

' period 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. ?

»

S Around 1:00 to 3:00 p.m., I was basically supporting --
I was a control room operator at the time, and I was basically
supporting the men who had the duty carrying out functions in the

vertical section of the ranel.
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I1f somebody said, "Open the valve to such and such,"
then I took care of that, and that kind of thing. I acted as an |

extra set of arms.

Q Were you on any particular portion of the panel or were

you involved in it?

A There was not any specific area. It was overall just in
|
that back section panel. By back section, I mean the vertical |

| section behind the horizontal panels.

i

|
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Q Did you briefly recall who was directing you tc perform

1

' these various evolutions?

A Specifics, ro, 1 cannot remember which supervisor was

where, and which one said to do this at this time. There were

| several in the control room.,

Q Could you briefly recall fcr us who was present in the

| control room in that time frame, from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m./

16

A i lremember Joﬁkhwastyk and Brian Mehler. I carnnot

remember who else was in there. There were two foremen, Fred

{ Sheimann and Carl Guthraie.

20

21

22 |

23

25

Q Do you recall who was the emergency director at that
time? |

A No.

Q Could you describe your recollections or actions at the

tuae of the pressure spike and subsequent tn that time?
A Yes, sir. I was at the back left portion of the

control room, in ront of the primaryv suppcrt systems. At the
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time of the pressure spike, one of the control room operators
said that the building spray pumps were running. I walhed around
the front of the console, to the horizontal section, and in fact
I saw tie pumps running, and I observed the pressure spike on

the recorders, the two reccrders on the front.

I walked back around to the vertical section, and one
of the supervisors or foremen told the control room operator to
secur~ the building spray pumps, and tocld me to close the DHV-8s,

gsv-!
which are the suctions off the sodium hydroxide, and the P&b—t=
when the pumps were off, which is the discharge valve in the
reactor building.

Q Could you briefly describe, was there a general know-
ledge that you had had a pressure spike at that time, ard there
were a lot of people doing things that were in response to what
had happened?

A There was -me4 a general knowledge that it indicated a
spike up and down. There was a lot of conjecture as to the
causes. Yes, people were carrying out various actions. Yes, we
had a pressure spike. This was not the first time we had a

pressure increase in the reactor building, and we had had one or

two building isolations prior to that time.

Q Were any explanations given concerning the pressure
| spike?
A I don't remember anybody conjecturing on the cause. 1

24

25

cannot answer that question as far as to what other people were

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC.
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thinking.

Q Did you overhear or become involved in any discussions
about the pressure spike?

A No.

BY MR. CRAIG:

Q When did you feel that the pressure spike was real?
When did you have knowledge or belief that the pressure spike was
real?

A I think that the actual first time that I realized that
we had had a nydrogen explosion, which I believe is what your
guestion is, was on Friday, in the mid-shift.

Q Actually, that was not my question.

When did you believe the corntainment spray pumps
actuated because of an actual pressure increasc¢ in the contain-
ment, regardless of the cause?

A T knew that we had had a pressure incr-ase, or at least
that it indicated an increase. In my mind, I ascribed that to an
entirely different circumstance. 1 felt that we had had an
instrument malfunction and some sort of damage in the auxiliary
building that had cause that, because that is where the pressure
panels are located.

Q Can you tell us at what point in time that opirn.ion

| changed, that belief changed?

A Friday morning on the mid-shift. It did not occur to me

up until that time that we had actually had a hydrogen burn in

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC.
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the building. This was brought up by somebody else.

Q So you are telling us that until you heard the hydrogen

explanation, you did ot believ e that the pressure had been 28
pounds, or approximately 0 pounds?
A I did not conceive of that being a real possibility. ?

BY MR. HARPSTER:

Q Le me ask you. Youwere a control room operator, is that
correct? j

A Yes.

Q How did you account for the spike being an instrument :

malfunction, with the diversity and redundancy of instrumentation |

that you hase in the control room?

A It is a fact that there are four instruments, and they

| are split up in various locations. I did a little rationaliza-

15

16
17
13
i9
20
2
22

23

25

tion in my head, which I thought that maybe we had an electrical
transient or something along thuse lines in the auxiliary
building. I based that on a couple of observations that were made |
at the time,

I observed the waste transfer pump, the reactor coclant
pumps, the support oil pumps, and the gamma panel, which is a --

the gamma monitoring panel which is part of supplying the

| auxiliary building. All these things are powered off from supp]ie§

on the 328 level of the auxiliary ouilding. They all died at the

same time as this spike. '

I made the assumption that we had had an electrical

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC.
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L failure, or some sort of mishappening in the upper-level of the |
& 2

o

iauxiliary building, that we had gotten a double series there. |
3 gThere are three panels there, building spray panels. We had two :
‘ 4 of those three that actually actuated the pumps.
5 Q Could you tell me how that would account for the starting
!
6 (of the containment spray pumps? What are_}hey powered off?
7| a‘-n: 1-4F
| A They are powered o.f of the and <28, which are on §
l
8 gthe 328 level of the auxiliary building. My tiinking was that we
4

ihad an an electrical failure that had gotten the gamma panel, the
0| reockor
support pumps for the seeessen coolant pumps. Some sort of

" lelectrical failure, or some sort of electrical transient that
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12 | caused thepressure instruments t¢ spike.
' 13 ! My kncwledge 1is a little more intense in that area now, |
[ {
4 tand I realize that it coull rnct happen that way, but at the time
15 | that is what I was thinking.
i
e | Q Were you aware of anyone, or did you monitor that
" |containment building air temperatures subsequent to the spike?
Q
18 i A I did at one or two times during the day.
] 1
g 19| - ;
= ! |
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* RESIDENT PARTNERS WASMINGTON OFFICE

RESICENT PARTNERS LONDON OFFICE
i ADMITTED TO THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA BAR December 9, 1980
Mr., Norman C. Moseley
Director
. Division of Reactor Operations
Inspection

Of fice of Inspection and Enforcement
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Wwashington, D.C. 20555

Re: NRC Investigation of March 28, 1979
Accident at Three Mile Island - Unit 2

Dear Mr. Moseley:

In response to your letter of September 15, 1980,
the following are transcript corrections to the September
3, 1980 testimoay of Mr. Hugh A. McGovern.

PAGE LINE WORD(S) THAT NOW APPEAR CHANGE TO
v3 16 JoeChwastyk Insert space

between "Joe"
. and "Chwastyk"
A 4 DSB-18 Chainge "DSB-1S"
to "BSV-1"



PAGE LINE WORD(S) THAT NOW APPEAR CHANGE TO
L4 16 not Delete "not"
7 7 21e and 22e Change "21e"

and "22e" to
"2-1e" and
"2-2e"

VI 10 reaction Change “"reac-
tion" to
"reactor"

1 El Co0 Change "CGO"
to "CRO"

In addition to the statutory witness fee of $30
per day to which he is entitled, Mr. McGovern is entitled
to $3.20 for a total of 16 miles to and from the interview
and hereby requests a total of $32.20 for his appearance.

Very truly yours,
2/

;3cpynzf £V. ZA;%i%a

cc: Mr. Hugh A. McGovern
Smith B. Gephart, Esq.



