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1 .P_ f,O C X E R I,y, G E

I 2 MR. HARPSTER: Craig, the purpose of this

f 3 investigation is to continue our inquiry into -the flow of

O 4information at Three Mile Island on March 28 th, 1979.

5Whereupon,

6 CRAIG C. FAUST

7having been first duly sworn by Mr. Harpster, was examined

Sand testified as follows:

9 MR. HARPSTERs Would you state your full name for

10 the record, please.

11 THE WITNESS: Craig C. Faust.

J 12 MR. McBRIDE: My name is Michael F. McBride of the
:

131aw firm of LeEoeuf, Lamb, Leiby C MacRae, counsel for Mr.

O. 14reest.

15 MS. PENNY: Jane G. Penny from K111am & Gephart in
:

16 H a rris bur g for Mr. Faust.

17 EXAMINATION

18 BY MR MOSELEY:

[ 19 0 Mr. Faust, on March 28th around 2 p.m. what were

! 20your duties? What were you doing?

21 A Well, I have stated that before. Do you want me
!

| 22 to restate it?

23 C Yes, please.

| 24 A I was known as the switching and tagging sharer at

25 the time and my duties involved taking logs on the turbine

f O
L

i
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' 1 generator and just the plant itself, which at the time there
J?

l 2 weren 't any, writing up what is known as tagging orders and

; 3getting them ready to go out into the plant. That is about
QD 4it really..

5 0 You were no t handling one of the control panels or

6one of the boards at that point in time?

j 7 A No, I wasn't.

j 8 0 Who were you reporting to in doing this duty? Who

' 9 was your direct supervisor?

10 A It would have been my foreman at the time, or if

11 he wasn't in the room then the shif t supervisor, or if he

12 Wasn 't in the room and I was doing anything to affect the

13 plan t I would have talked with the control room operator on

. O 24 the penet et thet time.

15 0 Your supervisor then would have been Mr. Zeve?

16 A Yes.

17 0 Would you describe for us your recollections and

18 any actions that you took at the time of the containment

19 pressure spike?

20 A The actions I took were to regain the

21 configur atio n I had on the make-up pumps after we'just sort

22of locked around to see if the problem went away in other

23 wo rd s .

24 0 . Would you describe for us first what you saw and

25vhat you heard?

O
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1 A What I saw was a spike on a graph. When Ed{}
2 Frederick nudged me and I looked over he was standing beside

3 me on my lef t, and I just looked over at the graphs and
O\''r 4 noted two spikes on each of the graphs. I noticed the

Smake-up pumps reinitialized as f ar as equipment right in

6 front of me because that is what I was concerned about at

j 7 the point. That was really about all I caw initialize. I

8 knew other things went because what it did was it

9 reactiva ted the four-pound building signal on the safety

10 f eatures actuation.

11 Q So there was an initiation of the SFAS which you

12 recognized a t the time?

13 A Yes.

) 14 Q Did you see or were you aware that the containment7

15 spra y punps came on?

16 A I don't know at what point I was aware of it, but.

17 I had known that they had come on. I think it was more just

18 he aring the order that shut them off -- or it was not the

19 o rde r , it was just -- I can't even say it. It is too long.

20I knew they were shut off. Let's put it that way.

21 Q And actions that you took were related to the

22 m ak e -up pumps?

23 A Yes.

() 24 Q What actions were those?
|

|

25 A I think you are going to have to refer back, but I

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY,INC,
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(3 1 think the " A" and the "C" make-up pumps came back on and I
LJ

2 believe at that point I was on a configuration of one pump

3 running for the demand that we were supplying and I just was

4 restoring it back to that configuration af ter we saw that

5there wasn't any further addition to the problem, whatever.
,

6 caused the building pressure to rise like that at the time.

7 Q Did you participate in or overhear any

8 conversations concerning the cause of the spike?

9 A The main conversation that came up at that time, I

10 didn ' t even get involved in it, that I heard, let's put it

11 tha t way, was really that we were checking to see if it was

12 actually a malfunction in the instrumentation itself that I

13 could say I heard somebody say something aLoot it. We

() 14 weren ' t sure . We really didn 't know.

. 15 0 You weren't involved in this conversation, you

16 overheard it; is that correct? Isn't that what you said? -

17 A If you want to call it overhearing a conversation

18 because even that was fragmented. Like I said, I was really

19 concerned about the make-up pumps and their importance and

|
20what we were doing and not losing them.

|

|
21 0 Do you recall if instructions were given to

| 22someone to do something in terms of following up on that?
!

l 23 A Not that I remember right now, no.
l

(]) 24 0 But you recall that there was some discussion

25about it maybe being caused from some electrical problem?

O
|

|
|
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1 A Well, that is what we sort of were looking at.{)
2 That is what they were trying to ve rif y whether there was a

3 problem with the instrumentation. That is what came on the

O
4 strongest , let's put it that way, that I can remember. I

5know that was one point they were looking at.

6 0 Do you recall who was involved in this
>

7 conversation or discussion?

8 A I would have to quess. That would be the best-I

9 could do right now. You would have to go back if I said

10 some thin g before in reference to it.

11 0 But today you don't recall?

12 A No.

13 0 Were there discussions later about other possible

( 14causes for this or was there any conclusion reached as to
f

15 what the cause was that you were. aware of?

16 A What time later?

17 Q Any time that you have a recollection on March

18 28 t h .

19 A Not really, not that I was aware of. I didn't get

20any discussions on that point on March 28th.

21 Q Just to make sure I understand. You recall tha t
,

'
22there were discussions or conversations related to whether

23 or not it would have an electrical instrumentation cause'but

() 24 you don ' t recall any conclusion from that discussion or

25 conv ersa tion ?

!
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Q 1 A No.
V

2 Q And you don 't have any recollection of any further-

3 discussion about the cause of the spike on March 28th?

)'

4 A Not on March 28th, no.

5 0 As a follow-up to the indications of the pressure.

6 spike did you sonitor containment temperatures?

7 A No, I did not.

8 0 Were you aware that anyone else was asked to,

9 directed to or did on their own- volition?

10 A No.

11 C What about the reactor coolant ~ pump air cooling

12 systen tempe ratures, to your knowledge, did anyone monitor

13 these as a result of the spike?

14 A No, not that I know of.
f

15 Q To your knowledge, was pressure instrumentation
i

16 vhich uses the containnent as a reference checked

171amediately following the spike?

18 A I didn't really think about it at the time. Like

19 I said , I was worried about the make-up pumps. I-knew the

| 20 spike had occurred because ny attention was directed towards
i

21it. I did not get involved in trying to. verify what had

22 caused it really.

23 Q Nor are you aware of anyone else having done this;
,

!

() 241s that correct?
,

| 25 A Well, from what ! said before, I was aware that

|
|

O
|

|
! AtrERSoN REPORTING COMPANY,(NC,
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r~s 1 somebody was looking at it, but it was more f rom a problem
V

2 with the instrumentation to verify that something didn't

3 enter into both of them, some noise level or something, I

4 guess, that would have caused both of them to jump like tha t.
.

5 0 Well, these other things that I just asked you

6about are sort of confirming type ladications that would

7have c,onfirmed the spike that was seen on the pressure

8 recorder and I was just won d ering if you were aware on March

9 28th if any of these other things had been checked?

10 A I would have assumed that was in with that check

11 on the instrumentation. That was just a verification of the

12 instrumentation if they had a problem with it or not, you

13 kno w , to back it up.

D)(_ 14 0 Do you have knowledge specifically whether any of

15 these things were done?

16 A Not that I could say factually, no. I did not

17 stop and verify that it was being done.

18 Q And lou did not hear anyone being asked or told to

19 do these particular things?

| 20 A What I heard was that, and once again I can't even

21 sa y who. It was a discussion going on apparently beside me

22 because I heard c. met dy talk about let's verify it to see

; 231f the instrumentation was all right, do a channel checking,
I

| () 241n other words, on the pressure.

25 Q How would you do that?

O
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1 A I would-imagine it would involve going up to the

2 panel itself to put in a signal from the transmitter, or

3 calling it up I imagine r.n the computer and see what, I

'O
4 think there are six of them, see what the six pressure

5 ranges were doing, if they looked like they showed any kind,

6of a malfunction on the computer as far as the signal that

7we would see from it.

8 Q Tallowing the spike was an order given to inspect

9or survey the containment to see if it was still intact to

10 the best of your knowledge?

11 A Not that I know of.

12 Q Did you hear any request for special radiation

13 surveys af ta,r the spike?

14 A No.

15 Q Mr. Faust, on March 28th did you hear directly or

16 wer e told of an order not to start equipment or not to

17 change it status, the equipment inside containment?

18 (Pause.)

19 Do you understand the question?

20 A The equipment inside the containment, not to

21 change anything?

22 0 Not to change its status, electrical equipment

231nside the containment, don't change its status, if it is
,

(') 24 running don't shut it down and if it is down don't start it

"25up.

ALDERSoN REPORTING COMPANY,INC,

400 VIRGINIA AVE, S.W, WASHINGTON, D.C. 20024 (202) 554-2345
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(} 1 A There were different times during the duy, I maybe

2can say it that way, that orders started coming from behind

3 me because I didn't even look behind me a lot of times. The
(

4 main thing I am getting at is when I started receiving

S orders not to do something without a supervisor telling me

6 was when I actually got over on the make-up pumps because I

7 operated the secondary site of the plant for about the first

8 two to three hours ---

9 0 Yes, I as aware of that.

before I shifted positions, and up until that10 A ---

$1 time I guess you would call them orders if you want to look

12 at it that way, but when Bill and I were talking and working

13 cn the sec,ondary site of the plant we were agreeing with

14 each other on what we were going to do next in relation to
,

15 that . When I got over to the make-up pumps I did.t't really

16 even get any orders initially, and I can't tell you at what4

17 poin t , but then there came orders to make certain.

1

18 configurations on the pump for maintaining what was it a

19 hundred on each pump I guess it was. You will have to go

20 back in my testimony. I know I said it then, but we were

21 told to maintain so much vom flow in at a staggered

22 configuration across the loops on the pumps.

23 0 This was in an attempt to favor one loop to try to

(]) 24 fill that loop? Was this what you were actually trying to

25 accomplish?

O
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1 A By this time we had quite a few engineers in there

2 and whatever word they were getting or whatever our

3 supervisors were talking about back there to come up with a

O
4 reasonable amount of flow to at least ensure that the core

5would be cooled by that flow alone going in was the number

6that they got and was passed up to me, in other words, on

7 the make-up pumps in this case.

8 0 let's try to see what time frame we are in. You

9were on the secondary panel in the early hours?

10 A Right.

11 0 Until about what time, and if you don't know the

12 exact time you can perhaps relate it to something happening

1311ke the ' eneral emergency being declared. Were you on it

) 14 up until that time?

15 A Yes. I was on the secondary site.

is 0 Okay.

: 17 A That had been declared before I moved over. Like
i

18 I sa id , I think it was between 7 and 8, somewhere in there,

19 tha t I actually moved over to the make-up pumps.
i

20 0 At the time that you moved to the make-up pumps ---

! 21 A That wasn't just walking from one panel to the
,

22 o th e r. I had actually gone back and forth several times

1

[
23 because I was trying to turn over to a man that was

l

j () 24 relieving me at the steam genera tors.

25 0 At that time when there was not much more

O
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{} 1 discussion of what was to be done and you began receiving

2 orders or directives f rom behind or was it later?

3 A It wasn't right at that point because I had made
i

O-
f 4 several moves where I was talking to the foreman. In other

5words, I was receiving direction to back off on the flow.

6 He was looking at the pressurizer level I imagine. He still

I 7 didn 't receive any cuidance at that point from behind him I

8 quess -- this is a gnass now again -- because I walked into

9 that area and I essentially just started taking orders as I

10 saw from Fred in relation to what he was watching. In other

11 words, as he said back off the make-up flow a little bit

12 mo re I would be backing off and I got to the point were I

13 co uldn ' t run two make-up pumps for a minimum flow

14 requirem en t o n th e p ilgp s . So I told him I was going to put

15 the make-up pumps into a signal and try to go back to a

16 normal configuration on the pumps because I was also pegging

170ut s'eal injections on the reactor coolant pumps at the time

18 which isn 't good to run them like that either and I was

19 going to try to go back to a one-pump configuration which

20was plenty to supply the demand that we were calling for at

21 th a t point.

22 0 You mentioned Fred. Was that Fred Scheiman?

23 A Fred Scheiman, yes.

() 24 0 So Fred and you were working together. He was the

25 foreman who you were working with; is that correct?

O
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/~') 1 A Right.
(/

2 0 Could you relate it prior to the repressurization

3 as 'to when did this change take place between how you were

O 4 receiving your orders? Was it after the repressurization or

5before? This is the morning re pressu riza tio n .

6 A I don't think I can really say. I don't

7 remember. To clear that up even I would have to go over my

8 transcripts to try to figure that one out.

9 0 But it was some time in the morning time frame, 9

10or 10 o ' clock , before 10 o ' clock ?

11 A Right now I would take a guess; you know, I was

12 goin g to say about 10.

13 Q All right. Now, at this time you say that orders

() 14 were coming f rom behind, would you describe that for me a

1511ttle better ?

16 A Somebody would say to do something witn the

17 m ak e -u p pumps that was standing behind me.

18 0 Would this be Ross?

19 A That is the person I would name because he was

20behind me.

21 Q So you would be getting this stuff from Ross
|

| 22 prin cipally?

23 A I would say that, yes.

(]) 24 0 Not Kunder?

25 A I couldn't actually say. I don 't believe it would

O
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1have been him.O
2 Q Gary Miller?

3 A That I couldn't tell you.

4 0 Then going back to the question at some point

5during the day did you receive orders or directions or

6 guidance, whatever term that would describe an instruction

7 to do something , did you receive or hear of one of these

8 directives to not start equipmen: or to not change its

9 status within containment?
10 A For me it was just the make-up pumps that I

11 heard. That is what I am trying to say.

12 MR. McBRIDEs Can I interject something? I think,

13I might clear things up a little bit. I think there are two

() 14 separate kinds of directiver hat the two of you may be

15 speaking of and there may be a little confusion here.

16 I think what you are driving at is whether there

17 was an order dealing with not to start any DC or

18 electrically operated equipment at any point during the

19 d a y. I think what Mr. Faust is describing is a general

20 directive that with the number of supervisory personnel who

219ere in there that the CRO's discretion was reduced, if not

22 elimina t ed , and they were only to do what they were told by
i

23 somebody more senior to them.

) 24 So if a little more specificity is given as to
' ~J

25 which directive or order you might be referrito to I think

,

f

ALDERSoN REPORTING COMPANY,INC.

400 VIRGINIA AVE., S.W., WASHINGTON. D.C. 20024 (202) 554-2345

,- . _ - . - ..,,. ._- -. - - - . . _- . . _ . . . . _ _ _ _ _ . . -



__ .

16

(} Iit might clear it up a little bit.

2 MR. MOSELEY: Well, I certainly from prior

3 testimony understand that the way of operating on that day

O
4 was somewhat different than normal. I understand that there

5 would be an operator at each panel and then there would be a

6 foreman at each panel. Then these people would receive

7 direction from the shif t suretvisor or perhaps Mr. Ross and

Borders would be transmitted in this way.

9 Is that a reasonably correct upderstanding of how-

toit worked?

11 THE WITNESS: Nobody told me that that was what we

12 we re setting up at the time, but that appears to be what it

13 cam e to.

14 BY MR. 30SELEYa

15 0 Now, what I am really trying to get at is an

16 understanding of whether or not you heard or received any

17 instruction that said in effect don't start any equipment in

18 co nt ainment or don't shut any equipment down. Leave it as

191t is.
,

l
'

20 A My answer to that is I would really go back to my

21 first testimony to see if I said anything. I don 't remePher

|
22 hearing that and I don't know if what I am thinking now I

23 heard later. You know, it is hard for me to distinguish

() 24because at least I think I heard as to what you are saying
,

25 bu t I can't honestly say I remember that for a fact.

(|

I
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I

1 0 okay. Let's address it directly. Specifically |

! 2 af ter the pressure spike was there an order given, to the

3 best of your knowledge, an order or instruction to not stop<

O 4 equipment for fear of an explosion of some sort?

5 A I would say no, not that I heard a t that time from

6what I csn remember now.
.

f 7 0 You don't recall having gotten such an instruction

8or heard one?

9 A No.

10 MR. HOEFLING This is on 3/28 we are talking

11 abou t .

12 THE WITNESS: 3/28, right. When I ever received

13 an order it was directed towards the make-up pumps. To me

() 141t wasn ' t f or something in the containment. I feel like I

15 heard something to the effect of what you are trying to ask,

16 but I don 't know if that is because I was in a lot of

17 conversations af ter that or what now.

18 BY HR. MOSELEY:

19 0 The instruction on the pump was an early morning,

20 instruction to keep the punp operating? Is that one that

21 you had reference to earlier?

22 A Yes, I would say that. Yes.

23 Q Do you recall such an instruction being given at a
,

(} 241ater time like March 29th or March 30th, the instruction

25being one of do not sta rt equipment , particularly DC

O
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1 equipment?

2 A The way I would say it is we weren't allowed to

3 start anything unless a supervisor told us at that time.

# 4 Q Even on March 29th and 30th?

5 A We had to have a blessing before we did anything.

6 Q But you don't recall a general instruction that

7was given of don't start stuff in containmen t because we

8might have an explosion?

9 A I don't remember hearing that, but I am sure I

10 he a rd something to that effect because I was operating in

11 the control room and it became that kind of a concern.

12 0 But you believe that would have been later than

13 March 28th, on another day ?
,

() 14 A Yes.

15 Q You don't recall which day?

16 A I would say the 29th I guess.

17 MR. McBRIDE: But you are not sure?

i 18 THE WITNESS: No.

19 BY MR. 50SElEYs

20 Q Since you reported on site on March 28th what

| 21 pressures have you felt which influenced you either directly

I 22or ladirectly to change any of your recollections, if any?

23 A I don 't know if I changed them.
!

(} 24 Q I am not asking whether or not you changed them.

! 25I an asking whether you felt any influences or any pressures

i
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<
' 1that would have caused you to have change them.

.

's
i

2 A A lot of interviews.

3 0 But those interviews would have had the effect of

O- 4 perh aps - calling your attention to certain things?

5 A No. What I do know happened is through the number

Sof interviews I had I had to end up telling them to go to

f 7the first interview as to just how I actually perceived the

8 feeding of the steam generators and the operation of the 11
,

9 valves. I think I made up a story altogether different from

10 wh a t I first started saying. I actually was trying to

11 remember how the lights went, the sequence of the lights

12 w ent because that was what was cueing me somewhat and also

13 the demand on valves. Then I was trying to say what would

() 14 reasonable make me do that that way and I ended up changing

L
15 my story I believe and I actually went to the lawyers and

16 told them.

j 17 0 Bu+. this is on your own volition that as you

18 thou gh t about it you recognized that your recollection had

19 ch a n ged ?

20 A I had quite a few interviews by that time and it

21 seem ed to me like I was changing it as I went through

22 in te rview s. Like I was saying really, you know, logically

23 1t wouldn't have been that way, it should ha ve been this way.

24 MR. HOEFLING: But aside from the interview
)

25 process itself have you f elt any pressures or influences?

O
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{}
1 THE WITNESS: The only problem I am having is

2 trying to keep what I knew at that time separate from what I

3have learned as we went through the whole process. It is

O
4 still hard for me to remember what I knew then before I

S actu ally picked up information later because it seems like I

6should have known it then now. That is a poor answer.

f 7 MR. MOSELEYs No, I understand completely, and I
H

8am sure that all of us are aff'.icted with that problem.

9 MR. McBRIDE: Let me if I'can just interject

10 so me thin g to clear up a phrase that he used that may have

11 been unfortunate.

12 Mr. Faust, when you used the phrese "made up a
,

13 story" can I safely assume you didn't mean that you

14 fabricated something or lied, but rather than you went back

15through your memory and what you know about the plant and

18 discerned what happene'd that appeared to be different from
,

! .

; 17your first recollection ?
:

I 18 THE WITNESS: That would be a better way of
r

19 statin g it, yes.

20 BY MR. MOSELEY:
F

21 0 Mr. Faust, do you have any knowledge that

22information was withheld from the NRC on March 28th?

,
23 A No, I do not.

;

() 24 MR. MOSELEY: Tha t completes our questioning. We

25will furnish a copy of the transcript to you as soon as we

I

()
|

!
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' 1can and ask you to make any corrections you feel necessaryi O
2 and we will also ask for quick turnaround if possible

| 3 because we are trying to get through with this job. ,

i i

4 THE WIINESS: Okay. Thank you..

! 5 (Whereupon, at 10:30 a.m., the taking of the

6 deposition concluded . )

7 * * *
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