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BOSTON EDISON COMPANY
PILGRIM NUCLEAR POWER STATION
DOCKET NO. 50-293

Attachment to LER 80-049/03L-0

Description

On August 10 and 11, 1980 SSW P208B tripped. On August 11 and 17, 1980
SSW P208E tripped. On each occasion the trips resulted from thermal
overload of their respective breaker's B1533 and Bl444. Immediate
investigation revealed no cause for these trips. A detailed analysis

was initiated to ascertain the cause of the trips and recommend corrective
action. .

Cause & Corrective Action

The analysis indicates that the major conditions contributing to these
trips are:

l. An improvement in the SSW inlet water flow due to maintenance
performed during the refuel 1V outage.

2. A reduction in heat transfer capability of the TBCCW system
in non essential loops.

3. The number of SSW pumps in operation.

4. The inlet water level to the SSW pumps.

5. The inlet water temperature to the SSW pumps.
It is believed at this time that simultaneous operation of four SSW pumps
with specific inlet water levels shifted the dynamic operating characteristic
of B & E SSW pumps and resulted in protective trips of their respective

breaker.

Permanent corrective action is being contemplated; meanwhile, inlet water
temperature decrease has alleviated the problem.

Emergency mode of operation requires two pump operation and therefore the
safety margin, in this mode has not been reduced.

Following the completion of the analysis and implementation of permanent
corrective measures an update report will be issued.



