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Description of Event

On October 9, 1980, with the unit at 49% power, at time 1030 sample
analysis of SI accumulator 1A revealed the boron concentration to be
2179 ppm. Accumulator 1A was immediately placed in re-irculation with
the uait 2 RWST which has a known boron concentration jetween 2000 ppm
and 2100 ppm. At time 1345, accumulator 1A was determ.>'. to be within
the required specification limits.

At time 1520 accumulator IC was sampled and the borc. Acentration
was found to be 2168 ppm. It was immediately placed on reci. ‘'ation
with the RWST and, at time 1640, was found to be within the limits of
Technical Specification 3.5.1 which stipulates that the coaceatration be
maintained between 1900 and 2100 ppm.

Probable Consequences of Occurrence

Since the boron concentration was brought back within specification
in the time required by the action statement, the health and safety of
the general public were not affected.

Cause of Eveat

The only source of borated water for the SI accumulators in the
past has been the RWST, which contains a known coacentration of borated
wate~  No other sources of makeup or fill have been used for the SI
accumulators. The samples obtained from these accumulators contain
higher concentration of borom than that contained in the RWST. For this
reason, the high sample concentration is believed to have been caused by
stratificatiun of stagnant boric acid in the a-cumulatar.

Immediate Corrective Action

The accumulators were recirculated with the RWST until the proper
boron concentration was achieved.

Scheduled Corrective Action

Technical Services has been requested to develop an analysis to
support a wider tolerance band for accumulator boron comcentration.

Actions Taken to Prevent Recurrence

It 1s believed that this is a sampling stratification problem.
Therefore we have no reason to believe that the bulk accumulator concen-
tration was out of spec. No action, other than pursuing a Technical
Specification change, is required.

Generic [mplicatioas

Stratification of boric acid in stagnant tanks is a generic prc 'em.



