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Aquifer restoration of the original Highland solution mine wellfield
has progressed satisfactorily. The 6 original production wells have
been returned to water quality consistent with restoration target values
of the licensed second wellfield pilot. Howqver, concentrations of
several parameters remain marginally high in ground water from the center
original injection well and the 2 offset wells located 40 and 50 feet
from the injector.

Although nearly 35 million gallons of ground water have been produced
since leach operations were concluded, only about one-third has been
produced from the 3 center wells. The remainder was pumped from the ring
of producing wells in restoring ground water qualf ty of the outer portion
of the 0.6 acre pattern area.

To complete restoration of the center portion of the leached area, we are
proceeding with arrangements which will permit injection of ground water
produced from a water source well near the project area into the currently
shut-in 6 producing wells. It is anticipated that productivity of the
3 center wells will be increased, permitting the restoration process to be
accelerated. Modification of surface facilities to permit injection will
be carried out this month and actual injection of the clean ground water
is expected to begin in November.
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