(Re e g Le |

!

No.__ 74 Date_11/22/72
Sl DIRECTORATE OF REGULATORY OPERATIONS
4 - %]  NOTIFICATION OF AN INCIDENT OR OCCURRENCE

Facility: YANKEE ATOMIC ELECTRIC COMPANY (YANKEE)
Problem:

The Yankee reactor was shutdown on October 20, 1972, for a scheduled
four-week maintenance outage. The primary purpose of the outage was

to replace the cruciform control rods which had exhibited indications
of binding during recent operations. On November 13, 1972, RO Region I
(Newark) Office was informed by the licensee that, during the control
rod interchange, foreign objects were observed on the reactor vessel
lower core support plate. Examination of the Reactor vessel internals
by the licensee, utilizing an underwater TV camera, revealed that two
control rod shrouds had been displaced and that the foreign objects
were tie down bolts for the shrouds. (The enclosed sectional view of
the Yankee reactor vessel shows the locaticn of the control rod shrouds.)

An RO inspection was conducted on November 17, 1972, to review the
licensee's investigative program and findings. The reactor vessel
internals had been removed and a total of eight shroud bolts had been
recovered from the vessel. The cause of the failure has not as yet
been determined. The extent of the delay in resumption of reactor
operations is not known at this time; however, RO estimates the reactor
will be shutdown through January 1973.
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No other domestic Westinghouse pressurized water reactors utilize control
rod shrouds.
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Action:

1. Yankee is continuing to investigate the matter and will submit a
report of this occurrence to the Directorate of Licensing.

2. RO will follow the progress of the li:ensee's investigations and
will examine the licensee's findings and corrective action prior
to resumption of nuclear operations.

3., Commissioner Ramey's Technical Assistant, Commissioner Doub's
Technical Assistant, the Staff of the Joint Committee on Atomic
Energy and the Office of Information Services are being informed
by copy of this notification.

Contact:

Further information on this problem can be obtained from:

Sniezek - ¥7421

Keppler - X7421
Engelken- X7356
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