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Mr. Ames Miller oo o . .m
Clarbourne County Cftizens

for Safe Energy
Box 474
Port Gibson, Mississippi 39150

Dear Mr. Miller:

This responds to your letters of June 2,1980, to Chairman Hendrie and Mr.
Brian Grimes expressing your concern over the lack of local community input
to emergency plannina for the Grand Gulf reactor. Please let me assure you
that we consider the response capability of local organizations to be one ;

of the most essential elements in the total planning picture. ;

On August 19, 1980, the Nuclear Regulatory Cossaission published a new regu-
1lation on emergency preparedness (copy enclosed) with which all presently

operating nuclear power plants and all applying for an operating license, J

e.g., Grand Gulf, must comply. This regulation includes implementation
dates by which requirements must'be in place and operating. It emphasizes
the necessary coordination between the management of the nuclear plant and
the local response authorities in three principal areas. One provision of
the rule is that emergency planning must extend to a distance of about 10
miles from a nuclear power plant for what is called the plume exposure path-

;

way. The pluse exposure pathway describes the mechanism by which an efflu- i

ent plume is directed downwind from a sourcenand then becomes available for
direct plume exposure or for inhalation.e

,

Another requirement is the definition of emergency action-levels for clas-
sifying and declaring an maergency. The emergency action-levels are based
on control room readings of process parameters within the plant. If the ,

instrument indications exceed set values, notification to local and State !
authorities must be made at once, with the result that local althorities I

are alerted before any radioactivity leaves the plant.
~

A third requirement is the design objective for prompt alerting of the public
that requires the utility owner to ensure that the capability exists for alert-
ing the public within 10 miles of the plant within 15 minutes of the plant
operator notifying local officials. The first instruction would be to go
indoors, close doors, and windows, and listen to either the radio or TV for
further instruction. Evacuation is not usually recommended as the initial

~

protective measure to be taken.
i
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Mr. Jams Miller -2- j;o o ju a JB JU k _,

By direction of President Carter on Decemoer 7,1979, the Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEM) is responsible for review of emergency plans, which
includes evacuation planning of State and local authorities in the environs
of a nuclear power plant. The NRC works closely with fem in this regard.
Upon completion of its review, fem will present its findings on the adequacy
of offsite emergency plans to NRC, and NRC will then make the final licensing
decision of the overall acceptability of emergency preparedness of the nuclear
power plant and the surrounding environs.

On July ll,1980, the Mississippi Power and Light Cospany submitted information
concerning evacuation time estimates for the area surrounding the Grand Gulf
Nuclear Station. This information was assembled and reviewed by local, county
and State authorities who would have responsibilities for implementing
emergency plans. We enclose herewith a copy of this information, ano suggest
that you tran<ait your concerns directly to such authorities. In our letter
to Mr. James Oevocal of your group dated August 6,1980, we gave the name
and address of the responsible regional fem representative:

Frank Newton, Director, Region IV
Federal Emergency Management Agency
137S Peachtree Street, N. E.
Atlanta, Georgia 30309

We are forwarding a copy of your letter to Mr. Newton and suggest that you
also communicate with him.

Sincerely,

r/ . r g M Bil
i E. G. Ca:a /
Harold R. Denton, Director
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

Enclosures: DISTRIBUTION:
1. Emergency Planning Rule Docket 50-416/417 BGrimes
2. Evacuation Time Estimates NRC PDR HCollins

for Grand Gulf Local PDR FPagano
NRR Reading JSears
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