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In ti2 past several years, @ significant nusber ot relief valves anc
sefetv-relief valves were found to be incperable at EWR rezctor facili-
ties. irese valves were installes in the Reactor Coolant Systen and/or

'tﬁ”"i' Depressurization Systen, Several prograins hove been develoned
*0 reluce the incicence of these valve failures; hcucver, additional
failures continue to occur.

Conseguently, we have concluded that changes tc the Survzillance Hequire-
rents and Limiting Conditicns for Cperaticns for all £.2's rre needed to
crovige acditional assurance of rcelief valve and safety-ralicf valve
crerability and reliability. Therefore, we reaguest thet you «ogify your
surveillance testing procram thrcuah tne adopticn of the nreoram conteined
in tae wodel technical specificaticns we have prepared, Tihe cicnents of
this progran inciuge:

1. ELach remotely cperatcd relief valve and safety-reliet valve in
the Reactor Coolant System and Autematic Deprescurfzotion Systen
111 be tested on & veriable frecueacy schedule relatec o

cemanstrated reliacility and cperadility. The tasting interval

12 03sand ofi the merbor of velve fatflures curins e recuires 1os

intervel, Facilitize idth reliable valves will prooross ¢

A Ry

25t interval witle those with valve failures wilz PrOGTosE W &
SHOrter test 1‘-~rv11 This concept siiould resuly in € sinis ¢
of a2 more uniforn devel of reliabitity for »h1° 9"1'.a.t than

i
erevicusly cbtaineg.
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e 1un Yncrensed survelllance program will wecong eiieCiive Cniaren i,
1979, %0 1ncrease in velve testing s requirea Letore vhat date,
The initid) testine interva) of the 1ncreased surv¢1l]¢ncc nrogrd
vill be based on the nunber cf remotely cperated relict valves ano
safety-ralief valves found frnoperable in tha previovns it ronthe
(Lenterver 1, 1977 to warch 1, 197¢). This leac vine will peruit
tig resolution of the bark 1 Safety-&elief Yalve Loeds and

tructural Canability ceneric concern. Adaitionally, tnis lead
tire is sufficiert to pﬂnnit the develonment and inplerentaticon of
inpgroved safety and safety-relief valve i:ginténance procecures anes
other corrective actions prior to implementing the test prograv.

vill e cxanined prior to initiating the test crooras at lecast
once each fuel cycle (i.c., each 1€ montns) te veri?y OnTInued
structural Inteority.

2. The relief and/or safetv-relief valve line restraints in the tores

We reguest that you submit within 30 days from your reccint of this letier,
an 2pplication for amendment to your license that will change your techaical
specifications to b2 in cenformance with the require ents of the enclosad
rodel technical specificetions and essociated bases. In tic event you
shouled dasire further discussion of this matier, pleasce contict us.
Sincercly,

Original signey by

-[:::¥'71.7fA[C:}—14417

Oon K. Lavis, Acting Chicf
Operating Reactors Jranch #4
Division of OUperatine reactors
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