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CEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
usar wespirat artaua cuac: jhb /&A m

jharcano are, c= utxico nio

-=ent to

SGPR (505-264-9697) 10 September 19791 ''"S'

Respcuse to NRC Bunetin No. 79-19 - Packaging of Lcv Levelsussec-

Radioactive Waste for Transport and 3urial
..

?:- US Nuclear Regulatory Cet=21ssion
Regicu IV
6H Ryan Plana Drive, Suite 1000

_
Arlingten TI 76012

1. On 28 Aug 1979 the Radiological Health Sectien/SC7R of Hospital
Kirtland, Kirtland AF3, Albuquerque, New Mexico, received your
Eulletin No. 79-19 ccucerning packaging of Lev Level Radicactive
Waste for Transport and 3urial.

The foHoving is an attempt to answer the ite=s identified in
subject bulletin requiring a respcuse by the licensee:

a. The Radiological Health Section at Kirtland AF3 is maintain-
ing a current set of DOT and NRC regulaticus cencerning the transfer,

- packaging and transport of radioactive vaste material.

b. The USAF Radioisotope Cc=nittee is sending the necessary
dccu=entatien indicating the requirements placed en the vaste burial
firn by the Agreement State of Nevada, South Carolina and Washingten.

c. All Radiolegical Health Sectica persemel have been given
the respcusibility for packaging and transport of Icv level radio-
active vaste material by virtue of their experience and educatien.
Nothing in writing has been generated or censidered necessary with
respect to designatien of responsible perscenel in this area. Ecw-
ever, respcnsible individuals in the Radiological Health Secticu vill

| be so designated in writing.
_

| d. The Radiological Health Section has not yet develeped detailed
! mage =ent appreved operating precedures fer use by section perscenel
| .' for the transfer, packaging, and transpcrt of radioactive vaste

materials other than the instructions cutlined in the 3ase Radiation
Protecticu Progran Regulatien 160-1 and Air Force Technical Order
00-HCN-2. The detailed operating precedure requested in subject

| bulletin vill be develeped by Radiological Health at the earliest
I available opportunity.
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e. Periodic training is provided to Radiological Health Section
persennel on all facets of the Kirtland Al'3 F.adiation ? otection
Program and for changes in Federal Regulations affecting that program.

-] Training is provided to all new personnel coming into the Radiological
Health Section depending on that individual's previous background and
knowledge concerning Federal Regulations ccvering transfer, packaging
and transport of radioactive materials and all other areas involving
the i=plementation of an ongoing Radiation Protection Progra=. Records
of periodic training are being =aintained on file by Radiological Health.

f. Initial and periodic training will be provided by Radiological
Health to those persennel at Kirtland AF3 coming under the jurisdiction
of the Air Force who are involved with the generation of icw level
radioactive waste.

3 Radiological Health will establish a =anage=ent controlled
audit by developing a checklist for the transfer, packaging and trans-
port of radioactive waste material at Kirtland AF3. This checklist
will allow a disinterested elenent of management to audit this area
to assure compliance with regulatory requirements. A record of these
audits will be maintained in the files of the Radiological Health
Secticn.

h. Answers to questions 1-3 of Bulletin 79-19, page 3:

1. Radiological Health has made no lov level radioactive
waste shipments in the last six =enths.

_.

2. N/A

3. Yes, no process was used to solidify liquid lov level
,

radioactive waste. Liquid low. level radioactive vaste is maintained
in the storage vault in that form. The only liquid waste presently
being generated at Kirtland AF3 is I-125 from Hospital Kirtland nuclear
medicine program (In-Vitro only).

M:
| JAMES N. 3AILEY, Capt AF, 3SC Cy to: USNRC, Office of Inspection
! Chief, Radiological He th/RPO and Enforcement, Div. of Fuel

Facility & Materials Safety
Inspection
Washington, DC 20555
USAF Radioisotope Cc=mittee
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