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PHILADELPHIA ELECTRIC COMPANY
2301 MARKET STREET

~

P.O. BOX 8699

PHILADELPHI A. PA.19101
JOSEPH W. G ALLAQHERs

(2151841 5003stactnecrooou som parantesamt

July 25, 1980

Re: Docket Nos. 50-277
50-278

IE Bulletin 80-17

.

Mr. Boyce H. Grier, Director
Office of Inspection & Enforcement
Region i
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
631 Park Avenue
King of Prussia, PA 19406

Dear Mr. Grier:

This letter is in response to Bulletin 80-17,
Supplement 2, forwarded to us on July 22, 1980, concerning
" Failure of 76 of 185 Control Rods to Fully Insert During a Scram
at a BWR". This supplement to the bulletin confirms the
information and action required that was conveyed by telephone to
us on July 19, 1980. The " Action to be Taken by Licensees" and
our response follow.

Action to be Taken bl Licensees,

Each BWR licensee with a SDV vent system that depends on any
component other than the vent valve alone for proper venting must
provide an alternate vent path continuously open to building
atmosphere on the side of the vent valve piping away from the
SDV. This alternate vent path must be positive in its function
at all times (i.e., a vent must be effective regardless of
component operability other than the vent valve).
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Plants have made corrections by providing a vent through a
standpipe open to building atmosphere. This was done at Browns
Ferry Unit No. 3 and is being done at Dresden Units 2 and 3. It
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is noted that due consideration to radiological aspects should be
included.

An alternate vent path must be provided within 48 hours following
the telephone notification on July 19, 1980, in order to continue
or commence operations.

Response

The vent piping from the scram discharge volume headers were
examined. The headers lead to a closed funnel which connects to
the clean radwaste system in the reactor building. The clean
radwaste header system receives other inputs from drains in the
reactor building and drains to the equipment sump in the reactor
building. To verify that the vent header piping was open to
atmosphere, a special test was performed. This test circulated
air from the A vent valve through the header and out the B vent
valve to a constant air monitor. Flow rate during this test was
3 cfm and the test duration was 20 minutes. This test was
repeated in the reverse direction. A second test was performed
which drew air from the clean radwaste drain system through the
closed funnel and out of the vent header discharge piping to a
constant air monitor. This test was repeated on each closed
funnel. Flow rate was 3 cfm and test duration was 20 minutes.
These tests verified that the existing installation provides an
atmospheric vent for the vent header piping.

To ensure this venting capability under all conditions, a 1" vent
standpipe was added to each closed funnel at elevation 135' in
the reactor building. In addition, a 1/4" hole was drilled in
the side of the funnel at the elevation where the vent piping
enters the closed funnel. Additional design review is being
performed in accordance with Bulletin 80-17, Supplement 1, Item
B.2, and may result in additional modifications to the SDV
venting system.

The tests performed and the modifications made, provide a
positive venting capability for the vent valves under all
conditions.

Status reports regarding these actions were given to the duty
officer in Bethesda on July 20, 1980.

Very truly yours,

h0 W

cc: U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Office of Inspection & Enforcement
Division of Reactor Operations Inspection
Washington, DC 20555
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