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CHAIRMAN WRIGHT: We've got a full evening. I
would like to get started, I would like tc hear testimony
from those people who are scheduled and take additional
testimony for those of you who wish to make points, you may i
do so., If you wish to take pilctures, you may also do so. I
Just ask that you don't interfere with the witness when he is
taking testimony.

We will run for about an hour to an hour and a half

and then take a break so the stenographer can replace the tape;
and we can make a stop in the restroom, 1f you so desire. §

It's golingz to be a full evening. I would like your ;
utmost cooperation in maintaining the schedule that's been |
handed out. You will notice that some have been allowed 15
minutes, and the rest have been allowed ten,

If you keep your comments down to half of the
allotted time, then a lot of you may ask questions, If you
take up the full allotted time, you will not be able to ask

questions,

Our first witness is Dennis Hamsher, Councilman for
the Goldsboro Borough,

MR, HAMSHER: On my left this evening 1s the Mayor
of Goldsboro, Ken Meayers; and on my right is our Police Chlef,
James Herman,

CHAIRMAN WRIGHT: If the stenographer has any

trouble with names or wants spellings, please speak up.
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MR, HAMSHER: On Wednesday, March 28, the community
of Goldsboro was slowly awakening. Its residents were
beginning to ecarry ocut their normal everyday routines, not
aware that provlems existed at Three Mile Island and not
kowing they already, without prior warning, were the recipients
of unknown amounts of radiocactive discharges from TMI, an
island about 3/4 of a mile from where we now sit. It was not
until some four to six hours later, late morning, that people
were finding through the news media that a problem did exist.

As the day progressed we found ourselves engulfed

with a barrage of reporters asking questions and taking ;
pictures of those huge towers so close by. The news media z
knew more than we, the local government officials. Our County%
Emergency Management office was telling us what the State orfiée
apparently told them, that the problem was over, there was no

|
|
need for alarm, So we, in turn, reassured our residents and |
tried to go about our normal routines. !

|

We received no additional reports as to the apparenti
problems at TMI from the sources which should have bren keeping
us irformed, those sources being our County and State Emergencﬂ

Management offices.

to discuss the possioilities of additional problems calling
for immediate action, At first we were unable to locate our

|
!
That evening Borough Council met in emergency session
i
|
|
|
%
County Director, We, in turn, contacted the State Office of |
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Emergency Management to try to get an update on the TMI
situation., We found they were on an alert status and the

affected Counties and local municipalities were to be also.

Keep in mind we were told the problem was over some ten hours

|

earlier, Thursday passed with no additional information other
than news reports.

Friday, March 30, another release of radioactive
gases from TMI, and again, no prior notification. The York

County Emergency Management Director made a decision to go

to stay indoors,

|
|
into the first phase of the County's plan which was essentially
|
4
|

For the first time panic was evident. Upon my
arriving in Goldsboro that morning, I passed a crying woman

carrying a small infant, running out of town. Arriving at

this building I was met with a barrage of State Police officers

who wanted to know what was happening and who hit the panie
button, Our immedlate task was to calm the people, try to

reassure them and get additional information, Such information,

howesver, Jjust wasn't available,

Lack of information breeds confusicn, and ccnfusion

was apparent with every agency we tried to deal with, The

State Police did not know what Civil Defense was doinz, Civil

Defense did not know what DER was doing. DER did not know
what Met Ed was doing. No one could seem to get on top of

the whole situation.




After inquiries, it became apparent that no one could
tell us how much radiation was being emitted from TMI., We
requested a radiological monitoring team through the County
and found that none was avallable, We then requested
additional detection equipment, and finally received some by
a York County Deputy Sheriff, but the equipment was of no value.

It could not detect low level radiation which we wi.re dealing

with, With one set >f instruments we had acquired previously |
and a crash course for our p2ople in 1ts use with the help of }
two Met E4 health monitors, we put our own team on the streetsé
For years we were led to believe that if this type ;
of situation developed, we would have ample help from the Staté
and County levels, Now we were finding we had to go it our- !
selves, ?
Our County emergency plan stated that assistance
would be available, For example, the plan stated "The

Assistant Director for Radiological Contrc1" will proceed to

the scene and evaluate the radiatlon situation. His findings |
were to determine if an evacuation would be necessary. This !
never took place, "The Assistant Director for Law Enrorcementﬁ
was to establish a commard post near the scene in conjunction |
with the State Police. Lo County command post was established%

Looking ahead we had to come up with an evacuation {
plan because it was apparent the County was unprepared to i

handle effectively any large scale evacuation with its present




limited planning. The Northern York County municipalities

came up with a plan to institute 1f evacuation was necessary.

Our plan was later rejected by County officials., Another plan

was later instituted by the County.

Wirh tﬁis new evacuation plan supposedly finallzed,
we have yet to receive completed copies of this particular
plan. Incidentally, no local government officials have had
any input in either the new evacuation plans or the five-mile
evacuation plan which was in effect before this accident.

Saturday evening we all could breathe a little

easier, The Department of Energy working with the NRC brought

into town a moblle laboratory. When we explained to the men
accompanying this laboratory about our problems with lack of

information, they were able to subside some of our rears,

|
|
|
|
|
!

They confirmed most of our radlation readings taken by our om’fi

personnel,

By Sunday this town of about 600 was now a town of
approximately 80 people, Most residents either by their own
accord or by our suggestion had retreated to safer distances
with friends or relatives,

The long viglil which started Priday was beginning
to take 1ts toll on our emerg2ncy team, Some members had to
make decisions whether to stay and volunteer theilr services
or leave to be with the'!r families. The long hours, often

with only a few hours of sleep a day, was having its effects,




On Sunday we requested help, again, from the County. This
time we requested manpower assistance whether it be the
National Guard or whatever to relieve some of our own people
for much needed rest, One County Commissioner promised to get
back to us. However, we never got a reply to our request.

After Sunday it was apparent the only persons we
could rely on was the State Police, who worked with us
constantly and did an excellent job, the surrounding
municipalities assistance, and our own persornel,

Monday and Tuesday were routine days with our
gontinuation of our work in taking radiatlion readings,
patroling the borough limits and keeping our command post in |

operation,

By Wednssday, April 4, most of the town's residents |
were returning, and it was apparent we would be able to phase |
down our 24-hour operation, With approximately 75 percent of |
the residents returning, no longer was looting and vandalism

a major concern.,

Looking back over those infamous days, our problems |
|

are more apparent now, The accldent occurred; late notification

accompanied by very little knowledgeable technical lnformatlonf
regarding our situation, In addition, the lack of proper E

radlological instrumentaticn and trained vadiological

monitoring personnel. Radiological detection teams apparently:

|

were not immediately available to confirm what Met Ed was telling
i




us, The lack of proper planning on the State and County and
Iocal levels, Proper planning should include local government
emergency representatives who know their communities particular
needs, Poor communication was apparent. For local government
to act responsibly to any emergency, they have to know all
information avallable pertaining to the emergency. Many

notices that were sent from the State level to the County level
i
|

{

never reached the local level, ILocal government cannot do its
Job if 1t 1s not given the necessary tools and assistance. i

It is guite apparent that we were not all adequately;
prepared to handle this type of emergency. When dealing with i
normal types of emergencies, such as fires and floods, we can i
see what we are contending with, We can act with limited |
information. However, with radiation we cannot see what we
are to be protecting our people from,

The proper agencles must he on top of the situation i

immediately and transfer all pertinent information to County

and Local levels so they can act accordingly.

Memories of the Three Mlle Island accident v1ll be
with us for the rest of our lives, We must see to it that
generations hence do not have to live through the same hell
we have experienced because of this accident. We must see to

it that we are adeguately prepared to cope with this type of

emergency even though it was never supposed to happen, It is |

government's Jjob to protect our people, and it 1s time we
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started doing the Jjob effectively.

Thank you.

BY REPRESENTATIVE CEESEY:

- During parts of your testimony you indlcated that
you had requested additional detection equipment and finally
received some from the York County Sheriff. Do you recall
when you requested that equipment?

A We requested that equipment Friday morning righu
after the second release from Three Mile Island.

Q How long did it take you to get that equipment?

A Approximately an hour and a half,

Q And you indicated in your testimony that the
equipment ycu got didn't work.

A That's correct. The problem with the equipment was
it measured radiation in roentgens, not in milliroentgens;
and it was useless for the type of situation we were up agalinst

Q You also indicated that the Northern York County
municipalities came up with a plan for evacuation, 1f necessary
To the best of your knowledge, was that plan approved by the
County Commissioners aud the County CD Director?

A In the beginning of the emergency, the plan was
approved because the County dldn't have anything., They were
Just trying to get together a last-minute sort of thing to

come up with something, and we were the only ones at that

-
‘.

time that had an evacuation plan =-- a workable plan, we feel,
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It wasn't until later, in fact a day later, that the County
came up with their plan.

Q And you also indicated that to this day you have
never received a copy of a current evacuation plan; yet
tonight, 1f TMI again went into an accldent stage, you don't
have an evacuation plan in your possession from the County so
that you would know exactly what steps you follow?

A That's correct. The only thing we have is what we |

received in the courthouse in York that Sunday during the
emargency, that plece of paper that saild that the Goldsboro

residents were supposed to go to the Brogue area in the event

of an evacuation, And that's all that paper states,
Q You are aware of the fact, where at least you
indicated that a plan had been developed?
A That's correct.
Q What happened to i1t? Has it been put in print?
B Well, from what I have been told by the County

Director, the first 200 coples or so that came off the presses
were taken elsewhere, We are waiting for the second printing

or third printing or whatever.

Q Where 4id he tell you they were taken?

A I understand the State office of Clvil Defense
apparently took some, and I'm sure othrer agencles.

Q Any other place that you're av re of or that you

were told that they were taken?




A No.

B You're saying that finally the County has a plan
maybe, but it's never been given to the communities who are
involved in an evacuation if an evacuation was necessary, but
rather was taken by the State office?

A That's correct, Apparently it's more apparent that
somebody else sees the plan than the County government, the
County municipalities,

REPRESENTATIVE GEESEY: Thank you, No further

questions.

1

t
|

|
r

CHAIRMAN WRIGHT: We have time for one more gquestion.

Any questions down there?

BY CHAIRMAN WRIGHT:

|

|
Y
7
\
|
|
|

o If I understand you correctl:, there was no plan in
your possession prior ., the acecident?
A Only a {ive-mile plan waa ir our possession, a five-

mile plan that we weren't even going iy, the County wasn't even

going by. It was a plan that called 'cr evacuation to the
Fishing Creek School.

Well, as things turned out during the emergency,
York County Bmergency Operations Center talked of goling to
Central High School, a school that w: never even heard of
during any previous plan. They were telling us to take our

pregnant women and children to Central High School, I

!
|
|
|
|
|
|

;
!
!
1
|
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questioned where d4id Central High School come into this thing?
Q Where 15 that relative to here?

A In York somewhere,
Q How many miles?
A Eighteen, twenty.
REPRESENTATIVE GEFSEY: It's not that far, It's

about 12,
CHAIRMAN WRIGHT: We thank you very much.
MR, HAMSHER: Thank you,

CHAIRMAN WRIGHT: DBruce Smith, Chairman, Newberry
Townshlp Supervisors,

MR, SMITH: I want to be sure that I can be heard. |
I was sitting in the back of the room, and I couldn't hear, |
Can you hear me in the back of the room?

CHAIRMAN WRIGHT: Okay.

MR, SMITH: I am Chairman of the Newberry Township
Board of Supervisors, Newberry 1s a community of 8,500

residents here in York County. Newberry completely surrounds |
1
Goldsboro, In fact, al roads into Goldsboro must pass through

Newbarry Township.
Like many other elected officials, I dld not evacuate

|
during the crisis so my remarks and observations are as a

|
direct result of my experience,
|

Approximately 50 percent of the residents of Newberr¥

Township did evacuate durin ‘he erisis, and 90 percent of the;
}

-
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residents in my development, which 1s two and a half miles

from TMI, evacuated.,

The citizens of my community have suffered financialiy

and mentally through the flasco of Three Mile Island, They
stand to lose more financially and suffer more mental anguish

depending upon the recommendations of this commission, But,

no matter what your findings, no matter what your recommendations,

no maktter whether the nuclear reactors are re-activated, all
of the residents living within the five-mile radius have four
glgantic, permanent reminders of Three Mile Island.

These four reminders dominate the five-mile radius
area of Three Mile Island Just as the skysecrapers dominate
the New York City skyline, The difference, of course, is the
psycholopgy accompanying the effect of seeing the towers,
These constant reminders of the accident also constantly
remind residents of the five-mile area of radiation, MNet Ed,
NRC, evacuation and, in some cases, panic,

The size and proximity of these four towers also
explains why the distance from the tcwer means so much in an
obJective or emotional opinion about Three Mile Island,

For t e sake of brevity I have narrowed my problems
with T™I to four basic areas, one for 2ach of the towers:

First, poor communication, The first elements of
distrust formed in the manner in which the news of the first

release of radiocactivity was spread throughoul the area, I

|

|

]
|
!
i
i
i
1
e

l
|

SR, —
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was ¢alled to the office of the high school where I teach at
10:30 A M, and informed on the phone by two Harrisburg
reporters that there was a release of radiocactivity at Three |
Mile Island, I called our police department for confirmation |
and learned that a Met Ed truck crew was indeed measuring
radioactivity on Wissler Road in Newberry Township., During
the entire period of the crisis, the only way to learn what

was happeningz at Three Mile Island and the Central Pennsylvania

area was to watch the 6:00 news or buy a newspaper, 1 can
understand this for the rest of the world, but not for the
municipalities next to TMI, |
Second, the evacuation plan, PFrom the moment of the
first radloactive release, the evacuation plan was not tollowed.
In our case, perhaps, the real reason the plans were not ;
followed %o the letter is the fact that the evacuation point i
for Newberry Township was Fishing Creek Elementary School,
which was evacuated on Friday, March 30. I have attached a

copy of the evacuation plan and a newspaper article to

substantiate my allegation, In the newspaper article the
director of York County Clivil Defense, Leo Jackson, told the |
newspaper reporter that had he known the truth at an earlier
time, he wuld have initiated phase one of the evacuation
plan. Phase one calls for all residents to stay indoors

because of a release of radioactivity into the atmosphere,

Phase one would have kept our school-age children indoors on
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Wedneaday morning. Instead, Goldsboro, Fairview and Newberry

Township children were outside waiting for school buses on
Wednesday merning and PFriday morning whenradloactivity was
definitely in the atmosphere,

My third problem area 1s the insurance payments for |
those who evacuated following the Governor's recommendations, !
To draw a parallel, each of you lives close to some landmark, !

Now can you tell me exactly how far you live from that landmark?
|

!

It it's five and one~-quarter miles and not five miles, that

|

spells the differencs between being paid and not belng paid.
Would you bother to measure if you had already been rrightened'
by conflicting news releases? Now let's add another unknown, |

|
the age of your children, Would you stay for your seven year }
old and evacuate if he were a year or two younger? Now make {
your decision when you're at home alone and your husband can't

|
|
|

even call you from Harrisburg because all the telephone lines
are Jjammed,

The final rip-off for Newberry Township residents f
occurred after the accident when NRC brought the body scan :
machine to Middletown., Not only did residents of this arca i
have to drive 20 miles to Middletown for a body scan, townshipz
and Goldsboro residents were not even eligible for body scansg
until I personally complained to DER., After much ado, |

!

Newberry Township residents could call long distance, at thelir

own expense, to arrange an appointment., Then township

R




17

residents could drive, at their own expense, all the way to

Middletown., Then the final insult, long lines at the body scan
machine. At a public meeting in Newberry Township, Mr. Gerusky
of DER stated that the biggest mistake he made was the body

scan agreement with NRC,

Four towers, four rip-offs for Newberry Township,

T™he Washington reporter who wrote about the meltdown of trust

knew the minds of many residents who live within the five-mile
radius, We trusted both Met Ed and the NRC before March 28th.
The trust has been destroyed and there are four permanent,
gigantic, towering reminders of our lost faith, We thank Cod
that no meltdown occurred within the reactor, but not even God
can restore the meltdown of trust that has occurred in |
Newberry Township and Central Pennsylvania,

m™so of the four problems can be corrected by thils

|
Committee, improved communications and improved evacuation i

plan, Representative Gene Geesey worked with Newberry wanshld

t
during the crisis and knows very well the ridiculous plan and |

|
T destination now in effect for our residents, It seems to me E

that the fallacy inherent in the pr«sent evacuatlion plan is
that no thought 1s given to which way the wind is blowing.

is blowing down river, Effective, realistic evacuatlon plans

|
| Wo way will our r ‘idents evacuate to the south 1if the wind i
|

are a must for every community near a nuclear power plant,

Never again should a municipality experience the uncertainty,

L ._ N b
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the frastrations nor the fears of Three Mile Island,.

The meltdown of trust toward Met Ed and NRC can only
be alleviated through a slow process of communication and
cooperation between local residents and responsible officials,
An effective tool in building process of mutual trust could
be implemented through the recommendations of this commission.
Local resiuents need wore than one night of speeches, They
need and desire to serve thelr own local communitlies through
volunteer service, They want measuring devices to check on
Met Ed, DER and NRC, This committee could recommend the
purchase of radlological equipment by the State, and provide
funde and training for the individuals willing to be schooled
in reading radiation instruments, Trust could be rebuilt in
the community.

Secondly, involve local residents in making decision
about evacuation plans., Don't assign a bureaucrat in York
with the responsibility of planning Newberry's evacuation
without even checking with Newberry, We know our roads, our
people and our problems, Give our people a chance to be
involved with the decisions that affect their llves,

My third and final request is that this Committee
not allow politics or economics to interfere with the public
safety of the cltizens of Newberry Township.

That concludes my remarks, gentlemen,

CHAIRMAN WRIGHT: Thank you, Mr. Smith,

|

B e e
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BY CHAIRMAN WRIGKT:

- How many residents of Newberry Township took advantag
or were allowed to take advantage of the body 3can?

- I have no idea, sir. 1 know that the initial reportd
in the newspapers sald that it was only for residents of the
east shore., Therefore, if Newberry Township and Goldsboro

e

residents called, they weren't eligible at first. Then after ’

our meeting and my complaints, there was an article in the i

newspaper that west shore residents, that being us, could
qualify. And my remarks were about one person very, very
concerned and wanted a body scan very badly. And she went

through all that plus the long lines and never got the body

scan.,

@ You stated that Mr, Gerusky of DER stated that the

blggest mistake he rade was the body scan agreement with NRC.
Can you elaborate on that? I have not heard that one before.
A He stated that at a public meeting at Newberry

Elementary School, As I recall it, he said his problem with
that was that NRC came in and sald we have these body scan
machines and you can take all the credit for it. And whenever
there was a problem, NRC called DER and turned it over to them,
I belleve that's about his words,

Mickey, is that about right?

MR, MINNICH: Yes, as 1 recollect,

|

MR, OMITH: That's about what he saild, in synopsis,
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Whenever there was a problem, they called DER; and they wanted

to get the credit when everything was going well. I think it

would be valuable for you to question Mr, Gerusky on that,
CHAIRMAN WRIGHI: Ivan?

BY REPRESENTATIVE ITXIN:

- One question. I Jjust want to ask on page four of
your testimony you make the statement trust could be rebuilt
in the community. Could you expand on that in a statement?

A I'm sure you're aware that there are a number of
people who are psychologically upset by the incldent, and one i
of the things which occurred 1s that the people in Newberry
Township that have been active with the Three Mile Island crisis

recelve phone calls whenever there 1s a lot of activity, when-

|
|

ever the hellcopters are in, If there were meas:. ing devices
local residents had, I think there would be more . 'ust if
somebody said we're getting nothing but the regular background |
reading, Now that specifically is what I meant. I'm not sure
if you follow me,

o It seems the drift of your statement 1s one of
optimism that provided some reasonable conditions are met in
support of monitoring, that the residents of your effected
area would be inclined to not necessarily object to having a
. nuclear power generator statlion continue to operatc at Three

Mile Island.

A I didn't say that, sir. What I meant was, and I'm
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Bure that you're aware that -- as I understand it -- I'm an

English teacher, I1I'm not a science teacher. As I understand

it, 1t's not in what 13 known as cold shutdown., As I under-
stand 1t from other people, there is still danger involved
with 1t., 5o we are stlll getting phone calls from people who

|
l
are concernad. I don't know if the trust could ever be rebullé
enough for a nuclear reactor to be reactivated., I was very I
concerned -- I was pleased when Mr, DeCamp met with Newberry '
Township people and we tried to get across to him ouyr concerns |
and the concerns of recidents psychologically about nuclear i
power, 1 was very much disturbed when I saw a week later when

i
|

he sald they're going to activate 1t again in Aug:st., And I'm
sure that you are aware also that the Harrisburg newspaper ‘
had a strong editorial yesterday saying it should not be done.%
I'm disappointed that Mr. DeCamp forgot that quickly our |
concerns, %
Q The only concern I have reading $he statement if you |
take a negative position in respect to bringing either unit
one or unit two back on line, then all intentions of posaessiod
of sophisticated monitoring equipment or having a well-defined
evacuation plan in case of a nuclear accident becomes moot
bacause you don't have a nuclear plant actively producing
power, I have a problem here, If the community is willing
to accept or willing to allow certain conditions, then I can

see your thesls here, But to give you radiological equipment i

= ————————————————————————— e ———————————— i e et
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and to concern ocurselves about evacuation plans .o Newberry
Township and then keep TMI shut down, you know, econtinuously
doesn't make sense to me,

A 1 follow you completely., And I think if you would
think of it from our angle, a numcer of -- and I'm speaking
as an individual -- I would prefer that it be shut down, that
we wouldn't need any of this, But I'm not sure that you all
and the NRC and all the responsible individuals will agree,
So I'm covering all the bases, because no way should it be

reactivated unless you take all of these precautions. And

furthermore, I think, and it should Le well apparent to all of |

you, whan you look on the evacuation plan and you know that
when we met with Gene during the crisis, and we're talking
about a 20-miles evacuation plan, that takes in Harrisburg.
I think there was a lot of 1ll-conceived planning when they
allowed this nuclear power plant to be built here this close
to Harrisburg and this close to New Cumberland and this c¢lose
to Machanicsburg.

CHAIRMAN WRIGHT: Thank you, Mr. Smith,

F{ REPRESENTATIVE GEESEY:
Q Bruce, at any point in time did any County offlcial
from the CD Director's [fice or any other County official

visit Newberry Township to find out what the problems were?

i

A To my knowledge, I naver saw anybody from the County;

i
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Q No one was here from the County level to find out
firsthand what was happening, to your knowledge? i
A No, sir. To my knowledge, the day you went down

|

with Township officlals to York and the day that they called --

l
and I don't know -- I couldn't hear Denny, But did he tell |

you they called all the York County officials to the County
Ceourthouse Sunday morning, and they gave us evacuation plars

that Denny mentioned, And they said you are not allowed to

release these, to distribute these, You cannot give the

destination to the pecple. And yoi have got all of these

elacted officlals, and you knew very well it wasn't going to ;

be followaed, It vas the most ridiculous thing I have ever |

seen as an elected official, And the predictable happened,

Everybody started distributing them without permission,
REPRESENTATIVE GEESEY: As well they should have,
CHAIRMAN WRIGHT: Mr, Arthur Shaffer.

(At this point the audience applauded,)

CHATRMAN WRIGHT: Mr. Arthur Shaffer.

MR, SHAFFER: With me 1s William Collins, Chief of
Police of PFairview Township.

This 1s the testimony of Arthur L, Shaffer, Sr,, :
Chairman, Board of Supervisors, Fairview Townshlp, York County}
Pennsylvania, related to the nuclear accident at Three Mile |

Island, Middletown, PA, which cccurred approximately March 28,

|
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1979.

Although I was aware of the accident from earlier news
broadeas:~, Fairview Township was not fully aware of the incide%t
nor the magnitude of it until 9:45 A ,M,, Priday, March 30, 197§.
Volunteer Fire Chief/Pennsylvania Emergency Management
Administration Director Kenneth Rodgers had received notiticatﬂon
from York County Control to take cover with a five-mlle radiusi
of Three Mile Island,

At 9:50 A,M, a call to the State Pclice Barracks at |
York was made, and they advised therm was no take cover order.
At 10:05 AM, the State Police called back and advis~d there
was a take cover order, The police and fire departments then
began noﬁirication to the residents,

Our Zoning Officer made a determination of the five-
mile radius by marking an approximate location of TMI in the
margin of a township map and using a ruler came up with the
radius, We subsequently learnsd after the incident that we
were approximately one mile too far.

On Priday, March 30, 1979, after weighing all the
conflicting information and not being able to find an
authoritative source, a meeting was held with the West Shore

School District authorities sometime in the late morning, and

it was decided to evacuate Fishing Creek and Newb;rry Elementary

Schools and Red Land High School, |

Approximately half of the children had already been

S |
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taken out of the schools by their parents, and we felt rather
than sending them home to a probable empty house and telling

them to stay indoors, 1t was better to try to retain some kindl

of control over them, The Northern School District in Dillabuﬂg

was kind enough to offer their facilities for this, and that 1ia

where the children were transported., The last child was plcked

up at approximately 6:00 P,M, Friday night.
During our normal mail delivery which came around
noon on March 30, 1979, we received the County's confidentlal
emergency evacuation plan, It stated the people to be evacuatéd
would be moved to Fishing Creek Elementary School and an |
evacuation center would be established at Red Land High Schoolﬁ
Lata PFriday afternoon we assigned a police officer t&
York County Control to stay there to obtain any information i

that might be beneficlal to our township. We were very upset

bescause of the lack of information and conflicting information

l
we wars receiving and felt this officer may have been able to i
relay some accurate information, This was not the case, As !
we later learned no one had any accurate information. g

On Saturday morning a contingent of Fairview Tcwnshiﬁ
officlals went to York County and met with Leslle Jackson, Yor%
County Pennsylvania Emergency Management Admlnistration 1
Director, and Robert Stiemmel, Central Pennsylvania Reglonal |
Director -- and I'd 1ike to use the word Civil Defense Direeto%.

|

1 think everybody understands it much better -- to determine

|

—_— O — —— — P |
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what plans had been made for evacuating Pairview Township,.

From the news accounts, it appeared there may be an evacuation.
of either a five-, ten- or 20-mile radius. The CD people were
not sure, and we suggested that we take all the munieipalities!
north of the Conewago Creek and move them to Gettysburg, ‘
had made contact with some officials in Gettysburg and were ;
reasonably assured that we could evacuate to Gettysburg Collegé.
Leaving the courthouse at 10:00 A,M,, we scheduled E
a meeting for 12:30 P,M. with the above-mentionsd municipal- E
itlies 1in the PFalrview Township Bullding. We began the meeting;

at 12:45 P.M, with 46 people in attendance representing 15 i

Jurisdictions, We asked for suggestions from anyone present |
and explained that York/Central Pennsylvania Regional CD had %
ziven us permission and thankad us for taking "half the Count)j
off thelr hands" to go to Gettysburg College, E

[

We were gearing up for this move if needed when York

called and stated we were not allowed to evacuate to Gettyaburé
College., We were to attend a meeting at 3:00 P.M. in the %
courthouse with the Commissioners, E

We informed the people present of this and scheduledf
another meeting for 7:00 P,M. to inform them of what we learned.
On arrival at the courthouse, we were told by Mr. Jackson that
we could not go to Gettysburg, and he was not at liberty to

tell us where we were to go., Representative Geesey was the

only one allowed to speak to the Commissioners,
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I subsequently broke into the meeting because of my

concern and responsibility for Fairview Township, The eventual)
outcome of this meeting was the County was going to tell us i
where our residents were to go regardless of what the Township i
thought, It was brought to the attention of the Commlissioners ;
that by traveling south on I-83 we would come within four miles!
|
|

of TMI, and there were very few of our residents within this

four-mile radius. The majority of our people are between a five-

and ten-mile radius. ’
We were later told we would go to the Brogue area -- é

our chief of police had to loock that up on the map, as he had

no idea shere Brosue was -~ but were given no copy of the plan.F

The Police Commissioner of York City and a National %
Guard Major, besides the County people, were the only ones
who had copies of the plan on Saturday. It appeared the County:
was only concerned with the City of York rather than the out-
lying closer to THMI communities, We were also ordered by the

County not to divulge the location of the evacuation area,

There was no reason given “or this, 3

We then cancelled the 7:00 P.M. meeting because there
was nothing to tell. |

The elected officlals of the various municipalities
in York County were called to a meeting Sunday morning at

|
x
]
I
the courthouie. We then received the plan, All persons 1n !
Fairview Township residing east of I-83 would go to the Brogue?

|
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area, while all persons residing west of I-83 would go to
Spring Grove., This plan practically split the township in

half. Agaln we were chastised about not revealing this plan
to the public,

We returned to the township and decided to print a
notice informing our residents of the evacuation areas and
gsome other pertinent information relating to the crisis, We E
asked for volunteers from our commnity to pass this 1nformat1én
sheet out, and with few exceptions, everyone asked responded,
Every home in the townsnip had a notice by 10:00 P.M. Sunday
night, |

We decided to announce the locations because of all
the mis-information that had been circulating, and we felt

the people had a right to know, To our knowledge some other

municipalities also announced the evacuation locations, but th*s
d1d not influence our declsion, i
There appeared to be no agency, either public or !
private, that had any credibility left; and we wanted to i
retain what we had left, During the above times, 1t appeared
that approximately half of our residents had evacuated on
thelr own. Ve assume that they did this more out of the fear |
of the unknown rather than for any specific reason. f
Alsc during this time we began gearing up and !
located persons who had no transportation and non-ambulatory ‘

parsons so we could evacuate them when and if the order came,
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We also told anyone contacting us that if they were uncomfort-
able with the situatlion and they would feel better, to evacuate.

As a result of this accident, PFairview Townohip

incurred additional expenses of $2,656.87, These monies were |
devoted exclusively to the TMI incident. Our local taxpayers !
are responsible for this expenditure, and we had no control !
or voice in this, E

York County has instituted a revised evacuation plan,
This plan is substantially the same, and our consticuents |

still must go to Spring Grove or the Brogue area. Located

within the township 1s Exit 18 (Harrisburg West Shore) of the |
Pennsylvania Turnpike, As of this date, there has been no
discussion of the use of the limited-access high speed highway
for the speedy dispersal of our residents.

CHAIRMAN WRIGHT: Thank you., Has anybody ever
offered an explanation subsequent to why you're not getting

any explanations?

MR, SHAFFER: Not to me personally, no.

BY REPRESENTATIVE GEESEY: ,

Q Artie, there's one thing that I think the Committee
ought to know, axd that 1s what kind of roads would the people |
of Northern York County be forced to evacuate on if they |
followed the evacuation plan set forth by the County Offlicer, }
|

A If they would follow the one set forth by the County,

!
|
i
|
|




they would -- part of them could use Interrcate 83, It even

was discussed that they would make it four way, all going

scuth, Certainly I wouldn't want to be myself on the south-
bound lanes, The outlying areas when they would start coming
into the area of York, I think it would be Jjust terrible, It |
would be tied up in York, period. |
‘ Q It would be a two-lane country road golng through |
a bunch of small towns?

,

| A After you would leave Interstate 83, you would have

a two-lane highway., Then 1t would be going through a lot of %
municipalities, It would be very, very dangerous, It would |
be the worst thing that could possibly happen. |

Q Were there any kinds of medical facilities avallable
at the svacuation points? Were there hospitals? Was there

anything of that type avallable?

' A Mr., Geesey, are you referring to the County's plan?
Q The County's plan,

{ A There ware supposed to be, but it was set up in the

achools, and this would not be the appropriate way to do 1t

for an evacuation, ;
REPRESENTATIVE GBESEY: I have no fuvther gquestions, |
UNIDENTIPIED SPEAKSR: If I might respond to that,

Gene, the only emergency facllities were set up for hospltals |
|
in Hanover, and all medical emergencies would be taken to 1

l
|
| Hanover and the other non-medical emergencies would apparently
| |

L - S Saaciaossniont RN
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be taken care of in the evacuation centers in Brogue and

Spring Grove, |
i
BY REPRESENTATIVE GEESEY: r

!

Q Why was Gettysbhurg originally selected? What was one

of the reasons for Gettysburg?

“ Mr, Geesey, the number one reason is your prevalling
winds are out of the west, and you have good highway going
west going to Gettysburg., Even people that would be leaving
from this area here, the minute they started their car they
would be going away from it., They wouldn't be coming ¢loser,
Any kind of field expedience would evacuate to the west,

@ But 1t also had a hospital?

A There was a hospital, yes, in Gettysbhurg. ;

« And also thay knew where it was,

CHAIRNAN WRIGHT: Representative Cohen,

BY REPRESENTATIVE COHEN:

i~ Did you have any contact with TMI before this incident?
No, not really. |

Was there any contact with TVI in Fairview Township?

Prior to this? |

Prior to this, yes,.
Not really.

Has there been any contact since?

No.

» o >» O > O »
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REPRESENTATIVE COHEN: No further questions,
CHAIRMAN WRIGHT: Bob Hollis,

BY MR, HOLLIS:

Q 1 have one question, Since the plans have been
published, and we're talking about the County plan, has there
been any readings among the local officials and the County

officials besides that thing where it's a workable plan now?

~ There has been none with the local munieipalities,

! and I can only speak for PFairview Township. I cannot speak

% for the other ones, But I would 1like to inform you at this

; time that Pairview Township is working on a plan for
evacuation. It may not be approved, but we're trying to work
a plan,

~ But there's been no meetings as far as you know

" I think there has been one meeting with the police
for evacuation, traffic control.

MR, COLLINS: York County Police Chiefs met shortly
after the incident, and we dilscussed a plan, a County plan,
as .o have no authority to go against the County plan.

REPRESENTATIVE COHEN: What I'm talking about now
i1s in the past couple weeks.

MR, SHAFFER: Oh, no, sir.

CHAIRMAN WRIGHT: Thank you., Our next witness is

betwen the County and Local elected officials in the townships?

|
i

|
|
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Dr, Jacob Wentzel, Superintendent, ¥est Shore School District,

DR, WENTZEL: Mr, Chairman, members of the Select
Committee, I appreciate this opportunity to give you some idea
of some of the problems we exparienced as a school district
during the crisis, I am going to enumerate a number of
problems and try to indicate perhaps some ways in which we
could have dealt with them better,

I think our first and primary problem was the fact

|
i
|
|
|
|
|
{

I
|
|
|
{
|
{

that the public, and, of course, we, included as professionals

in the school district, are largely uninformed of the possible'

dangers of a nuclear plant accident of the kind we experienced.

}

Many of us in the schools that had some experience back in the

'50's with the nuclear evacuation due to possible nuvelear

warfare, We had some idea of how to go about things in that

!
|
{
|

sense, Of cours=, in this particular accldent we were dealing

with a very different situation., We knew about radiation to
some degree, We knew there were different types., We knew it
had different panetration, We were very curious about the
orders to stay indoors because we realized that certain types
of radiation, of course, are not staid very much by typlcal
school construction,

Meltdown was a new term to us, and 1'm sure to the
public, generally, We had no idea of whether danger was
increasing or whether danger was decreasing.

The particular problem we expe. .enced due to the

|
!
!
|
|
|
’
|
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fact that we, as those responsible for the system and the
¢hildren which we housed at that time as well as the general

public, the main problem we experienced, of course, was the
usual kind of reaction tc people who don't know what's going

on, Our schools were rapidly, of course, approached by

|
|
1
|
parents concerned about their children. I think Mr, Shaffer ‘
has Just indicated that about hilf of our youngsters had been i
removed from the schools by noon, That's true, We had a s
great number of parents who, of course, followed usual %
procedures and reported to the office and that sort of thing. :
We had other parents, of course, who experienced some degree i
of panic, entered our schools and literally Jerked youngsters |
out of the classrooms, You can imagine the situation that

was created by some of that,

!
|
|
|

Our phone systems, of course, were Jjammed, That, f

|

{

I suppose,/ééandard procedure, We really had no idea in termsl
of what we should do about the school, keep them open or close&
The informa‘ .on we were getting was conflicting. Wei
Just didn't know what declsions to make because we simply !
didn't have the facts, and that's my point. In the future I |
would hope that the facts would be made available so that we
did know what we were dealingz with and how to react to it.
Of course, we realized that this particular kind ~f accident
now we would know a great deal more about how to dea. ..th it

Many weeks later, for instance, I read in the news-

|
|
|
%
|
|
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papers that there had been previous meltdowns on a limited
scale, so certainly there was some informatlion available about
them, but we didn't know what they were or what we could
expect,

The second point I would like to make 15 that the
lin2s of authority for emergency situations such as this were
really not established, As you would recopgnize, of course,

we operate at the direction of our Board of Directors under

law, and in their absence, of course, in an emergency situation

like this there was no way to convene a Board and obtain any
direction in that sense, The direction of the schools would
fall to the staff, We did receive one communication to my
knowledge from the Intermediate Unit, which was originated
from the Pennsylvania Department of Education through a tele-
type system which they have at all the IU's, This came at
about 12:50 on Friday, the day of the most problems, And the
direction was that we were to take the children out of those
schools which were within five miles of TMI, and we were to
take them home, Of course, that created all kinds of prcblems
for us, We wereiearing other kinds of information on the
radlo saying keep everybody indoors, We were also concerned
about who would be at home,

¥We do have emergency procedures where familles who
know they are not going to be home have designated emergency

families, but 1t was hardly a usual situation, and we were

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
!
!




Just very uneasy about releasing children to homes, And, 1in

fazt, being home alone for a young child Iin that kind of a

situation we felt would be very bad. Again on the question of

lines of authority, the Civil Defense organization certalnly

was not very c¢lear in our minds, The West Shore School
‘strict happens to span two counties; and, therefore, we

generally communicated with York and Cumberland Civil Defence

people., We consist of eight municipalities, and we were
hearing from some of them, not from all of them but certainly
from Pailrview, as you've Just heard, from Goldsboro and othersl
We were curious in terms of what the Civil Defense organization
legally had the autliority to shut us down, We subseguently
were informed that 1f the local municipal where government i
authoritiesdaclared an emergency that, in fact, Civil Defense |
officials could close us down,

That creates a problem for us with eight munlcipal-
ities, We at one point heard from the Civil Defense people

that we weve supposed to put our buses on standby, bring out

our drivers and, i» fact, stand ready to evacuate the people
from Dauphin County, which gave us all kinds of problems E
because we feel our comnitment, of course, close to home, S

We did hear, also, from, as 1 say, several of our %
municipalities, of which there are eight, some from the electe1
officials, some from the employees, the police chiefs, and j

fire chiefs, W¥We were really being pulled in all directions
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and trying to cover all bases at that particuvlar time, I
would certainly recommend that the plans now belng established

really do eatablisnh elear lines of authority in the event of
emergencles of a similar rature, and those lines of authority
should, of course, cover the schools, which have some
responsibility in the whole thing.

The third point I have perhaps touched on already,
and I am sure you have heard of before, and that 1s communica-

tions were very difficult, The commercial phone system was

largely Jammed, We do have in our office and have had for

quite a time a hookup with the Cumberland County Emergency

Radic Network, Interestingly enough, that network was of no [
value in that no significant messages were recorded over it. t
Our measages from Cumberland County Civil Defense were recelved
by phone generally from the Civil Defense Director of the |
County, The public radlo certainly was of scme value, and we |

were particularly pleased with the fact that the Governor

hiasell reported because credibility, of course, was a very

critical factor at that point and it was very re-assuring to |

|
hear the voice of the Governor himself. We Jjust this year

installed radios in half our buses, and we found some additiondl

|

uses for that system in that it became very invaluable for i
I
internal communications, and in subsequent emergencies we {
i

would be able to react much better by placing buses with our

radios at schools and thereby establishing radio communicationq

e —— —— 4
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with all of our schools, Certainly it was a great deal of
conflicting information and, again, this goes back to the
lines of authority., Depending on whom we heard from, the
message was different, We Just had to make some Judgments
on our own,

We were largely told to keep children indoors and
at the same time to send them home, I think there 1s a
definite need for looking at the present emergency radilo
systam and, in fact, using it in time of emergency rather
than -- I never did understand why it wasn't used,

We did recelve some messages, but not significant
ones,

A fourth point is that the role of the schools has

not been defined, to my knowledge, in an emergency situation,

We have, of course, given our consent whenever asked by Coun
or Local municipal Civil Defense organizations, we have glve
our consent readily to make our buildings available for use
as evacuation contars, We have done that during the Agnes
and Eloise floods, We're very happy to do that, We had no

idea in this particular instance that two of our buildings

had been designated as collection points for further evacuatioﬁs.

Ly

n

Now that was a concept that perhaps I had not understood. We

had allocated two of our bulldings in the event of a THl
emergency, but we didn't realize they were simply welgh

stations, Of course, we were to bLe set upon by people saying

|
]
|
‘
i
|
|
|
1
|
|

|
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why are you going to evacuate people to those buildings, most
of which Just within a few miles of the plant itself? We had
no idea of the use of our buses for =svacuation, although I
supposedly could have surmised that, There arc a numver of
logistica problems, as you would expect, in making a fleet

of buses available, We happen to have 50, Bus drivers drive
as segond income as a rule, They have primary Jobs, They are
not readlly available, S0 we were able tc mobilize 25 and to
keep them available at all times, OQur teaching staff agreed
to help us out on the off hours; and, of course, we were very
pleased to receive that promise,

We also again were caught in the gquestion of
allocating our bus fleet to the various municipalities, so we
had a number of requests of the boroughs and townships in
Cumberland County particularly asked for certain numbers of
buses, We were rather confusad in terms of how we could meet
all of the requests, The Civ!il Defense plan, which was
developsd 1n Cumberland County, was hastily drawn and was on
a municlpal basis, Therefore, we find ourselves aga.n trying
to communicate with eight different entities,

We recognized that our first responsibility, of
c¢ourse, that school 1s in session to transport our children
either to home or to a safe location, in fact, the parents

don't have to be home, So again I would recommend in that

sense that the emergency plans now being developed and retined3

i
|
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would, in fact, define school district responsiblility very
carefully. We would like to be involved, We have been

involved in ths Cumberland County planning since then, We

have not been involved Zn any York County pleaning at this

point, We certainly recognize our responsibility first to our
students, and beyond that to the extent that we are able to
our citizens, we stand ready to make our buildings avallable

as shelters and, of course, make our buses avallable for any

transportation that we can provide.

These are some of the problems we experienced, and f
we look forward to wa king with the Civil Defense organization;,
municipal organizations in the future so we are betfler prepared.

CHAIRMAN WRIGHT: Representative Foster,

i
BY REPRESENTATIVA FOSTER: |

- Just one gquestion, Dr, Wentzel. Would you concur |
with the previous testimony from Mr. Shaffer concerning

evacuation routes to Brogue area?

A I wouldn't really presume to have any expertise

|

|

about that, I personally do not know where Brogue is.

Q Of course that's part of the problem, and as I was i
and Reveline {phonetic), and we have difficulty enough there
in morning and evening traffic. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN WRIGHT: Representative DBrandt,
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BY REPRESENTATIVE BRANDT:
B Dr,. Wentzel, according to Mr, Shaffer's testimony,

your decision to keep the children in school on Priday, you ;
decided around noon to keep the chlildren there the rest of

1

the day? |
A Yes, that's correct., That was a continuing conoern,!

but -- 3
- And that decision was drawn -- that conclusion was i

made between you and township officials?

A No, I think the decision to retain the youngsters
was ours, was a staff decision,

%, School district and city?

A Yes,

< Was there any input in that decision from the
Departaent of Education or the Civil Defense?

A Well, as I indicated, at 12:50 we did receive word
from the Department through the Intermedliate Unit that, in
fact, we were to send those children home from schools within
five miles,

- Is there somebody in your district that is within
three miles?

A Yes, At that time, as Mr, Shaffer indicated, we

felt we had three schools within a five-mile reglon. It turns

out we have only one, The rest are outside,

Q But the final decision to keep the children in 1

———— . - —_—
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school was with the administration of the schools?

A That's correct.

Q And one other question., You kept school through
Priday, Then when did you re-open your sechool the following
waek?

A We re-opened on Wednesday.

Q You re-opened on Wednesday, the full district?

A No, the Newberry School, which is within five miles, |

did not open until the previous week, Tuesday of the previous
week -- excuse me, the following week, So we opened except
for Newberry,

- Then Nawberry 1s the closest school to TMI?

A That's correct.

v How long was that closed?

A That was closed for six days.

Q And I didn't quite get what you were saying about --
your input into any type of an emergency evacuation plan, Do
you, as a school district, have any input into that plan at
this time?

A At thls time?

) Yes,

A We've been involved in Cumberland. We have not been
involved or invited to participate in any York County plan,

Q Does your school district overlap in two counties?

A Yes, 1t does,
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——————

REPRESENTATIVE BRANDT: Thank you.
CHAIRMAN WRIGHT: Representative Cohen.

BY REPRESENTATIVE COHEN:
“ Has there been any decline in enrollment since the
T™I incident?

A T don't know how we'd measure that, When we opened,

of course, we were running 60, 70 percent for a few days.

Q And is it up around 100 percent now?

A Attendance came back up, I'd say, within five days |

to normal level,
REPRESENTATIVE COHEN: Okay. No more questions. |

CHAIRMAN WRIGHT: Representative Geesey.

BY REPRESENTATIVE GEESEY: |
(e Jake, who told you to keep your buses on standby E

for Dauphin County? |
A That came out of the Cumberland County Civil Defensei
office, the Director there. %
CHAIRMAN WRIGHT: For Dauphlin County? ;
REPRESENTATIVE GEESEX: For Dauphin Caunty,. i

DR. WENTZEL: Tom Glosser, Cumberland County Civil |

Defense, called and asked us to do that,

BY REPRESENTATIVE GEESEY:

- But he understood that Western District encompassed

a great geographical area within the five- and ten-mile ranse?i

—— _—



44
|
A I don't know that, Gene,
CHAIRMAN WRIGHT: Bob,
BY MR, HOLLIS:
Q One question., How is your planning now going with

the Cumberland County Emergency people as far as coordinating
the evacuation and -- you mentioned your staff meeting in
Cumberland County. You are not meeting in York?

A That's correct.

Q Is it meaningful discussions with Cumberland County,

that they are accepting your comments and --
A There's only been one preliminary meeting, Bob, and
I d'd not attend that meeting. |
¢ So it's your staff? |
A Yes,
CHAIRMAN WRIGHT: Representative Schmitt.

BY REPRESENTATIVE SCHMITT:

- Being Jjust commercial for the moment and changing

the subject to at least something which I'm familiar with,
|

Can you reflect to me or to this Committee what reaction there

has been insofar as the real estate values in the community
are concerned? I think Gene would be interested 1n that, too,

|
|
A I suppose -- again, I really have no knowledge of |
that, I've heard both sides, people are moving out because ofg
it and real estate people with whom I'm assoclated tell me thaé
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it doesn't seem to make any difference, I really have no
knowledge,

Q I saw a report of it in the paper, and it stumped

me because, in my opinion, something like this would cause
what we call economic depression on the value of property.

Here we have a situation where I think you suffer financlally

as a result of this, at the same time you expect somebody to

pick up the burden of their losses which, to me, 1s preposterous.

|
The question of real estate values has a direct bearing on |
|

what has been caused economically as a result of this threat,
annually over a period,

CHAIRMAN WRIGHT: Representative Itkin, ?

|

BY REPRESENTATIVE ITKIN:

. During the time of using the school buses %o evacuate

or parents picking up the children, was there detectable

‘
radiation, to the best of your knowledge, in your effected |
|

area? :
{
A To { .- best of my knuwledge, there was never detect-|

{

|
able radiation. ;
*) Do the school bus drivers or the personnel used to f

transport the students have any plan how to handle the
students in the transport process to avoild radliation?
4 To avoid certain areas or =-=- ho,

Q Not necessarily =-- in the route to be taken, but

also the best protection of the students. For example, were |
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they allowed to go in a school bus and open the windows? Were

they allowed to mingle freely within the confines of the
vehicle? Or were they given any instructions to protect them :
to the best ability possible to prevent them from getting the i
least amount of radlation possible? l

A To my knowledge, sir, there were no instructions !
to drivers on that acecount, |

o And to the best of your knowledge there 1s no |
suggested guidelines to be followed in that regard?

A No.

CHAIRMAN WRIGHT: We thank you, sir, and we will

now take a short five-minute break.

(The hearing recessed at 8:15 P,M, and reconvened

at 8:20 P.M,) i
1

CHAIRMAN WRIGHT: Our next witness is Mickey Hinnichi

Chairman, TMI Steering Committee Concerned Citizens, You have}
ten minutes for your presentation, |
MR, MINNICH: I think I'll probably have to shout |

because of the train and the bad acoustics, My name is Mickcy:
Minnich; and, basically, gentlemen, 1'm an educator by i
profession, I am currently an Assistant Principal at Steelton%
Highspire High School., I am a member of the Steering Committeé

|
Newberry Township Steering Committee for TMI, got involved |
with the slogan basically when I read Smith's article in the ;
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paper "Never Again"., And that only made me call and volunteer |

my services, Sinse then I have attended so many meetings, 1
am becoming saturated with so much information trying to get
informed., We have many Congressmen, Senators, Congressman
Geesey at our meetings, to talk about this, In fact, I would
recommend some super books for you to read Jjust to take a

|
|

second. We Almost Lost Detroit., And what I really was amazed

about here was back in 1952 in an accident with atomic reactors
they said had a hydrogen bubble, one they caid they never coul@
conceive that that v 1 ever happen, 1952. You can check |
this before I leave tonight,

My next book, it talks about some accidents and
thef'ts of nuclear material in Pennsylvania, It's an excellent
book by the Seientist Institute for Public Iaformation on S
Radiation Contamination. And the next one that's belng |

roferred to i8 Silent Spring. This gentleman Just visited j

our area. The New Tyranny by Robert Wheeler (phomnetic). It'si
an excellent DbOOK. %
I Just point this out because of all the 1nrormatlon!
out, |
I live three and a half miles from TMI, depending
on who's map you use, and I evacuated for approximately ten
days. I have two small ebildren, seven and nine, and that
got me in my first big argument with Governor Thornburgh's

evacuation notice, When I called up and sald does radiation
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know the difference between my nine year old son and my seven
year old son and I think x-ray knows the difference between
body welight, not age.

S0 right away I questioned the wisdom of evacuation,
But rather than risking a mistake, I evacuated voluntarily,
non-reim ursible evacuatlion feara, All but three famlilies
out of 70 evacuated,

The body scan, I'm glad somebody brought that up.
I trled to get my children scanned with the body sscan. At
first they said no, it's only for Middletown. Then they said

yes, it's for Goldsboro, Where dc you live? I live in Valley

Creek Waat (phonetic). I'm sorry, you're out of limit. What

do you mean? Well, we have to take it down to two and a ha.?, |

three mlles, I'm oot sure what it was, So I was denied a
body scan,
If you want to go over and do some politickingz with

a person, they said maybe I can sneak you in, which I never

did bacause I Just wouldn't feel good in my consclence, AnyuayL

I'm emotional about this., You Just ha'e to understand my
nature, And I really don't apologize for this,

But I'm really different than I was before March 28,
How am I different? I don't know, When you go through an

experience that really touches you personally, you're different,

When I look at those towers, I'm different, I want to tear

|
|

|
{
|
|
!
|
i

i
1

them down. I hate them with a passion, and that's a difference
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I never felt before the accident., They remind me of the

pyramids of Egypt where so many slaves died building them, and |

I know they will be the cause of many deaths that's going to
be sudstantiated ten, twenty, thirty, forty years from now.
That's my differenge.

(At this point the audience applauded,)

Now my job is different, I'm an educator. I'm a
football coach, I really do not have the same intenaity for
those profesaions now, besause as I point objective, the
objective of what ia happening to our environment and what
we were subjected to from Three Mile Island did not even
compare with a winning football team being, say, number one
in the state., I would rather have all that past 1f we could
shut down Three Mile Island and all nuclear power in the
Pennasylvania area,

My home is difforent, I liked landseaping and
gardeuing. That doesn't have the same feeling for me now

because ( wonder -- plutonium in there, As soon as you

|
|
|
|

mention that, it's a hush hush word, What's in the environmené?

Kids playing in the creek., Is that the samé? What's in there?

Cutting the grass, taking care oi the home 1s really not the

|

same for me, The value of my howe 1 haven't even talked about;

but I checked the York County Recorder of Deeds for April amd |
|

May, the transactions have dropped 50 percent. And that's a

matter of fact of record which you ean cheek out carefully,

|
|

N
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My wife and I argue a lot because she can't under-

stand, and we're different as to why I have the intensity and
the involvement in this, And so, as a result, it's a constanc:
family fight. Priends look at me different. Wwhy don't you |
Just eut the grass, go to work, wateh TV, ecach football?
Forgzet all that. You know that you're not golng to have any
impact. You're one small individual, Met Ed 13 a big somebod;.

You're not going to make any difference,

I have taken a lot of harassment from people I never

thought I would,

The way I view government is slightly different,

I'm just being honest. 1 really have to re-evaluate my |
thinking on the demosratie process. 3ut that's not the 1issue
here,
But, howaver, I'm searching for truth and Justice, Z
and I didn't think this spsech would be appropos so I Jjust E
| scratched some things down as I was listening to the first i
couple testimonies. l
What are my motivations? Why am I here? This Dr. ;
Robert Jung expressed it well, You know his parents were
killed in Germany in the Holocaust, and he related this to
me when I had to appear on a show with him on Friday., And at
that time in '33 they all knew that Hitler wa+ going to be

|
|
|

i bad, but they were afrald to stand up and tic had some bellefl

| that everything was going to work out. It didn't. Six million
R v |




Jews died, His parents died. And he explained to a grovn

Monday night, he sald this 1s how I feel about nuclear power,
He sald it's the same road., He sald you almost had a Holocauaé
in Pennsylvania, You almost lost tha entire state, So I must:
g0 out and preach and fight, Never again will I let something%
pass before me that I don't stand up and speak for it, And he%
summarized it for me. He said that's basically how I feel.
Honeatly, I feel it's survival. I'm really fighting for the j
unborn, E

And I saw a cartoon of the planet earth, and it had |
stamped on it "No Deposit, No Return, a Throw Away Planet",
And I think nuclear power znd the contamination with it can ;
read in that direction. I think for the first time -- I used
to teach scisnce and ehsmistry., We now have a technology ﬁ
that can destroy us, And that's what 1s secary. I think that'g
why for the first time, and I don't know when that's going to
be, we're going to turn our back on nuclear power, And I i
think people are going to rise up and shut down every nuclear |
reactor in the United States of America. I Just know they
will,

(At this point the audience applauded,)

MR, MINNICH: I'm sorry. I really have tc get my

phlilosophy. My concern 1s the accident itself, and I heard

the Superintendent for West Shore testify March 28 and 29 I'm

not going to go through. I know my children were exposed, I
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don't care what anybody says. That's a gut feeling I have.
Nobody ean find out what Met EJd released on those three days.

Gerusky made a slip of the tongue, and we're trying to check

it out, On the rirst day he gave us ten roentgens -- ten

roentgens, and the wind was blowing west, At seven, 7:30 in
the morning my son at the bus stop. I don't think it's a
matter of wers wa exposed, It's a matter of how much were we

expored to, I defy anybody in this commission to find out

what was released on the 28th, 29th, 30th and 31st., Only Met |
Ed knows, They'll actually point the finger at the Pennsylvanga
Senate and the House of Representatives, because last year |
they turned down a bill for $300,000 that would have given us %
monitoring equipment that we would have known better. |
I know hindsizht 1s better than foresight, but
Gerusky told us we had four docimeters and that's all we had.
Everything else was relied on Met Fd's instrumentation. And

I hate to tell you, but I just can't trust one word that they

|

|

say and 1 think the facts speak for themselves, ;

(At this point the audience applauded.) f

MR, MINNICH: Califano stated that we're going to E

have one cancer death as a result of this, I think you can |
multiply that times 100. I th'nk people are going to pget

cancer because of this, I would like to recommend fomehow

that the state and federal government institute the health plan

I read about in the paners now. It Just isn't enough, Every
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family in that 30-, 40-mile radius has to be monitored for
40 years with yearly checkups for any signs of cancer, And
they should be treated free of charge. And I look at the
amount of money appropriated for a health plan by the state.
To me that's a drop in the bucket. When I look at Just the
similarities of the $4.5 wmillion to Egypt and the peace
settlemant there and who knows what's going to go to the
Panama Canal, and here we the people picked up radiation have
not even asked them for $1 million appropriated to view some-
thing for 40 years, It doesn't make sense, It's illogical.
I think in this whole nuclear Juggernaut, the people in a
five-, ten-, fifteen-mlle radius, the people are expendable,

(At this point the audience applauded.)

MR, MINNICH: But, however, the monitoring, I speak
with the reference that this plant will never open again., I
don't mean that, I don't think it should ever and will ever
open again, I Just mean monitoring for what might happen, for
example, with the water, And I mentioned this on the TV show
in New York, and Bill Fox, the gentleman called we a liar,
He said you can't tell me on Friday they dumped highly
contagious radioactive stuff in the water, I sald yes, they

did, Bill., Why would I lie to you?

Okay. Let me read this through. 1 have to make out

the highpolints,

Number one, the dumping in the water, gentlemen,

{
]
|
|
f
|
|
|
{

|
|
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Let me tell you something about tridium, and I Jjust read

somathing today, Do you know that tridium e¢an diffuse through‘

metal? So 1t's prohably ieaking in our river. What scares me,

that goes right to your genes and causes genetiec mutations,
That's a fact, It goes to your bones and hotspots, cancer
causing, So I'm not geing to go over what's in the contamin-
ated water, But hopefully we won't let them dump that in the
water, We'll do super-monitoring of our environment.
Evacuation, Now I heard the gentleman here mention
about, well, you're talking about no nuclear energy, why
evacuation? My aon, thank God I picked him up from Fishing
Creek because they'd ship him off to Dillsburg, and with the

meltdown I may never have seen him again. I think that's

|
|
|
|
{
|
|
|
|
|
{
|
|
|
|
|
l
|

|

1llogzical to have that type -- so we blew the evacuation., You

blew it, I blew it, as an educator., We all blew it, I think
we all have to say we blew 1t and admit that first. I think
that's the manly thing to do., But there's still a danger.
That's not in cold shutdown yet, It's in a new mode we do not
Know about yet,

Number two, Civil Defense, We know that there's a
missile parked for that, If we ever go into a war, we'd
better know how to evacuate because I think that may be a
possibility. ‘TPerrorism, which we don't think about, You
know, before the accident it's easy when you talk to people

how to take over the control towers in five easy steps, Bam,
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you could take over Met Ed in five easy steps, How it 1s now,

|

be, |

I don't know, We know that the security is not what 1t should

I had Dr., Robert Jung. He wanted to see Mat Ed.

{

Early Monday morning at 1:00 we looked at the towers, He said,
you know, Mickey, in Germany this would never happen. 1 said
I
what do you mean? He sald right now we would have been stopped

three times, We would have been searched, and then they'd

make sure what are you doing here, etc. I Jjust think we are
much too lax, and we don't worry about tesrévidamn.

CHAIRMAN WRIGHT: We are one or two witnesses benind

MR, MISNICH: Okay.

CHAIRMAN WRIGHT: Thank you,

(At this point the audience applauded the witneas,)

MR, MINNICH: May I Just say one thing. This is one%
thing that really disturbs me, and I'l1 say it. I know you're

giving me negative vibrations, but 1'll say it before the

questions, Metropolitan Edison anJ everybody else had days
and months to state th ir case, So far, gentlemen, I've had |
20 minutes, and 1 think that's unfair,
(At this point the audlence applauded the witness,)
CHAIRMAN WRIGHT: Thank you, s8ir., Our next witness |
is Mrs., Donna Umholtz,

Any questions?
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BY REPRESENTATIVE GEESEY: |

- Just one comment, Mickey. The House did pass the l
bill providing for the funding of -~

A That's this year.

- No, we did it last year. The House passed it laat
gession, It died in the Senate Appropriations, I Just nanted%
to square that away, We have been trying.

REPRESENTATIVE COHEN: I'd Just like to commend you
on the forcefulness of your testimony, and I think it's very
good that this Committee and other committees that are
investizating be allowed to see the strength and the depth
of thelir convictions, And I very much commend you on your
testimony, I would rather you be given much more time to
continue, é

CHAIRMAN WRIQHT: Thank you, sir, Mrs, Donna
Umholtz, *

MRS, UMHOLTZ: I am Donna Umholtz., I'm a resident ;
of Newberry Township and a member of the Newberry Township :
Three Mile Island Steering Comamittee, I am here to glve ?
testlmony on my experiencea of the aftermath of the Three Mile:
Island accident,

When my family and I were forced by fear from our i
home, 1t was the tnoughts of my husband and I never to return ;
again, If it had not been that we had an obligation to my f

parents, who Jive on the same property, and who are up in yearé,
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my husband and I would not have returned to the area at all.
Now that we have returned, we have no desire to continue
living here, We have no desire to plan our future, as we ar

not sure we have onhe,

e

|
|
|
i
|

Each time I hear aircraft passing overhead, 1 listenz

carefully to determine if it's a helicopter. I'm slightly
relieved when it isn't, For when it is a helicopter, my fir
thought 1s what pgarbage have they released from that nuclear
monster now that thay're out there monitoring,

(At this point thes audience applauded.)

|

|

st

MRS, UMHOLTZ: I feel as if I am caugnt and trapped

in some kind of blological warfare, My security has been
totally deflated, At this very moment, my luggage 1is packed
and in the trunk of my automobile, That's how secure I feel
in my own home,

When I took my stand against nuclear power, I'm
interrogated by the State Police., I wasn't surprised by the
gquastioning, but I did feel 1t was completely asgimine to be
questioned because I exercised my American rights., And my
position as a receptionist in tha township office, I am in
constant contact with the public, I am aware of numerous
people already searchineg for new homes in the event that TMI

opens as a nuclear power facllity, I am aware of another

family living on the Kline Road, They left when the aceident

occurred, To this day they have not returned. They do not

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|

i
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fe=]l safe, I am aware of people who are totally torn apart

because their children were out Wednesaday, Thursday and Priday,
March 2'ith to the 30th, These people are frantic, They have ?
no idea what future their children will have, no idea what

health problems they will encounter,

|
|
5
I am aware of a family that when the fire sirens pgo E
| off, their children stand sereaming in fear. i

1 received phone calls at the township office when E
those sirens rang, people wondering what happened. Did some- 1
| thing happan at Threse Mile Island, or are we supposed to stay
| indoors? When the wind blows causing the steam from the cooliné
| towers to change position or change form, I again recelve phonej
calla, What's going on down there? What are they releasing? |

- I want to know, 1'm concerned, Many people are doing more

worrying these days, and most encouraging is the fact that

. Three Mile Island has awakened millions more paople to the
realization that nuclear power generation is unsafe,

Some state and federal officials talk as if we are

in bondage to nuclear power, This 1s not true. And we, the
everyday people, the ordinary citizen, we will make a change,.
And we will see nuclear power phased out, |
I'm angry, and I'm annoyed with the Governor of E
Pennsylvania and the President of the United States for simply;
trying to appease the people by forming task forces and holding

hearings when, in reality, they have careless attitudes and
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total disregard for human rights,
If I do have any allotted time, I would llke to
yield that to Mickey Minnich if that can be done,

BY CHAIRMAN WRIOGHT:

v You sald something to the effect that you were
interrogated by the Stats Police. Will you elaborate on that,
please? What was the occasion? What did they ask you?

- To this day we do not know why I was questioned,

Q When did this happen? ;
A Approximately May 10th. Plainclothes policemen
entered the township building. I did not know he was a State
Trooper at the time, His first question to me was what did ;
I know about the anti-nuclear group tha® has formed in the
area, I, of course, corrected him saying that I was a member
of that committee and we were not advertising as an anti-
nuclear group. We were telling pecple that we are concerned E
citizens, i
At that point he questioned me about June 3rd, what |
did I do about it, so on and so forth, and Just varilous t;hi.n;;s‘F

of that order, more or less whit activities the people were

going to participate in.

i
|
Q  You said he did not identify himself as a State ‘
Pollceman? .
|

A Not at first, :

) Did he identify himself at all?

i
|
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I A{ert. although I have always been against 1t,

A After the first or second question, he did show his

ocredentials,

CHAIRMA. WRICHT: Any other questions?

Representative Cohen,

BY REPRESENTATIVE COHEN:
Q Have any other members of your group been interrogated
by the State Police?

A Not to my knowledge,

BY CHAIRMAN WRIGHT:

- Do you think this was in your role as a private
citizen or as a township official?

A I beg your pardon?

Q Were you questioned in your role as a private citizeé
or a township official? |

A I would say as a private citizen beliig as he asked g
for my name, address and phone number, which I did give to

him, I have nothing to hide.

CHAIRMAN WRIGHT: Representative Itkin.

BY REPRESENTATIVE ITKIN: %
Q What was your philosophy relative to nuclear power? |
A I have always been anti-nuclear, Now I have naver
come out and searched out other people who felt the same way

I did, although I was aware of groups such as Three Mile Island
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CHAIRMAN WRIGHT: Any other questions?
At this point I would l1like to thank you, and I would
like to extand an apology to the people here, We are sort of
running a tight ship; and for those of you who may be cut short,
we would be more than happy t» receive any written comments
you would like to give to us at the end of the night or send
to us in the mail, and i1t will be made part of the record.
Thank you, ™3, Umholtz,

Larry Phillips. i

!
MR, PHILLIPS: Representative Geesey and members of

the Committee, we apprecliate the opportunity of your being 5
here, and I thank you for the few moments to express my views.i
I was told by my wife to pre-state my position here.;
She sald that she really should be doing this, but she felt |
that the tenslion and so forth would not allow her to continue,%
so I am filling in., And I am simply going to tell you what é
happened to us, 2
Our problem began Wednesday evening on the 28th o i
March, I was away all day working, returned in the evening, |
had some supper and was told that we should go away for the
night. Now whille I had heard some news, I really didn't pay |
much attention to it, But Virginia and the children were very%
much concerned, We left about 11:00 and went to Chambersburg, |
Virginia; Cheryl, my daughter; and my two grandchildren., We
came back home on Thursday, and everything seemed quite normal

|
|
|
|
L]
|
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We did have a meetlng at our office, a busine:  meeting the

next morning, and I went., PFriday morning was a very uncertain

day. Virginia called me at the meeting about 10:00 and was

very concerned and upset, We, of course, were getting
conflicting reports on the news from all the media, the local
police and the fire companies were contacting personally the
paople in Newberry Townshlp telling them to be ready to

evacuate, She contacted me again, and we declded to go to i
Fine Grove, We atayed, Virginia, Cheryl, the boys and myself,%
with relatives of a nelghbor; and there were actually 12 of
us in that home, It was, of course, rather inconvenient and
very much an impositlon, The news continued to be very in-
definite, conflicting, and so forth,

We did return on Sunday under considerable pressure,
You could take a choice of what you wanted to hear, good, bad i
or indifferent. It was all coming at you, conflicting reportsé
explosions, hydrogen bubble, We were a little concerned, and
some harsh words were sald both ways, Virginia and I were the
only two to come back. The children were told to stay away, %
which they did. I took Virginia with me on Monday, since 1
had an appointment in llanover area, and 1 wanted to get on g
with some work. But I did take Virginia with me because I |
didn't want her at home. Ye st .yed away untlil Thursday. We
were in Hanover, York, Lancaster and wound up in the Ephrata

area., I worked somewhat, and Virginia would stay in a motel

|
{
|
{
|
|
|
1
|
|




e s i S et bt o Smmrre 63

watching news and what have you.

We returned home Thursday evening. We did stick
kind of close to home, because things were still uncertain, %
Cheryl and the boys arrived home the following Thursday, |
Virginia had been very badly depressed and concerned since, !
usually unable to get the TMI situation off her mind, She's
beon nervous, wakes up in a cold sweat, dreams about the
situation, I know that mine and other of our nelghbors, sex

asscciation has been somewhat dlsturbed,

Virginia had an appointment with our doctor last
Friday, His conclusion: nerves, tension, pressure, His
recommandation: try to get away for a while, Don't stop
smoking, Take valium, Some of our neighbors are taking
phdnasbards or whatever,

We are very much concerned about our health, long
range, our chlldren and grandchildren hea.th, our property '
values, And these are not settling thoughter for people at g
age 00, These concerns are still continuing after 00 days, g
Conatant news, uncertainty of condition, conflicting reports, E
revelations of known risk for the public, faulty and failing '
equipment that 15 known by NRC and Met Ed, the rip-off king, |
Met 5d 1s keeping chis tension alive, They say the sky 1is
falling in Harrisburg., Nobody di-i, The consumer should pay.

With constant rising of costs, we do not need callous unconcern,
i

poorly run corporation keeping these things alive, ;
[




Again, Met Ed says that the cash flow -- they have
a cash flow problem, and yet they want -- and they want loan
ability. Yet they hire a PR firm that, no doubt, costs a lot

of dough, and we're going to pay. They give a $15 millilon

dividend to their stockholders, a no-risk stockholding situatio

And we're going to pay for that, too? They also got a $13
million refund, and I haven't seen any come to us yet., In
addition to that, our good Governor has proposed Bloom, a
pro-nuclear pro-utility man for the PUC who makes the outlandi

statement that the waste problem is solved, No reasonable mani

that I have heard can make that statement, Could you?

Qur PUC effort involves politiclans, state and
federal, NRC and, finally, your commission, We are afraid of
the results that may follow due to big money, NRC, appolnted
by the President, mixed laxity and regulation and enforcement
of regulation, Why? Are they paid off? Public interests
1s declining due to the time and affort and frustration. As
time drags on, we lose, We can't compete, You must help us,
What can we do? We are against sloppy, unconcerned callous
costly corporate nukes who have no disposal program and who
operate an obsolete plant. It is exampled PP & L looks r
problems now in the bullding that they're going through, Our

|

|

|
i
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|

good firm, Met Bd, only looks for more dollars to take care of

their problems, They Suy they save us money. I don't know

|
|
]
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
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We must look at good, honest possible change, What

about that solar complex in California that our good governuen

won't look at? This is coal country. I think we should do

something with coal, I think we should revoke licenses of
uncooperative corporate dollar-minded corporations. |
I don't think we need to talk too much, We need to
get going, 7ow and long range, medical checkups., Twenty yearsi
down the road, the Utah problem 1s still not generally known. ;
Reimt_rssment costs for those effected by Met Ed's rip-off %
changed in life and uncertainty caused by unconcerned and i
unfeeling corporate giants rush for dollars, After all, i
private corporations raise their losses, or thay don't get |
results, The monolithic monopolies simply say they need more i
monsy ., ]
This could be an opportunity to come back to sanity,g
control inflation, and energy costs, control costs of operatioﬁ
I feel this 13 all one bag, All of this stuff goes into one.
Maybe with the he2lp of youpeople, we can get some results,

CHAIRMAN WRIGHT: Thank you, sir,

Mrs, Linda Dominoski, D-0-M-I1-N-0-5-K-I.

And you live in Etters (phonetic)?

MRS, DOMINOSKI: Yes, I do,

CHAIRMAN WRIGHT: Where 1is that in relationship to -
MRS, DOMINOSKI: 1It's approximately -- I have that

in hare,

e ——————— e e




66

e ————————————————————

I am Linda Dominoski, a resident of Newberry Township,

living approximately one and a half to two miles from TMI, I
am able to see the stacks {rom my home,

On Marchk 28th and 29th I did not think too much of
what was happening, At that time I still had faith that they
knew what they were doing, but on March 30th I was rudely
awakened, I thought I knew what fear was, but I was wrong.
Never have I known the fear that I lknew that day and the days
that followed the accident, Now it is something I live with

daily. Fear that will not go away no matter how hard I t*y to |

forget. I have a nine-month old baby girl and an eight year
old son, Can someone please guarantee me that they are going

to be all right? Are they going to develop cancer or leukemia

as youny, adults? And how about my future grandchildren? Will |

they ba affected by this irresponsible atrosity? I have had

nightmaraes about the accident, I thought with a little time
it would cease, but it has been two months and, if anything,
they are getting worse, My eight year o0ld son haé even asked
me if he's going to get cancer, What honest answer ¢c I give
him? Every time a siren goes off or there's a loud nolse
outside, my stomach gets tied up in knots, The first thing
that goes through my mind is that something else went wrong
over thare, It's not fair that we must live this way. It's
like one continuous nightmare., 1 pray some day it will stop

in my family and I can be happy again and live a normal 1life,
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Califano saild we would not see any additional cancer
deaths, but now he's saying probably one or two. Some

scientists feel this could be a let higher, with the same

number of non-fatal cancers, not to mention birth defects,
This may not seem like hizh figures, but no one living in the
effectad area wants to b2 any part of these statistics., I
surely don't want any member of my famlly to become one of
those statistles, and no one can guarantee me that they won't

ba, The government officials are elected to represent thes

peoplas' best interesst, They arenot the Almighty. Met Ed
is a utility to serve the public, not destrgyit., They say
thare 1s not enough knowledge on the effects of low level
radiation, This has never happenad before, so they can't
really say what the long range health effects will be. What
about the previous study by Mancusco, Milham, Steward, Kneale

on the Hanford workers ~r the sfudies by Dr, John Goffman,

one of our nuclear pionsers? It is obvious to me that the
government did a good Jjob covering up the findings or calling
them unreliable studies, 1 say they better wake up and take
another look.

In Pennsylvania, the Pennsylvania State Health
Department was allocated $6 million for studles on the health
effects of TMI, That's fine, but what sbout a long-term
health coverage plan for the people in this area? If the

government can spend billions of dollars on developing nuclear
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energy, they surely should come up with a plan for amnual
checkups for the people that the nuclear industry has effected
I also think it was criminal for them to compare
the doses of radintlion that we receilved to that of an x-ray.
Dr, George Wald, a Nobzl Prize winner sald, and I guote, "it
is parfectly insane to compare the two. An x-ray does not
stay on for hours or days. This is accumulative amount we're
talking about.” I also Just finished reading a report by the
Ad Hoc Population Dose Aszsessment Group, compliments of Mr,
‘erusky. They say the most we received was 83 millirems,
Thase are calculations rather than actual monitored doses, I
quote Dr, Karl Z, Morgan, former head of the health physics
at Oak Ridge National Laboratory: '"the numbers recorded were
very small compared to what I would c¢all adequate, The TLD's
if they are used properly are encassed in a capsule such that
no beta radiation would enter into the meter itself, State-
ments of Mat Ed officials, NARC and from political sources have
indicatad the dose would be primarily to noble gases which
pass over the area, but noble gases give off only beta
radiation and the meters do not register beta radiation,”
Noble gases have a very short half life; therefore, they were
gone bafore any true monitoring could be done, The damage 1is
done, and there 13 no way of registering those amounts. So
again, we cannot even be sure of the reports being put out.

We have been under undue stress and by the looks cf

'
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things 1t's far from over for us, They still have not achleved
a true shutdown, We have the problem of hundreds of thousands
of gallons of highly contaminated water sitting over there

that M2t Ed wants to dump in our river, This 15 criminal, It

only goes to show me further the incompetence of Met Ed, Met
Ed bigshots don't have to live around here, and you can tell
that they don't drink the water. S5tello (phonetic) said on

May 7th in the morning paper there 1is the potential of more

uncontrolled relsases when cleanup starts, but not to worry !
t
I'm sick and tired of hearing about so-called safe allowable
1imits, Dr. Goffman in his book called these limits a hoax.
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