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APPEARANCTES

U. S. NUCLEAR REGULA”ORY COMMISSION:

MARIAN E. MOE, ESQ.
Attorney, Office of General Counsel
United States Nuclear Regulatory Commission
1717 BE Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20055

PRESIDENT'S COMMISSION ON TEREE MILE ISLAND:

ERIC PEARSON, ESQ.
Deputy Chief Counsel

clo

KARL A BRAERAM, having been first
duly sworn by Eric Pearson, Esg., took the
stand and testified as fol.'ows:

DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MR. PEARSON:

Q Mr. Abraham, have you ever taken a
dcpos;:ion before, or participated in a deposition?

A No, not that I recall.

Q Let me just simply say that the testimony
you give has the same force and effect as if you

were in a court of law, SO try to answer as precisely
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as possible, and if a question is unclear for any

reason, feel free to stop me and ask.

A Okay.
Q What is your present position with the
NRC?

A I am the Public Affairs officer assigned to

Region I of the NRC.

Q HBow long have ycou been with the NRC?
A Since September 1973.
Q Can you characterize for me the different

job positions and responsibilities you have had since
coming on with the NRC?
A I have had the same jcb all that time.

Q What were the responsibilities with
that position?
A They are basically in two areas: ¢to obtain
information on the activities of the NRC and its
licensees for the news media; to respond to guestions
that we have about events or general background infor-
uatioﬁ ©of an explanatory nature, and tc¢ answer guestions
or requests for information from the general public.

I have some other lesser duties which don't
face cut to the outside world, but which are internal.

I provide public affairs staff support to the regional

BENJAMIN REPORTING SERVICE
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director, answer his guestions about what, on the basis
of my professional experience, I think may'be the
consequences of things happening in the world as far
as the news nmedia coverage interest; for exanmple, I
trg-"to  determine those events that are likely to
be ©of news medi2 interest and recommend that we issue
a press release on it in order to provide prompt,
accurate information when we have it to provide, and
I also advise the staff in the region, including the
director, on responses to inguiries f£rom the public
that may not come to me, but may come to them in terms
of language in the response, whether I think it is a
person with no special technical education that can
understand that language or not, and that probably
occupies only a few per cent of my time.

I'd say, prior to Three Mile Island, prior to
the accident,.I spent about 70 to 80 bct'ccnt ¢f my
time responding to news media inquiries and nearly all
the remainder responding to inguiries from the general
publi;. Now my time in responding to inguiries from
the general public probably takes up two-third of
ay tinme.

Q I have a document which you have just

given me entitled “"BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATICN,"™ with

BENJAMIN REPORTING SERVICE
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your name and professional address.
Would you describe very qhickly what that
document is.
A It is a brief review of my precfessional background

and educational background, and it was prepared

primarily in connection with speeches that I give.

Program chairman frequently request some background

to use for

introductory purposes. It is the only

biographical information I have put together.

0

Is it accurate t¢ the present?

A It was just revised. The date on the bottom

says "August 1979."

MR. PEARSON: Let us designate that as

Deposition Exhibit 1.

(Above-desciibcd document herein marked

Abraham Deposition Exhibit 1 for identification,

this date.)

Q
cfficers?
A Yes,

Q
the NRC?
A The

was mine,

Do all of the regions have public affairs

they ‘do.

When were the positions created within

first pecsition created at the regional level

and was created in the summer of 1973,
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as I know. Just prior to my being hired for it, the=»=

Do you want me to go into the background?

Q Just very quickly.
A The reason was that ghe regional cffice, which
had been in New York, was close to New York City, which
was in the time of the Atomic Energy Commission, and
there was an ISE person who had an office in Manhat;an.
His principal job was speeches and television ap=-
pearances. It was more educational, and I think one
could reasonably say promotional, and at about that
time in the 1972-73 time period, the role of the
regulatory side of the house was increasing the °
movement for separation of it from the general
manager's side of it, and had already started;
people had been moved to Bethesda, while the rest
©f the AEC stayed in Germantown. It was just a

matter of foresight on the part of Joe Fouchard,

Director of Informational Services of the AEC, that

fhcre.ouqht to be a public affairs officer associated

with the region, and my appointment was kind of an
cxﬁcrincnt to see what the value might be. The
motivation was to put the informaticr officer closer
to the technical staff so it would be possible for
him to respond quickly in rapidly developing situations,

SBENJAMIN REPORTING SERVICE
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and try to get more detail and more accurate informa~-
tion out than would be possible if all information
had to be gotten through the telephone.

By putting a public affuirs officer in this
office, which, that summer, was moved from New York
to Philadelphia, which is why I took %he job because
I lived here before that, it was felt that I could
sit in on-mcotings and briefings, have discussions
with inspectors who had just gotten information from
a licensee, and get a better guality of information
°on the inspection and enforcement functions, whizh
are the only functions in ¢this building, or were
then, except for the state liaison officer, and
still are the only functions.

Q Do you have any staff that works for you?
A No. I have a secretary that I share with the

state liaison officer, but I have no support staff

in this building.

Q #ho is your immediate supervisor in this
building?
A The director, Mr. Grier.

Q When did you first become aware that there

might be a problem ongoing at Three Mile Island?

A When I came to work that morning, which, as

SENJAMIN REPORTING SERVICE
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the front door downstairs. I don't know why .e
was there, but he was opening the door while I was

fumbling with my key.

"Karl, going tc have some meeting at the director's

office; been some problem at Three Mile Island."

I said, "Fine, I'll cdump my briefcase and grad
oy notebook and be right back," and I went r~ight up,
and at a few minutes zfter eight, the principal staf?
met there and got what little information we had.

Q Who was there?

A I believe all the branch chiefs were there,
all of those in the office that day, and I think that
there had been one or two section chiefs from the
Operations Eranch and there may have been other
persons froxm the Environmental Sectinn of the Fuel
Facilities and Materials Safety Branch.

Q Could you name scme of these people by
name. I am more familiar with the names than the

positions.

A My recollecticn of that is poor. There were

seven or eight, and only fcour branch chiefs. There

had to be other people. Beside me and the branch

BEENJAMIN REIPORTING SERVICE
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chiefs, Mr. Brunner, the section chief. George Smith,
I don't recall whether he was there or not. Walter
Martin I am not sure about.

I think I should interject here, and this is
going to be true of a great many questions you ask
me, there is a great deal .about the first five or
six days of the accident that has been wiped out of
my mind, and I have only been able to reconstruct part
;1 it by listening to tapes or reading transcripts or
reading newspaper clippings, and the reasocn why a lot
of it was scrubbed out was because I intentionally
dumped it out as trivial information.

There was a constant effort to try not to retain
information that I thought was flawed or useless. I
tried to acquire and held information that I thought
would be important to the news media and I thought.
stood 2 good Chance of turning out to be true. I got
a lot of information that I knew or socn found out
would be false. It is not in my nature to retain
false.infornation.

Q That is understandable, and if you do
give an answer, if you know that is information you
acquired later, I would ask ycu cite that so we have

an impression of what you knew at the time and what

EENJAMIN REPORTING SERVICE
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you knew later . --
A I will certainly do that.

Q == tO0 get as accurate as possible.

Who was briefing the persons in Mr. Grier's
office that morning?

A I have a recollection, but it is not a very
strong one, that it was Rick Keimig, that he may

have gotten a report. I think he was the section
chief; hith‘t he or the inspector who then was
assigned to Three Mile Island as the principal
inspector. I think the initial briefing, the iaitial
report from tpc licensee, came either from them or ==
well, I am surmising == it could have come from the
duty officer, but that is after the fact. I don't
really remember that.

Q The principal inspector, is this Bavercamp,
is that right?’

A Yes.

Q What reaction or what decisions were made
at th; meeting in response to the information that
was being given out?

A The strongest impression I have is, number one,
the general feeling was that we didn't have much

information, and I think that more than anything else

BENJAMIN REPORTING SERVICE
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prompted the almost immediate dispatching ¢f a carload
©f pecple. It wasn't very long after I went down
from the meeting; the meeting lasted enly 15 or 20
minutes; 8:30 to 20 to 9:00, I went to ny office.

My window faces up, and there was a car out there, :
and people were loading egquipment into it; Dr. Gallina
was going intc the car, and I think it was the energency
station wagon, if I am not mistaken, and Eiggins was
going into the car, and several other people were going
into ﬁhc car, and I stopped one cn the stairs, and
said something like, "When are you planning to leave?"
They said, "Just as soon as we are loaded, we will
up and go."*

The roéolloction that T have is that they left

vell before nine o'clock.

Q Did Mr. Grier give an order to go to the
site? .
A Yes, I think so. They wouldn't go == I

think s0 == not only that, but there were already
preparations under way. They couldr't get that many
pecple together and get them all in one car. It

was apparent that there was going to be a second car.
As I recall, he said that we have to get people out

there and activate the communications center that we

BENJAMIN REPORTING SERVICE
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have here on the second floor, and try to get more
informaticn from the licensee; that is the only
impression that I have.

Q Did you have a fairly full complement
of pecple here at eight o'clock in the morning?
A We never have anything approaching a full
complement of pecple because we have the requirement
that inspectors travel a substantial amount of the
time inspecting on-site, and on any given day, you
would expect to find one-third to one-half of the
inspectors or more, traveling. This was in the
middle of the week, so that would be particularly
true, and some members of middle management, by
which I mean section chiefs, were at meetings with
licensees and enforcement meetings or other things,
pecople at school, and I have no impression of how
many pecple were there that day.

Q When people are reporting here that day,
are they expected to report at eight o'clock?
A Yes.

Q Did you receive any specific instructions
as a result of the meeting i1 Mr. Grier's office?
A No, I didn't, but then I would not expect to.

I am expected to know what to do in these circumstances,

BENJAMIN REPORTING SERVICE
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and the first three things I 4id was call up the
Public Affairs Office in headguarters and give thenm
what little information I had, that there had been
some kxind of accident at Three Mile Island, problems
involving apparently the reactcr and some of the
pumps and valves and water and v on, and the informa-
tion I had at that time was thet there wur no difficulty
at that point with cooling the reactor; there had been
no loss of cooclant accident, not talking about any
huge pipeline break or anything like that, wbich is
the worst kind of accident that we would think about.

There wasn't any understanding of what kind of
event, and we had nc information about any off-site
releases, and.vo were sending people to the site, and
that I would keep them informed.

I felt already that this, whatever it was going
to turn out to 'be, since they had declared a site
emergency == okay, they had declared a site emergency,
and that is not an activity that you could carry on
and Aot have people become aware of outside the >lant
in a relatively short period cf time, and so I expected
that the public would beccme aware of it immediately,
and what we needed toc do was to get an announcement

out fairly guickly telling what we knew as of that time.

SENJAMIN REPORTING SERVICE
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Q Let me stop you for a moment.
A Yes.
Q When you contacted headguarters, was it

your sense that your transaission of information to
them was the first that they had concerning Three
Mile Island?
A It was the first they had, which the questions
they had indicated. When I say "headguarters,® I
am talking about the Office of Public Affairs. Those
are the people I communicate with at headjuarters.
Those are the ones I work with.

Do you understand how the setup works?

Q Rﬁn through it quickly.
A Most of NRC belongs to the Office of Inspection
and Enforcement. Nuclear Reactor Regulation, that
comes under the Executive Director for Operations,
Mr. Gossick.

There are a few staff officers that provide
support strictly to the Commission. One of those
is tge director of Public Affa.rs, Mr. Fouchard.
and he has an assistant to the cirector, Frank Ingram,
in hi; office in Bethesda, who ser-es as a coordinator
or liaison for that office with the five regional

public affairs officers, and I am under that

BENJAMIN REPORTING SERVICE
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organization, I am technically a member of the Office
of Public Affairs. I am not a member of Region I.

My office is here.

Q You are not technically working for
Mr. Grier, but technically working for Mr. !ouchard?
A I am working for both of them under an agreement
reached in vritinq wvith the 0ffice of Public Affairs
and the Office of ILE, where they provide me certain
logistic sup}c:t. I&E, secretarial support, and I
provide them with staff support, provide the director
with staff support, but I take my policy directives
essentially from the Office of Pu§lic Affairs and
take my day-to-~day guidance from the regional
director because it is the branch here I support,
But my reporting line is to the Offiece of Public
Attairs.in headquarters.

Q Wh;n yon called the Cffice of Public
Affairs a: headgquarters, with whonm did you speak?
A Frank Ingram. At that point, I put the paper

in the typewriter and started to draft a release.

(Continued on Page 16.)

~
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Q You indicated there were three things
you started to do.
A One was to tell Public Affairs; second

was to try to get staffed up downstairs with
additional logistic support for the calls that
I knew would soon be coming in from the news
media; and third was to start drafting a press
release.

I never got to finish that drafting

16

of the press release., First news mecdia calls, and

I have this on a reconstruction I kept for a period

of time on a lot of little pieces of paper that
had telephone calls on it. They weren't kept by
intent, and disappeared that day, and there were
just seven or eight pieces lying around, and I
was curious when it started that morning. The
best I :ecalf. it started between 9:03 and 9:20
tht the first call came in asking if something
was going on at Three Mile Island.

Q Did you simply relay the information
that you had?
A Yes, I told them that there had been an
accident and this is what we knew and sc on.

Then the calls started coming 'in so

BENJAMIN REPORTING SERVICE
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heavily that they were overwhelming, Hundreds of

calls, many hundreds of calls,

was out we had three other pecople,

and before the day

technical staff

people helping me to handle all these calls, and

they did that quite a bit for several weeks.

Many calls came into this office

because the news media used to call

the office.

Some time around 10:30, a little earlier,

Mr. Fouchard said, "what is the status of the

press release?"

I said, "I can't write it,"™ and he said,,

*"Fine, I will do it myself."

And I said, "I think

that is a better idea,"™ because at that time the

Headgquarters Communications Center was coming up.

They had direct telephone lines from the contrel

room in Three Mile Island into Region and into

Headgquarters, and all nf this informaticn was

pouring into Headguarters, and

it was a rapidly

changing situation,and it was about that time or

a little bit later that Mr, Fouchard and I agreed

that I really get out to the site.

Q Did Mr. Pouchard or otrers £from NRC

Headguarters have trouble getting through to you

because of the phone lines being jammed?

BENJAMIN REPORTING SERVICE
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A No, because we had a FTS system, so that
was not a problem between *i:re and ﬁoadquartorc
at that time,
Q Did Mr. Fouchard direct that you report

to the gite?

A I don't know that it was that formal.
Q How was that decision reached?
A I don't know how he reached his view, but I

can tell you how I reached my view. We were send-
ing so many peocple out there, and there was so
much activity going on out there, that whether or
not this turned out toc be a serious accident, there
was going to be a serious media interest, and that
a better idea would be to have a Puslic Affairs
cfficer out there; that was alwzys the plan, We
had a plan that in retrospect turned out tc be not
adegquate, but what we did deo is get out to the site.
I am skipping a couple of days by going
intq this. I don't know how much ycu want me to
digress.
The plan was to go out there to a
central point where various pe-ple who had informa-
tion, to give it out to the news media in the News

Center, State, licensee, and the NRC would share

BENJAMIN REPORTING SERVICE
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the responsibility for getting out the information;

that tnrned out, under the circumstances, to be

hopeless.
Q When v .s that plan Put together?
A Oh, years ago. It is part of our Standard s

Emergency Plan. 1f you look at the Site Emergency
Plans, it talks about an off-site Information Center.
Every time a nuclear power plant has had a arill,
they hnvc'had such a center, and in some cases in
order to avoid Tumors of real accidents. The
Public Affairs Pecple from the utilities have
planned the news media part of that center, and
the news media have come cut taking pictures with
ketchup on their arm t*o get a story, and it has
always been thought of as that way.

Q When did you " ‘ave here to go to Three-
Mile Island?
A At 7:30 that night was as early as I could get
away. I said from 11:30 -« I am goingito get away,

but I couldn't leave.

Q Did you spend the entire day on the
telephone?
A Yes, without interruption. The call slips

I got == thisg is something that still happens.
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You get so many call slips that you get into a

mode that you pick up the phone when it rirngs.

I have three lines, and on the other two lines
secretaries take the numbers. When my phone line
stops ringing, I take the other calls that never
get answered, and start answering them; that was

my cxpcctation, that I would take the calls as thy
came in. If the secretaries =-- now two secretaries
answering these calls at two different locatioans.
All together they had five lines with calls coming
in, and they were taking a lot of call slips and
piling them up, and the thought was for a while

that I would answer them. Then when I saw what

the pile was like, I got help; Jim Younger from

the Safeguards, Dick Keimig from Operarions and Gary

Schneider, who was: the technical assistant to the
director, an; they handied the same volume of calls
that I did, and I suppese there were cther pecple
in Region I who coccasionally got calls also, and
none of that was enough for the volume of calls.

Q Where were you getting your information
on Wednesday with respect tc the stat, of the

plant?

A I was getting ccopies at irregular intervals
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of the handwritten status reports that were being
put out in the Communications Center over here in

tl.e conference room. There was a copy that was

designated for me, and sometimes I went and picked
it up, and sometimes somebody brought it down to

me. Most Of the information that vas in it was
useless because it consisted of temperatures

and pressures and so on, the meaning of which

was no way clear to me. The trends seemed to indicate
a little bit about what was going on, but it was
essentially purely technical information. There

were some :‘diatios measurements, but it wasn't
alwafs clg;: where the measurements had been taken,
and then there was some other information that
seemed over a periocd 6f hours to indicate that there
was a substantially larger problem than had been
thought, and'I think that that impression, and now
talking in retrospect because of reading newspaper
stories, given by Public Affairs people ian Head-
guarters, I think about three or four ol'clock in

the afternoon, Frank Rudergan and Sue Gagner and
other people at Headguarters were telling peocple,
giving radio interviews, the transcripts of which

I had seen, indicating that this was going to be
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a serious matter and not we'l understood; that
there was no immediate threat to people off-site,
but that something écry serious was going on one
site.

Q In retrospect, do you think Headguarters
was goﬁtinq better information than you were?
A They had other sources of information and
evaluation capabilities. XKeep in mind that .the
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation, or liceansing,
as ;e call it, and the technical analysis capabitity
that that office has, because it must review applie-
cations for nuclear plans and designs and so eon,
is all down there. There is no part of that office
in this building, and so they were able to take
the information that w,s coming in, and I think
look ahead as tc what might happen next.fnd also
interpret i; for BPublic Affairs, which is something
thaﬁ pecple in this office really were not very
mucb able toc do.because they were using that
information essentially to plot a technical response
to the accident, and it was very much understood by
me that that was what they were supposed to be doing,
and that turned out for a period of a couple of

weeks that the information £flows going to people
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with very different functions had a clear impact

on the availability of different kinds of informa-
tion to Public Affairs, and I had some ideas about
how that situation couid be improved, but that would
be a digression now, but clearly it is a major

area that we need tc work on, which is toc have

on a large ;calc the coandition that operates here.

The situation that we have here, under
normal conditions somebody comes up with the fact
that some valve is leaking at some plant; that is
a fact but then I can go to somebody and say:

What is the conseguence ¢of this? 1Is this water
likely to be radicactive? Where is this likely

to go? BHow much of it is there? Are they reguired
to report it or not? Have they violated a regulatory
regquirement?

f don't believe you could intrude that
information gathering effort by a Public Affairs
cfficer onto the inspection effort and emergency
response effort. without, in fact, taking av;y
important response resource, and so there has to be
developed some means of taking that path cf informa=-
tion and splitting it off, and an organization to
evaluate it and to help Public Affairs translate
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essentially technical date into plain English
sentences, and that was the problem that we had
even Jdays later at Three Mile Island until this
was assigned to the Public Affairs Group to two
technical people who have a particular gift for
speaking plain English, Bob Banero and Tom
Elsasser from Headquarters. They were able to get

technical information from our side and Trailer

City and Camden and so on, and £it the information

"into their more substantial, very much more sub-

stantial knowledge of the behavior of this reactor,
and then to anticipate, or in response to our
gquestions, phrase the information in such a wa. at

it would really be useful to a reporter.

Q When did you arrive at Three Mile
Island?
A You ne;n, the site itself?

Q The site itself.
A = I drove out to Harrisburg == to give you

a short answer, I got to the site about 11:00-11:30.
Q Okay.

A I drove out to Harrisburg at 7:30; at 9:30 I

was at the last service area just before Harrisburg,

8l8. I had my car radio, and realized that
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Dr. Gallina and the Governor were having a press
conference. I turned the set on to listen; that
was my first overview of what had happened that

day and what was going on in the Public Affairs

sense and political sense, and what kind of problems
the Governor was confronting at that moment, and

so on.

Then I went to a hotel and édropped o“f
my bags d;wn in Harrisburg itself, and then drove
cut to the site, and went to the Observation Center,
which was the designated off-site emergency assembly
point.

Q Did you go there because you were
expected to report in, or did you go out there out
of personal interest?

A I went out there to see what was going on;
to see what ;as going on in terms of the news media
cut there. There were very few ou: there. I don't
recall anybody stopping me from the news media.

I went into the center itself, and
people were wearing yellew slickers, one desk and
three telephones and people standing in line to
use the telephones, and I can't live without com=-

munications and that was absolutely useless, so I
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just left.,

Q Did you speak to anybody while you
were there?
A I have a vague recollection of tCalking to rne
of our own guys who was rushing past carrying some
of these 1i§tlc pocket dosimeters, these little
things that.look like fountain pens that you look
into, and saying, "You know something about this?
Is this ie?"

And he saying, "This is it."

I said, "Well, how is everything?"

And bhe said, "Not too bad," and it was
just a very brief snatch of a very gene:alizéd
conversation. I don't even remember right now if
I asked him if you had any serious off-site releases

or not. I may have.

Q What was the situation like in the
center? .
A The center was being used as a staging area
for people coming on-site anéd - ff-site; so many of

them inundating everything I couldn't see any of
cur people who were there on the Island. There were
no trailers there yet.. I am not sure. I don't

know if our mobile laboratory had arrived at that
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hour or not, but it was dark. I think the weather ==
I don't know what the weather was like. I don't
remember the weather, but I don't recall seeing
the mobile laboratory. It could have been parked in
the parking lot, but it was dark =-- didn't ‘have
the lights and everything up, as I recall they had
later. |

e When you left, what did you cdo?
A Well; I didn't leave without using the phene.
I stoed in line b:iefly.aﬂd I made one call, and
I don't remember wh;thcr I called the Regional Office
or vh;thcr ;.cgiicg.the Public Affairs Officerat
Headquarte:s) but I told somebody, "There are no
phones here, no tables, no chairs. You can't do
anything here with the news:media, and I might
as well go back and go to sleep and get up early
in the morni;g and see what I can do," and whoever
< talked to said, "Ckay,” and that was about it.

Q So that is what you did?
A Right; that was done on the basis that I knew
before I left here at 7:30 =-- mid-to late afternocon,
it was very obviius that news media were appearing

at the Public Affairs Office in Headguarters and

a steady flow ¢f information was ccoming out of
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there, and I was playing catch-up with 1it, hayinq
been on the road for hours, and being in a place
where I couldn't easily intercept communications,
so I thought what I would do the next day == there
is obviously never going to be a combined rnews contet;
as talked about in the Emergency Plan. Maybe I
ocught to £f£ind out if there is such a thing anywhere:;
that is what I did. I got a good night's sleep and
got up early the next morning and went out to the
site.again.

Q When did you-arrive at the site?
A Some time between 7:00 and 8:00 o'clock in
the morning, as I recall, and there wasn't much
diffo:cncc.‘

Q Did you again go to the Center?
A I went into the building, and it was not very
much diffc:o;t. There were coffee cups now,

Q Were they still wearing the slickers?
A I didn't know at the time that those were
the plastic decontamination jackets that everybody
was wearing.

Q Nobody gave you one when you were

there?

A No, as a matter of fact, they diadn't. I
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didA't pick one up until about four weeks after
the accident, and so I said, "This seems no better
today than last night."™ I do think at that time
I had a perception, and this is very vague, but that
the mobile van was there and people working in it
and starting to put out bottles and things around,
samples, an; all that kind of stuff,

Q Did you determine that your remaining
there would be of no use?
A No. There is nothing I could do there. I
had no place, I had no communications, I couldn't
get in touch with anybody except the pecple I
could intercept walking back and forth thc:o; yet
I knew that a lot of information had to be flowing
over from the site and being evaluated. I had
the impression that people out there had fragments
of info:mati;n. They were all doing their job,
and it was not their job to put together a comprehen=-
sive picture of what was going on, but that is what
I needed.

(Continued on the next page,)
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RZ 3 1l¢ 2 Q Under the pre-existing plan that you
3 mentioned, would you have expected that there would
< have been a place for you in some communications
Cﬁ S center at the center?
6 A I think there would have been a place. I didn't
7 expect a communications == the communications problems
8 were things I anticipated. I just knew that is always
9 going to be the problem, but I at least thought there
10 would be a building and a table, and I could call the
11 phone company and have a phone put in, but I didn't
12 have that.
1; I said, maybe I am in the wrong place. I went
14 downtown to the Office of the Bureau cf Radiation
15 Protection, Tom Gerusky's office, and I guess I
16 got there between 9:00 and 10:00.
17 Q Why did you go there?
18 A Becauso.that is our state contact. I went in

19 and said, "Tom, what is going on?" and he gave me a

little rundown in very general terms.

3

. 21 "We have got a guy in the contrel room. Every-
thing seems to be under control. We have some releases,
23 but nothing really serious."

2 This is Thursday morning, okay, and I saiqd,

25 "Where, if anywhere, is there any kind of a combined
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news center?"

He said, "let me know. I don't krow. Let me
call,"™ and he called over to Paul Critchlow's cffice,
and Critchlow, as I gather, not hearing the other
end of the conversation, said, "I am getting a lot
of calls here."

He said, "Why don't you go over to Critchlow's."”

I went across the street toc the Governor's
press secretary, and he was there, and he said, "I am
qcttiﬁg a .ot of calls about things we don't know
anything about and you probably do. Why don't you
take scme of these zalls."

I haé been in the building a few months earlier
for a hearing of an Appeal Board, an cral argument
on the Three Mile Island aircraft protection issue,
which is under appeal, and we used the cauéus room
down on the g£ound €loor, so I knew that the state
press gallery was right up on the mezzanine ¢f the
Capitol. What that means is that you not only have
a lot of newspaper and television reporters, but
their communications are permanently wired; they
have radio things; they have a studic up at the top
cf the Capitol for the Gevernor's press releases,

have AP and UPI, and if I wanted to put out a teletype
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to th- whole world, I could.

Q You are going from fanine to feast?
A I said, if I am going to be somewhere, why
shouldn't I be here? I am not trying to gather
technical information for the NRC. I am tryinq'to
maintain contact, and contact with the ncﬁs media.
I£ I let them know I am there, they will bring it
to me. If I want to find out what the state is
doing in emergency planning, the state police have
a very big response, and at that time, almost the
sole part, what better place to be than one floor
above where the Governor is going to be making the
decisions.

There were a lot of telephone lines there.
It didn't seen to be that busy, although calls were
coming in at a brisk rate, so I said to Critchlow,
"What can you.do for me?"

"I tell you what we are going to dc. We have
a room here where we keep newépape: clippings. There
is an o0ld call director with one of these boxes with
maybe 12 lines. I will give you two lines, and I
will have the secretaries take the lines ard take
the calls and let you know if it is something you

can handle,"™ and I took my coat off and sat down,
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and from about, I guess it was 10:30, a quarter to
11:00 in the morning until the wee hours of the next
morning, I sat and talked on the telephone, leaving
it essentially to the press secretary's staff to
decide whether the nature of an inguiry was something
I would respond to or not.

A great many people called up and said they
are somebedy from the NRC, "What did I tell thenm,
where did I get the information?"

I made calls to my own office, which at that
time was occupied by Jan Strassner from Region III,
and Jan Strassmer was getting all these and passing
down information.

22 I hla some false rumcr, I would call directly
in the communications center and talk to George Smith
or Grier or whoever was there. I don't even remember
who they all Jcrc. They were all familiar names, but
I made no special note of this, and gradually built.
up some information, the nature of which I hardly
rcncm‘cr, and I did that all day Thursday and all
day Priday and almost all day Saturday.

Q Did you attend the Governcr's press
conference on Thursday night?

A Yes, I think I 4id go up to the television
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studio for that ocue on Thursday night.
Q Were you involved with briefing the

Governor prior to the Press conference or briefing

the Lieutenant Governor prior to the press conference?

A I did attend a meeting in the Governor's otficot

Let's see. It couldn't have been Wednesday night
because I missed that one. I+ had to have been
Thursday night's meeting in the Governor's Office:
Gallina and Eiggins were there, Gerusky was there,
I was there, and there was a discussion of what kind
of thinés Higgins and Gallina were geing te talk
about because the Governor was going to make some
introductory remarks, and then I think he was goeing
to say Eiggins and Gallina would answer gquestions
from the news media, and we talked about what kind
of things were going on.

Q D; you remember any gquestions that the
Governor or the Lieutenant Governor might have asked
in response to the briefing they were getting?

A ZNo. I honestly den't. 12 really only rememjer
one thing that came at the very end of the briefing,
and I guess =-- my operating theory is to Prepare for

the worst and hope for the Dest, and I felt the

interpretation that was being made by the state pPecple
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of the information they were given was a little bit
more == I don't want to use the word "euphoric,”

that is not the right word =-- but I had a feeling

B

that

that

didn’

they were concerned very much about the decisions
they had to make at that moment, and that they

¢ have in mind the possibility that the situation

might change 2nd get really a lot worse, and so I said,

10
11

12

14
15

16

"I ¢hink you need to talk about the radiation problem

because you have a lot of people out there with a lot of

concerns, and we are getting qguestions on the phone."
I had gquestions not just from the news media

but from citizens also, Thursday, and we were getting

guestions abcocut how dangerous it is, and people

talking about the low-level effect of radiation,

people who have read things like the Beer Report,

or read stories about it in the newspapers, and

people who ha;e followed the controversy that

Dr. Sterngrass is involved in, and after all, this

is Pennsylvania, and Earrisburg is not that far from

Pittsburgh. I think you should expect the thoughts

going through pecple's amainds: "If I am pregnant,

is my baby going to be born deformed? If I get a

radiation exposure, is it gcing to be a cancer

problem,"” and so on.
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There was a feeling there that I was looking
at the thing much too gloomily. I said, "Let's not
get started on that. I can understand why that
happened,” but that is the only part of that whole
meeting I really remember. The only reason I really
remember it is I thought about it the next day when
the Governcr had to make decisions along the lines

ef protecting women, pregnant women and ==

Q You said this just to the Governor?
A It is not just a comment that ==
Q The Governor was among the peocple there,

is that accurate?
A Yes.

Q How about the lLieutenant Governor, was
he there, too?
A People were going in and out. I éon't know
whether he wa; there at that moment cr not.

Q Was the exchange ¢f information at that
meeting a frank one, candid in every way? What

kind of impressicn did you have in that regard?

A Well. think it was frank and candid up to

a point. I think there was n¢ intent that I could see

to hold back, but I think that you have to look at

the communications, persdonal ccmmunications practices
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©of the people involved, people who live in a world
©f technical reports, and trying to get factual
information straight, and who are suddenly thrust
into a role where they are giving advice to somebody
who has to take a very non-technical, a very human,
and certainly decisions with political -- potentially
pelitical consegquences, you know.

I think that everybody was trying very hard
to de sonctginq that they had never had to cdo before,
and I'don'é think they did badly at all, in fact. I
was just looking at one thing that really struck me.
That day, that Thursday, there is a newspaper clipping
here in which Gallina was asked by a reporter == I
don't think == it might have been at the press
conference or right after thepress conference, but
it was about how bad the plant was, and he actually
made the stat;ment that it is going to take a long
time to clean up the contamination.

On the day after the accident, for him to harve
that awareness and to communicate it to a reporter,
I think says a lot about the candor, and I think
he did very well, and I think that in retrospect,
the next day and the day after, the Governor would

very much have locked tec more insight into’ predictions
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©f what might come, but I don't honestly think that
we were in any position to give it. Nothing I know
indicates that we could have given it except as a
speculation, and that is th; last thing in the world
he wanted.

It was very clear, when I tried to speculate
on how the pﬁblic might react to a serious problem,

I think the.rcason why they said, "lLet's not get

into that," it was because it was to them a ipecu~-
lation unfounded by any technical knowledge:- I hadan't
made any nausuronant; out at the site; I had no direct
factual contributiomw I was trying to make, nor was I
trying to make that. I was trying to alert them to
the fact that public misunderstanding in an area

that is little understood to begin with, the potential
for that is enormous. They cught to keep that in
mind when the; pass information.

It ought to be clear, when they talk about the
radiation thing, that there are a lot of pregnant
women ocut there. I talked to two last night, and
between the two of them, it lasted over an hour, anc
their concerns in this kind of a case are special.

It is natural for pecple to focus on a preblem, am I

going to have to evacuate 20 cr 30 or 50 thousand
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2 people == to concentrate on the technical facts to
: make that kind of decision, and I wanted to try to
4 force them to think about what the individual

(:. 5 reactions were. A lot of people were getting up
6 and leaving. Reporters were calling in saying people
7 were leaving Middletown like crazy.
8 I kept saying the highest reading I am getting
9 is 15-20-25 MR; Priday morning, that was the numbers.
10 Q Did you, in the meeting with the Governor
11 anéd LieutenantGovernor on Thursday night, hear of a
12 release that would approximate or that would be
13 measured at about 3,000 millirem?
14 a No, no. I know what you are talking about.
15 1 aidn't see ;hat number until I went down to
16 wWashington last week--was it last week or the week
17 before == for the release of the report, and the
18 firset time I looked at it, I didn't read the date
19 correctly, and then we even looked at it == I think
20 1 and a lot of cther pecple =-- I never was aware of

¢ 21 it until a few days ago.

(;’ 22 Q Even the news media anncunced that as a
23 new finding that they were unaware of, too.

o4 A That is just an indicator of the perishability

f s : s ¢
23 of inforration which somebody in my background in the
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newspaper business takes as a matter of fact, which
pecple,used to putting everything down on paper and
documenting everything normal’y, didn't anticipate
at all.

Q Was thcre anv discussion with the Governor,
to your recollection, conceraing what steps might
be taken in the event that the state of the reactor
would dctnrip:a:c?
A Well, the part about the state ¢f the reactor
dctc:ib:ating. I don't recall it from that viewpé’ .
I do have a vague reccllection that there was some
discussion about the fact that the state does have an
Office of Bncfgcncy Management, and there is an
evacuation pl;n, and thatwe do have scomething geoing
if we have to move a lot of people, and I got the
impression that there was some kind of state planning
in existence, and it was recognized that if things ==
if it became necessary, if the course of the
accident turned that way, that they would be capable
of ding more than they were doing at that point on
Thursday night, and I think that the Governor went
out at the press conference, and I could be

misremembering it, but I think he was asked that

gquestion just to that point by a reporter, and said
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something to the effect tha:‘we are still evaluating,
continuously evaluating what is going on, and we
would evacuate people if we needed to, but we don't
see the need at this time, or something to that
effect. I think that was said at the press conference.

Q pid anything occur between the briefing
of the Govc:ﬁor and the press conference which would

be noteworthy?

A I don't remember how much time elapsed between

them. We are talking about Thursday night gpov?

Q That is correct.
A I don't even remember.

Q What happened after the press conference?
A Eeld the press conference, and always in this

case, people gradb people in the corridor and talked
to Biggins and Gallina. I alsoc took the information
that came out of the press conference; reporters ask
very good guestions. They dragged out in response
to .heir questions a fair amount of information

from Higgins and Gallina that provided me with
answers to those same gquestions that were going to

be asked by other reporters later on, so I was taking
notes. I can't f£ind them. I was writing on all

kinis of stuff, and a lot of that stuff just got
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thrown out when it was out of date, but I did get
a lot of stuff out of the press conference itself,

The thing I got mostly out cf the press con-
ference was the fact that =-=- I don't know whether he
was usked directly or whether it was just that he
didn't say it, but there was no indication that
Gallina or anybody else was telling the Governor,
you'd better start moving people out right now, aad
that was the guestion that I was asked most often
by reporters and by the general public, 'shoﬁld we
evacuate?” and I kept saying that I haven't heard any-
body say that anybody should be evacuating, and I
haven't getten any numbers of radiation measurements
that would, t§ my own knowledge, lead me to think
you had to evacuate.

Q On Thursday afternoon, what information

did you have concerning the dumping of waste water?

A A very unhappy one.
Q Would you explain that.
A That is a lengthy thing; that is something I

remenber in fair detail.
Sometime around 5:30, 6 o'clock, I went inteo

this in a lot of detail with Rubin and Sandman;

they were very interested in this.
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MS. MOE; They were interviewers for the
President's Commission, right?
THE WITNESS: Yes.
A (Continuing.) I guess it all started around
$:30 or 6 o'clock; the time that this started, I
think, could be reconstructed from the transcripts
and tapes because I made some telephone calls about
it, but Dave Milne, who was the Public Information
officer for the Department of Environmental Rescurces,
came in with the draft of a press release, and came
in to Critchlow, and Critchlow called me into his
office, and I got the strong impression Fhat this
was the first that Critchlow had heard about this,
that this thing was even contemplated, or that there
had been cne earlier in the day, and it had been stopped.
Q Apput what time was this?
A $:30, 6 o'clock, yocu know; maybe it was later.
I don't know. It was late in the afternoon.
Q Ckay.
A And I asked a lot of guesticns just to find
out what was going on, and it gradually developed
that they had actually dumped about, and the number
that was used was 40,000 gallons; I don't think that

was accurate, but that was the number that was used,
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and I was trying to find out what kind of water this
was, and I was told, you know, industrial waste water,
and that the state has to decide whether or not to let

them dump it.

(Continued on Page 44.)
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Q From whom were you trying to find this
information?
A From Milne and Critchlow, and apparently

there is a waste discharge permit, and this involves
EPA and the state DER, and because it is industrial
waste water, it has oﬁhc: things in it; the State
is supposed to give permission in that it also has
some radicactivity in it, and at the time it was
clear to ;c that ‘the State in fact had to decide
whether or not to discharge this water. The number
that was mentioned was 400,000 gallons.

Q When you first heard of it, was the
guestion whg:he: they could dump it or was the
dump already under way?
A The dump had started and stopped, and my
understanding is that it had been stopped by the
State. .

Q Where did you get that understanding?
A I got that understanding from Milne; then
later on, I got the impression it really hadn't
been stopped by the State but had been stopped
by the NRC, and it was to remain a confusing point

about who had the authority to start or stop all

through the night, right throcugh the very end,
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wrich was around midnight or later.
Q From whom did you get the impression’

that the NRC had stopped it?
A I don't even remember that now, Critchlow, who
has got a very strong newspaper background, spent
SOme years as a reporter f;r the PHILADELPHIA
INQUIRER, and I both said, "400,000 galleons, that
is a lead }inc for every paper in the conntry.
How long has this been going on?"

Then it turned out that the State
Department of Environmental Resources pecople had
known about this since 10:30 in the morning, about
the starting and stopping o it.

-I should interject that there are now
today documents as to these times, anéd the documents
are really quite different. What I am trying to
tell you is what I remember having known at the
time. Okax?

Q Right.
A And I said, "You got to issue a press
release that you are going tc dump it," and
Critchlow said, "Well, you know, do ycu have to
dump it?" And I said, "I deon't know whether you

have to dump it or not. What is the problem?"
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"Well, the Governor is on a radio or
tclcvi}ion show tonight and got another one
tomorrow morning, and if we issue the press
release everybody is going to ask him about it,
and he doesn't even know about any of this,"

So I said, "well, you know, if the State stopped
the dischar;c earlier in the day, I guess the
State coul§ stop £t agaia. I don't know what
the rules are."

"Milne, you are with the JER. Wha-+
are the rules?? He sort of thinks you could
stop. "Talk to the Governor and tell him what is
going on to begin with, and take the draft of
the press release, and call up my people in
Washington to see what they think of it," and
you will ffnd the transcript where we go word
by word over the press release and make changes,
and sometimes there were fcatements in the drafs
that were techniially just cut and out wrong, and
at other times I felt our pecople in Washington
were trying to say something in a way that would
have been misunderstocd, and argued about what
kind of wording it should be.

Q With whom were you speaking?
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A Mr. Fouchard, and with technical pecple
whose voices I didn't know. Most of the
people in Washington I hardly ever talked to on
the telephone. Denton's voice and other people's
voices, they didn't become familiar., I probably
talked to Stéllo once or twice, and Vollnot; I
didn't even know who Vollmer was, but there were
some voices there, you know, who were == we got
©n a speaker box there, and I went through line by
line, and scribbled in, anc since Milae was the
author of this, anéd he was getting it back, and
it looked like the heavy handéd of a copy editor
had gone through it. It was disconcerting,

This is what w; recommend, but it is your press
release.

They did in fact accept some of our
recommendations and rejected others, and what
eventually came out was an amalgam, ard some of the
technical things were just out and out wrong on it.

Q How long did the process take to get
cut the press release?
A It took until after midnight. The press release
wasn't the only proklem. The problem that was going

on, and this is the first time I gradually metamorphized
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out of my role as a Public Affairs and liason
person with the State.

The question was whither the Governor
could stop it or not, and he would periodically
call Critchlow, and it gradually, very gradually
became apparent as the evening got later, that the
Governor really had no cheoice, until finally, and
I am guessing, the time was like 10:00 or 10:30
at night that Critchlow accepted the fact that the
Govo¥no: had neo choice, and was waiting for him
to get off so he was going to tell him that I said,
you've got to tell him I am now told by my people
in Washington that, and I tBink in .this case I
remember it was Stellc who told me -- okay == the
darn thing is going to overflow if we don't dige
charge. Those tanks are going to overflow and
going to go down the floor drains and going to
have » mess, and who knows what is going to gc
intq the river.

I said, if that is the case, you've
got to tell the Governor that he doesn't really
have a choice because the pclitical conseguences
for leaving him to think that he could stop it

©or not stop it, those are pretty severe, Here =«
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& new Governor in for a few months, and who would
expect that he would be in this situation,

Q So there was no dump ongoing, and the
question of can we or can't we ==
A There was no dump oengoing. I didn't pay
attention to the original starting and stopping of
the dump, ého 40,000 gallons; :ﬁat is the other
part of the story. A reporter for the NEW YORK
TIMES by éhc name of Richard Lyons had come to
me late afternoon before I knew any of this and
said there is a rumor flocating around that there
is a lot . cof water in the containment and they
are just going to dump it into the river, hundreds
cf thousands of gallons, and I said, I don't believe
it. The water has to be too radicactive, and nobody
is going to dump i* into the river. I haven't heard
that from anébody, but I will check it out,

I called up somebody, "Where are these
hundreds of thousands of gallons in containment?
Are }ou thinking of dumping this in the river
for some reason?"” There must be a tape recording
of it somewhere, that the response was horror,
ne, ncbody was going to dump that because I had

Not yet heard the term industrial waset. water
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at that hour of the day. I didn't even know what

it was, and then Richard Lyons said, okay, and

went off. Then after I got this draft of the

press release and realized what was goeing on, I

said, there is Dick Lyons azd I told him there

wasn't

going to be any dumping, and it wouldn't

make any difference what 400,000 gallons we are

going to talk about. I have every reason to believe

that, you know, that you are not going to dump that

water, and so I said to the secretaries in Critchlow's

office, "I really wculd like to get hold of Dick

Lyons.

You have no idea where he might be?"

They said, "Sure, we think he is eating

Over at the Italian restaurant == " I will remember

the name later. The most famous one which is a

couple of blocks from the Capitol. ™Just on the

chance he is there, call over there and see if

you get him on the page,” and sure enough on the

Page comes Dick ~-Lyons, and I said, "Dick, I

found out they are dumping some water, and dumped

about 40,000 gallons, and the thing has stopped.

I didn't want youste think that I was wisleading

you."”

"I don't care. What is this 40,000
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gallons? That is not reactor containment water,
is ie2?2*

"No, something they :called industrial
waste water.,"

"Okay,” and he went back to whatever
he was doing, and I went back to whatever I was
doing, and then qradual;y around 1l0:00 o'clock or
so.on it got to be very cobvious that the story
was changing drastically, and the Governor had
no c£oicc. Critchlow was teed off, and I was
furious about the fact that this whole thing had
chanced in this way, and suddenly got to the point
where I very arbitrarily said, "Well, if you are
going to dump water, you can't dump the water and
not let the Governor know abcocut it when he is on
a radio or television show and got another one
coming up tomorrow," and I talked to somebody in
Washington, and you will find the transcript that
says, "You've got to wait until the Governor knows
Qhat is going on," and Stellc or somebody said,
"Okay, we will hold up until we hear from yéu, but
we can't hold up forever."”

Finally, Critchlow getting the Governor
the press release -~ the version being distributed,
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and saying to ‘the Governor, here is the situation,
and telling the Governor that in fact ‘he dcesn't
have any choice, that the damn thing is going to
overflow, and I am on a phone with people in
Washington, and they have got a line to the control
room and sayinq, "I have got an open line down
here, and a; soon as you tell me that it is ckay
to start dumﬁinq the water, I am going to call
the control room." And he calls and says, "“Okay,
start. The Governor knows he can't do anythingj
about it anyway except to cause a worse situation,
s0 it is really not in my hands."

Q Who called the control room and said

go ahead?
A Somebody down at the Headgquarters said

they had an open line to the control room. I
am guessing it was Stello. I didn't know the
voices.
There was another guestion going on,
and that was largely of my making. This problem
Qas largely of my making, and also had to be
dealt with. I am in Region I and know about the
Beaver Valley and the discharge from Beaver Valley
and a whole lot of mayors down river wheose communities
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take their drinking water, who got very upset, and
were given the choice of closing the water intakes.
Here we have had a serious accident, and said to
Milne, as the evening wore on, "I want assurances
that you are going to notify the mayors downstream
that the release is going on, is going to be
startod; and that you give thum enough time to
decide whether or not they want to call up their
water treatment plant t.at is taking the water out
©f the river, and check the intakes. This is
something they can easily do. And when they have
chemicul spills and other things, they know how
to do this."

And he said, "Yes, we will. We are
going to be in touch with them and going to notify
them." And { believe they did. I have every
reason to belicve they actually did that within
a half hour or so that they issued the press release,

Q Was it your sense that this release
of 400,000 gallons of water, or whatever would
be untreated wculd be just a raw ==
A I was assured that it was low level radio=-
astive, was from showers and laundries and
Unit 1 fuel ocutage, and well within the release
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limits ©of NRC; no technical problems.
The only problem was the number, 400,000,
in the headline. It was never in my perception
a health problem.

Q Did you perceive that it could have
caused difficulties for any of the downstreanm
public water supplies?

A Only political difficulties. How does the
mayor explain that somebody sent it his way and

he d;dn't know, and the local news media would
call up, "Were you ever informed?" Every time

a licensee has an event today, and something
happened, the reporter asked, "Did the company
inform you?" Reporting and failure to report has
gotten to be a real big thing, not only in our
business, but in lots of other government agencies,
and the pollficians and other public people now
know that they are going to be asked, were they
infqrncd. and they like to be in the position of
saying, "Yes, I know all about it, anA we reviewed
it, and this is what we are going to do,"” and to
be insensitive to that need, I think is just to

be clumsy, and I think that that need was met and

I was assured by Milne that they had done that, and
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I think they did.

Q You heard nothing more of that whole
guestion since Thursday? -
A The only thing I heard is the aftermath of
the NEW YORK TIMES' reporter's displeasure with
the fact that he was done out of a big story,
because by iho time the press release was issued,
his last deadline -- not really his last, but the
main deadline had passed and everybody else had
the story, and he thought he had an inside track
on it, and he said some words -- I have known this
guy since the space shot for 15 years, and he said,
"I am never going to talk to you again," and so
on and so forth. "I am never going to trust you
again, I am never going to trust the NRC again,"”
and all that kind of stuff,

Now that the investigations have been
done and the things didn't happen in the times and
gquantities under the situations we thought at the
time, I would have misled him just as much as if
I had told him in the middle of the evening that
they were going to discharge 400,000 gallens,

because in fact, it never happend. They did dis-

charge a lot of water, but no where near that,
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160 or 170 over a2 period of thoee days. I dida't
understand even at the end of that night where ‘he
hell this water was from that they were talking
about, although I do understand now, but it was
an acrimonious experierce, and that is why the
details are fixed in my mind.

| Q Were there any other events that

occurred on Thursday that are worthy of note?

A Nothing that I can remember.
Q When did you finish working on Thursday?
A The press.conference was kind of late, and I

then went back down to the 6€fice. This all
blended together. There was the press conference
that *~ok a little chunk of time == I don't remember
exactly. It is sort of my recollection that the
Press release went about 12:15 and 12:30 a.m. and
about a guarter to 1:00, Lyons showed up smoking
from every pore, and I precbably left there == I
know when I left there, I left there and went
back to the éa:agc where I parked my car and found
the garage was locked, and I had to walk back to
the hotel from the garage, 1% 1:00 or 2:00 o'ecloeck,
whenever that municipal parking garage closes, but

I couldn't get my car. All my stuff was in the
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car there. I had to go to the hotel rocom and had
to back the next morning after 6:00 a.m. After
that, I didn't park in the garage, but left it
in the hotel, but it was in the early hours of
the morning.

Q We can take a five-minute break or ==
A Ves,

(Whereupon, a recess was taken.)

(Continued on the following page.)
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Q When we took our recess, we had finished
discussing the events of Thursday, the 29th.

A Right.

Q Let us move on, then, to Friday morning
of the 30th. What was your first involvement that day?
A T think I probably got to Critchlow's office
around 7:30 6: so, and for the first hour or so, the
few calls that came in =-- there was one thing I had
not pointed out.

I am very conscious of my communications on
the telephones in Critchlow's office, but it is a
fact that a lot of people came in there to talk
to me. First of all, th:re was a state press gallery
there, and in between the press ccnferences and
other things, lots of reporters from the radio and
television stations, radio people, came in, did radio
interviews, r;pcrters working on background would
ask, "Explain to me what a pressurizer is,"” and that
kind of stuff, which is mostly what I did. I spent a
lot more time giving out background information than
I d4i2 hard news.because I didn't have very much of it;
that was the plain hard fact. I did that for the
€irst hour on Friday morning and then began gradually

to be aware that as I tried to call either Philadelphia
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or Washington, I was beginnirg to get more and more
busy signals, not the number I was calling, but on
the lines.

Q What did that mean to you?

A The phone system was being .,aturated. The
situation turned out to be a kind of interesting
one, and I started to go intc this with Rubin and
with Sandman, and I didn't describe it very well.

It was, I think, an attempt on Critchlow's
part to save some money, knowing I was going to be
returning a lot of long-distance calls from all
over the country, that he gave me a couple of WATS
lines, and I discovered that I could get to places
through the WATS line that I couldn't get to on the
normal line, and sc¢ then I gradually realized, some-
time between 8:0C and $:00 »

The otho} thing that I gradually became aware
of, because Critchlow called it to my attention, was
that he was getting information of a very high
roloa;c at the site, and I hada't heard anything
about that, and I was getting numbers, including
the number of 1200 millirem, as 2 measurement
off-site, which I simply couldn't believe.

Q Where were you getting thcse numbers?
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A From Critchlow. 1In fact, let me point cut a
couple of things here that is very important. When
Sandman and Rubin were here toward the end of their
eight~hour interview, they threw at me a piece of
transcript, portiors of a couple of transcripts, and
they asked me where I got some information that I
was obviously reporting to Washington, and I looked
at it in silence for a long time because I didn't
have any recollection of the conversation at all,
but more than that, and this was a conversation at
92:09 a.m. on Friday. I couldn't in my wildest dreanms
ever remember saying such a thing.

What I have here is Channel 7 of the master
tapes of the.Washington Communications Center, and
I listened to these tapes again three weeks agc, tweo
weeks ago. When I was in Washington, I went over one
night to list;n tc thenm, and the time ¢t at I have
written on them of 9:09 a.m. comes from the time

that is automatically recorded on the tapes and

displayed on the digital clock hat goes as you listen

to the ==
MS. MCE: 9:097?
THE WITNESS: Yes, on Priday.
Q May I have a gquick review of that before
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A (Eanding.) By all means. What you see in
typewriting is how it was handed to me, and what
you see in red ink is really on the tape. There are
two or three comparable transcripts that will make
this point very well.

&a. PEARSON: O0Off the record.

(Discussion held off the record.)

MR. PEARSON: Back on the record.
A On the second page of this three-page segment,
which has a number 03-259-CH7-5-PD-2 at the top, I
was asked by, I think it was Dave Rubin, as I 2. myself
repeating a number, 1200 millirems per hour, ind 4
am telling scomebody at headguarters that number, "Where
did I get that f:-om?" and I said, "I don't have any
idea where I got that from." And I read the transcript,
and there was nothing in the transcript that clarified
that guestion, and we left the guestion up in the
air, bnt I now know, having listened to the tape, that
I said at the time that the Governor's =-- and you
wiil see in the transcript that the line is broken
off there on this page that I have idantified. "The
Governor's press secretary tore in here and said" =--

it was the Governor's press secretary who gave me the
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information that he was getting, that the Governor
vas getting, and Civil Defense people talking about,
and you see it says right here the measurements being
reported by Civil Defense are 1200 MR per hour. This
is what the Governor was getting, and I was passing
it on to, I think it was Fouchard, or somebody at
headguarters, and that is where I got all this was
£rom Critchlow. He had come upstairs and said, "we
are getting these reports and so on," and I was
passing this on to headguarters, to make them, number
one, aware that this was going on, that the Civil
Defense pecple were calling the Governor and to
also make them aware, as Critchlow was aware, that
a number of 1200 MR per hour off-site has got to
be a hell of a serious problem.

At the time that this discussion was going on
and implied i; it was the fact that both headguarters
and I knew, because I called at some point earlier
out to the trailers. By that time I had a number
for a trailer, and what I was being told was 25-30
MRs were the highest number, and suddenly comes 1200.

Q Let me interrupt vou for a moment.

MR. PEARSON: 1In order to make sure,

the statement to which Mr. Abraham previously
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referred is on Page 2 of this document near

the bottom of the page, where he has inked ia

five words, "press secretary tore in here,"

and I would 1like to have this document

designated as Deposition Exhibit No. 2.

Q Let me ask vou one question as part of
entering this exhibit into the deposition.

Aftc:_hoa:ing the tape, are you convinced in
your own mind <“hat this is an authentic transcript of
the cénvorsation which actually occurred at 9:09 a.m.

that morning?

A Well, I think “gat with the stuff that is inked

in, it is a lot closer, but I d&id listen in a hurry.
I have a copé of that conversation. I have played it
a couple of times. It is not as good as the original
but pretty good. I would say that is a reasonably
close word-£for-word representation of what was said.
MR. PEARSON: With that, let us enter it
into the deposition as Exhibit 2.

Transcript of a portion of a conversation
beginning at 9:09 comprising three pages, the
£irst page of which is headed "03-259-CE7/25~-
PD-1," here in marked Abraham Depcsition

Exhibit 2 for identificatiorn, this date.)
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MR. PEARSON: Off the record.
(Discussion held off the record.)

Q Let me double back so I am clear on the
facts as they relate to this conversation.

You have indicated that originally you heard
the 1200 number from Mr. Tritchlow himself, although
you are conpiiing that statement from a review of this
transcript?'

A From listening to the tapes. I don't really ==
you asked me before to indicate what I remembered, and
I don't remember.

Q Fine.

A Buf I have heard nmy own veoice, and I believe the
tape is really the substance of that conversatior. .

It is a good representation. I don't reject it, and

I think the tape makes clear what I said and why I
said it, and where I got the information £rom.

Q To your recéllection, and I guess you do
not recollect it, so I cannot ask that guestion, but
to yogz unders* .inding ==
A I do remember this, though: That was the first
time that day that I had heard that number.

Q And ; ur understanding was that it was an

off-site reading?
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A Oh, yes, ves, and I know why.
Q Could you reccllect ==

A I know why I thought that, and I do recollect.

I couldn't see a whole bunch of Civil Defense people
swarming on-site, site access was difficult, and
couldn'c see Civil Defense pecple getting numbers
there, "and that was the impression, that they were
getting numbers.

> was.told by somebody on=site, but I felt
that that number was being used as though it were
an off-site number.

Q Do you recall if you made any telephone
conversations after receiving word from Mr. Critchlow
as to the 1200 reading prior to this telephone call?
A I don't recall any; that is why I say it is my
recollection that this is the first time I got to deal
with then. Th;re were several immediately afterward.

o) This is your first immediate response
to that new information?

A .It was to make headguarters aware because
Critchlow said, "If we aren't getting some, start
getting some accurate, up-tc-date information from

the NRC, who else can we get it from?"™ And I told

him I would 4o my best to clarify it.
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Q That last statement was your recollection
based on the tape?
A My reading of the tape, and my belief that that
is exactly what happened, yes.
Q Do you have any recollection from the event
itsel® as to the reaction at headguarters after you :

placed this call? Did they think it was new informa-

tion? Were they surprised, or have you no recollection

of that?
A No.
Q No recollection?
A No, although one would surmise from the voice

that I heard in the background, which is not in the
original t:an;cript, that somebody somewhere said,
"I¢'s true, I guess,” you know, and here is another
seconéd important point I waant to make. & spend 20
years as a nc;;papcr reporter, and in the NRR and AEC,
my job was to handle ianformation, and when somebody
says, "I guess," that is practically saying, "I don't

xnow." When scmebody says, "I guess,” thai means
they don't really know, and I want to be cautious about
who I pass that informatio on to, and I say you are

welcome to listen to the tapes. I think it is very

clear, and I think that view was one I had all that
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morning until a much later conversation, where I was
told the Chairman is going to call the Governor, and
they are going to talk about it, and at that time,
which was some hours later, I felt they had a handle
on what was going on: that view was confirmed by
another transcript of a conversation that I want to
talk about, ;hich is also a piece of a transcript that
was brought by two members of the Commission that
visited nc..

Q You have noted on Page 2 that one of the
participants in that conversation was Mr. Fouchard.
A There I recognized his voice.

Q You are certain from listening to the
tapes that it was Mr. Fouchard?
A He asked me, "Where did Civil Defrse get the
1200 number?"™ It sounds tc me like Fouchard. I am not
a voice analy;t, but it sounds to me like Pouchard.

MS. MOE: That is Mr. Fouchard, yes.

Q After this conversation, what did yeou do?
A I waited for the pecple in Washington to get
back to me with some statements as to what this
meant sco that I could pass it on to the Governeor's

press secretary, and the third reascn I am referring

to this: This makes a turning point in ay role, and
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at that point, the flow of information to the Governor's
Office really being hindered by the physical communi~-
cations links being saturated -~ the telephone system
being saturated, and by listening a little bit later
and listening to the radio =-- playing the radio inte
the telephone to keep the circuits open =-- constantly
the phone company asking people not to make calls; the
phone system was saturated, very guickly being
apparent -~ I don't know if we discussed it in so
many words with Fouchard, and to start a baciup for
communications. The person using the office to clip
newspapers, his name was Rcnald, I impressed him in
the service as a runner when I had messages to send
down to Critchlow == then operating not in his offices,
but in the Governor's suite. I would write things out,
and he would take things down to Critchlow, and
sometimes answers can; or not, depending on information.

This was all getting to be a real problem, and
I wanted to be deoing something different than public
atfai¥s. Don't give me news media calls and shut ay
office from the news media for hours and h~-uirs, tele~-
phone~-wise, but I did have occasionally reporters come
in and visit me and reflected con the tapes I was

talking to reporters, and at one point headguarters,
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and somebody asked if the reporter can hear this
because what they wanted to do was to get to the
Governor first.

MR. PEARSON: Off the record.

(Discussion held off the record.) '

MR. PEARSON: Let us go back on the rcco:d:

Q Prior to this brief recess, I asked you

what you 4id after the first conversation, which is
a rofcttnco.to Deposition Exhibit 2, and you said you
bcqan'vaitinq to be called by headgquarters. Why don't
you proceed #ith the story from that point’
A Well, a few minutes went by, and now in recon-
structicn, I guess, about 14 or 15 minutes, and somecone
from th: state again came into my office =-- I don't
remember whether it was Critchlow again, or it could
have been Roland Page, or could even have been Dave
Milne, but pcéﬁle were coming’in giving me statements
and asking me questions, and so on, and in connection
with that, and this is a piece of transcripi.. the actual

piece of transcript that was given tc me a few weeks

-— -—

age when I was interviewed by two members of your staff,
Rubin and Sandman. They gave this to me. They asked
me to read it and asked me to explain why I said what

I said. One of them wrote

I
o

the right hand coluan,
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"?Why?" and handed it to me that way.

MR. PEARSON: Let us enter it into the
deposition as Deposition Exhibit No. 3. It
is a three-page document pPurporting to represent
two separate conversations, one beginning at
9:23, and the other at 9:35, and at the top of
the fi;st ©of the three Pages, which are stapled
together, are the following numbers:
03-o1§-ca 2/20-sw=12. Let us mark this as
Deposition Exhibit 3.

(Above~-described document herein marked
Abraham Deposition Exhibit 3 for idontifiqa:icn,
this date.)

(Continued on Page 71.)
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Q With respect to Deposition Exhibit 3,
have you heard the tapes that correspond with this
transcript?
ks Yes, I have,and I have also, in connection with
the 3:23 conversation, which represents the first
two pages of this, just three da&s ago, asked snomeone
else at our h:adquarters, Mr. Joe Hegner, who is
in the office, the Executive Cffice for Operations
Support, t; listen to this same tape, anéd to give me
his transcript of the conversation as he hears it,
and that I did, on the basis of having asked that
day to have the tape played from the machine into
the tnlephone, and listening to it here in ny office,
and heasing ﬁhinqs on it that I felt were substantially
different than the words in the transcript that I was
asked to identify by your staff.

They qa;e this to me, and they particularly
pointed out the second page c¢f this transcript, and
they asked me to expliin what appears to be, but in
tact.is not, the suggestion that we attempt to conceal
information that we have-and that we believe %o b;
correct information.

There is a very long silence on their tape

—

when they gave this to me to read. I said I dida't

SBENJAMIN REFORTING SegrRVICE

- — e —— - p—— - - —



L]

10
11

16

17

18

19

Abraham 72

recollect the conversation. I said it doesn't really

nake any sense, and I ¢

ouldn't imagine in my wildest

dreams making the statement taat they believed I had

made, that in one breath I told them to try to cover

up some information, an

d in the very next sentence ‘.

told them that the news is on its way out. It is

insane, and I wrestled with this problem between ﬁhoiz

visit and the 13th of August, and I finally decided

that not oniy didn't it make any sense, but it was

altoqitho: out of character to do that, and I asked

to have the tape played, and I think it was very clear

that what I was doing was informing headquarters of

the additional develcpment that not only Civil Defense

pecople brought information to the Governor that the

Governor wanted to evaluate and have confirmed or

denied by our own pecople, but that in fact, this is

already out to the news media, and that in place of

the phrase, as contained in the coriginal transcript

(Indicating),

that Civi

l Defense people who are in

touch with the news media "have indicated that the

story they are getting now is that there is an unplanned

and so far uncontrolled release,” and that in fact

what I said is, "These

whom are also in touch

e —— -

BENJAMIN
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Civil Defense pecple, some of

wish news media, have indicated
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that the story is getting out that there is an unplanned

and so far uncontrolled release.”

Q I think you have changed or inserted in
your own handwriting words to make that correction
within the transcript.

A That is correct, and I think that is self-
cxplanltory.:und I was telling headguarters, as I
would all through the morning, as I felt it was a
valuable thinq to do, and they encouraged me to do
that. I wanted to tell them what the pecple in the
area were learning, what they were finding cut about,
and how they were reacting. I reported news radio
broadcasts, reported the Civil Defense siren geoing
©off, and eventually why it was going off, and a2 number
of other things, and if you listen to the conversation
on Channel 7, which is the channel I ultimately kept
open for hours: you will find me on occasion asking,
"Should I let the phone go?" and "Should I discontinue
this and go back to what I would normaliy 40," which
is to.rcspond to the news media.

They said, "No, keep the channel open and stay

there,” and so I continued to act as a backup com-

munications link between the Governor's press secretary,

who was bringing me things that the Goveranocr had an
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interest in, and pecple in Washington, and what I was
doing was actinc as an answering service, in effect,
which has no special glamor attached to it, but seemed
at that point to be very necessary.

But the point I am trying to nakp with this
transcript was that I can certainly understand why
anybody reading the original version of the transcript
could believe why I wvas trying to do something improper.
The actual ;.11 was clear an unambiguous. What it
clearly says is that the Governor is still saying he
doesn't have enough information to make a decision,
but expects to have it very soon, but the news of
something qo;nq on is already getting out, that the
Civil Defense pecple are in touch with the news media,
and that we should make our pecple aware that the
news is getting out, not of the 1200 MR per hour =-=- we
did that cn:li;r = and at this point, and I think it
is a very important point to make, the time of this
conversation is 9:35 a.m, =-

Q That is the second of the two conversations?
A No == I am sorry; you are right.

At 9:23 a.m., at the time of this conversatioen,
it was still my belief that this whole thing was a

misunderstanding, that somebody watc talking about
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some place off-site where ther: were 1200 MR per hour.

Q You thought the reading was not true?
A No reason to believe it was true.
Q Let me ask you one further gquestion on

the transcript, just for the record.

Is it your statement that the transcript, as
it has now been modified by red ink insertions in
your handwriting, is an accurate statement or
accurate recount of the actual conversation?
A ‘tt is very, very accurate in part, and I have
ancother document here, and that is the listening to
this same original tape by Mr. Hegner, and the memo
that he just sent tk» 15th of August, in which he
has typed out that portion of the transcript which
directly contains the information that I was gqQuestioned
about b your staff, and I think in place of =-- I do
not have :his.tapc on my recording here, and in place
©of it, I asked him to send this to me, and I think
that they both represent-an accurate portrayal of
what was in that telephone conversation.

MR. PEARSON: Perhaps we should enter
the second document alsc into the dsposition.

A (Continuing.) I have a copy of that, and there

is the other one for which you are going tc make me

BENJAMIN REPORTING SERVICE



M

10
11
12

14

15

16

17

18

19

Abraham 76

some copies. (Handing.)

A

MR. PEARSON: The next deposition exhibit,
which would be No. 4, is a memorandum froam
Joe Hegner to Karl Abraham, dated August 15,
1979, and the subject is "March 30, 1979
conversation between J. Fouchard and K.
Abraham,” and attached to this cover page is
a trag:cript of the conversatioa itself, and
I would like that mar. d as Depositien
Exhibit 4. — ‘-.

(Above~-described document herein marked
Abraham Depositicn Exhibit 4 for identification,
this date.)

Now, there is one more point ==

MS. MOE: Do you want to clarify that

Mr. Eegner listened to this from the original

tape in Washington?

There is one more peint that I would like to

make in connection with this exhibit, which is the

conversation at 9:0°2 a.m. (Indicating Exhibit 2.)

It provides the basis, when reflected aq;inst'

the latter conversations, of my belief that at that

Lhour and for some time thereafter, headguarters pecople

that I was talking to in these :onversationms could
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not tell exactly what the significance of the 1200 MR
per hour was.

On Page 2 of Exhibit 2, I am asked =-- keep in
mind, now, I am sitting in the coffice of the Governor's
press secretary, not at the site; I have no instruments,
but I am asked to say, "At what point is it supposed
to be,"” meaning where did the measurements ==

The guestion is, "Where did Civil Defense get
the 1200 nuibc:?'

And then there is a voice in the background, and
then the voice that says, "What pecint is it supposed
to be?” And I say, "They got that number £from the
plant officials that called them,"” meaning that is
what I have been told, meaning that the Civil

Defense, I am informed =--

Q Where are you on the transcript?
A I am riaht here. (Indicating.) Okay?
Q Okay.
A ' "TlLey got that number from the plant official

that called them."

I already said that =-- up at the top of the
page, I already said, "Somebody at the plant has
informed the Civi. Defense pecple that they had

socmetime this morning an uncontreolled relezce,"”
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and so on and so forth. We already established that
this news was brought to me by Critchlow. They are
asking me where did the number come from, and then
a voice I couldn't identify asks me, yelling into
the phone over Fouchard's shoulder, with Fouchard
holding the phone =-- maybe we were on a speaker box:
"Xarl, at what point is that supposed to be? Off-gite,
nearest point?®" And I say, and this is my voice, and |
I have not Qrittcn it in here, but I will if you
like, "I have nc other information than what I've
given you."

And the next sentence indicates it came from
the Governor's press secretary, and I think it is all
very clear what I was passing on to the people; at
that hour, they were not able to confirm or deany. 1In
fact, they didn't seem to have any other information
against which to reflect:this, and if you look at the
other transcripts, in the hour or so feollowing that,
theve is a conversation with Joe Fouchard which says,
in of?oct, "Yes, we are now trying to evaluate this
thing, and we are trying to tell the Governor, -and
we will get back to him as soon as we can, or words

to that effect, so I knew, because I was teld, that

there was no clear agreement; there was no understanding;
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there was no knowledge; it was not a fact that anybody
knew where this 1200 MR was, and it was my concern that
the number wc .14 be taken as an off-site reading,
when all I knew was that this was way, way too high
for an off~-site reading, that I was expressing, you
got to let people know that this was getting out in
the news nedia because the guestions I was always
getting from the news media, 'Wﬁat is the area of
highest :isk?' "Wwhat have ycu measured in this
community?" or "What pavc you measured in that community?®”

That was the mindset of the community, if you
will, and I knew that that that must be how many of
then were interpreting this.

Q There is one thing I am a little unclear
about. I thought earlier you sail, when you got the
information from Critchlow, you were told that this
was cff-gite.

A That was a surmise. I was not told == he wanted
to know what it meant. I surmised that it was an off-
site reading because of the relation to Civil Defense
pecple, because I had "' no knowledge or couldn't
envision Civil Defense pecple being on the site under
an emergency situation. Their job really igs off-gite.

They all had survey instruments, But weuldn't be
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on-site to make surveys; it would be out in the
communities.

Q So that your knowledge is as reflected
in the 9:09 conversation, as reflected in Deposition
Exhibit 2?7
A Yes, and the phrase that I cuess was heard in
the background tipped me off right away that there
wasn't any clear knowledge in Washingten, either,
about what ﬁhat number meant and where it came from,
and whether it was believable.

o} This 9:23 confersation reflected in

Deposition Exhibit 3, who placed this call?

A I placed all the calls.
Q You placed the call?
A I think I placed all the calls. It says

"Operations Center, Ward speaking,” and then I, "This
is Xarl Abraham. I need to speak to Joe Fouchard."

Q By this time,did ycu get any response from
the Incident Response Center tc respond to your first
call ;: 9:09?

A No, nct that I recall, and I have got a =-- these
are my own notes of the log kept by his secretary of
the conversations that involved me, and there doesn't

seem to be any cther conversaticns. The next
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conversation after 9:23 was not until 9:34, and that
is the third page of that exhibit. Indicating
Exhibit 3.)

Q What happened, if you know, if anything,
between the 9:23 conversation and the 9:35 conver-
sation?

A At that time, I was still heping that I could
get a call through when I wanted to because of the
WATS line. It wasn't until a little later that even
that chan to be a little difficult, not because I
couldn't get the call through, but because when the
operator at headguarters responded to the call, she
would put me on "hold,"” and that inflicted dcaé air
space on tho.telophonc. and there appears to be a
sampling mechanism in the telephone cizrcuits which
says if you don't hear anything on the line, vacate
the line; I kept gct;ing disconnected automatically,
and it was getting to be a problem until £inally,
and there is a transcript where I talked to Ward or
sonc#ody there about it, and having this preoblem,
and he sajd, "I am having it, too." He said, "Keep
talking."

"No, I am going tc play a radiec .rzo the

telephone because that noise will keep t%e line going. "
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Once I hit on that scheme, which was a little
after this, that line went on fcor hours. They put
me on Channel 7, and I think there are hours' werth
of conversations, beginning about 1l o'clock and
running well on into the afterncon.

Q Is the next event that you then recall
on Friday nc:;inq the conversation of 9:35?

A Yes, the nex: n.e after 9:23 is 9:35. I don't
really recall it, but that is the next transcript I
found, and it was logged in the log, and I think I
listened to that tape, and I probably have it on my
copy here.

Q We have the copy of the transcript, so
unless there iz something you would like to comment
on with respect to that conversation itself, we will
simply proceed on to the next event.

Is there anything you would like to comment on?
A Only to point out that where again I seem to
be repeating what I said earlier, "The Civil Defense
people say tliey're getting information from the plant
saying th~.t the radiation releases are high and that
they should consider starting immediate evacuation.”

That was, again, report from Critchlow's

staff or somebody from that group coming to me and
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2 Xkeeping me aware of what the Governor is getting from

3 the Civil Defente peocple, and my saying, "Our people

4 tell me that the highest reading they've gotten at a
(T 5 point across the river, a sample that is 30 MRs per

6 hour."

7 I am not sure that that is accurate because I

8 wouldn't refer to a measurement of 30 MRs per hour

9 as a sample. A sample usually implies a liguid or

10 soil or sinﬁly a wipe, and these measurements are

11 being made with direct measuring instruments, I know=-

12 I have not identified =-- I didn't take the time to

13 identify these voices, and I don't recocllect now who

14 they are, but I believe this is my voice, and I want

15 to point that'ont.

16 Q Which is your voice?

17 A (Indicating.) This one. I will write it in

18 here. I beliéve it is mine. If you want to play

19 that tape, we can all listen to whether it is my

20 voice or not, but I think this is. I believe that

2l thil‘is my voice == okay.

MS. MOE: The part that you are identifying

23 as your voice begins, "Hur people tell me that
24 the highest reading they've gotten..."
25 A I will put a guestion mark there. I think it
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is my voice.

MR. PEARSON: For the rec 1, this will
be on the 9:35 conversation that is part of
Deposition Exhibit 3, and whoever looks at the
transcript will note that his name has been
inked in in red with a guestion mark to the
left of his name.

A The reason I point this out if that I have

been saying all along that I believed the highest
number that anybody at the NRC told me about right
across the river from Trailer City was 30 MR per hour
at 9:35 a.m., as reflected in the conversation, and
this is the proof of this == when Critchlow and his
people and sﬁch reporters as I talked to, and those
who walked in on the telephone asked me, you know;
everybody was becoming aware that there was a release

going on. Theé radio broadcasts I heard soon after

this conversation, in fact, had a reporter interviewing

a Civil Defense guy and saying there has been a release
and éettinq high levels and soc on, but the number I
had at that point that I felt I could have some
confidence in, because it was a number that came
£rom our environmental measurements people in our

trailer out at Trailer City, was 30 M7, and I was
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asked by your two people, Rubin and Sandman, what I
believed. Off-site, I said I believed the worst was
30 MR, and I think this is the documentation of the
fact that that was my though+*

(Continued on Page 85,
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Q During this time were you receiving
information from any sources with respect to what
NRC Bethesda was doing with this information?

A No, except that I had a general perception
that there must be an awful lot of reporters hanging
around the Public Affairs office.

Q Were you discussing with Mr. Critchlow
at that point, or with any other persons, how the
State miqht‘rcspond with this information?

A No, I think it was just understood that it
they got some numbers that indicated an off-site
problem,” that the Governor was going to have to make
a decision about an evacuation; or some actien,

and that was just implied in everything, and no

~need to discuss that, That was left over from the

discussion from the night before. You asked me
earlier diad I.have aany recollection about whether
there was a discussion of evacuation, or the
regquirements, or the possibility, and I think -
answered that guestion that there was a thought that
we might have to do it, but there wasn't any reason
to believe we would have to do it.

Well, clearly, that situation was not

changed when this 1200 MR thing came along, and
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2:1le 2 I had just surmised, I think correctly, that the
7=-cont.) 3 first time the Governor heard that, he'd say, "Now

4 is the time I am going to figure out what I anm going
£ 5 to do, what I have known since last night that I
6 have to do," and that was known by everybody.

7 Q Your initial reaction to this information
8 was suspicion or disbelief?

9 a Disbelief, just on two accounts: the number;
10 the source §£ information by hearsay was Civil

11 Dcfen;o people, and I didn't have every reason to

12 believe that they really got good measurements from
13 any place on-site =-- thought it was off-site, and

14  said they were told by company officials, and all

15 the numbers i got from my own pecple was it was not
16 even close, not even ballpark.

17 Q Did you share that disbelief with anybody?
18 A Yes, th;t was implied in the earlier conversation,
19 where I said, if I may go back to Page 2 of Exhibit 3,
20 where I am talking about "uncontrolled release from

21 the site, and the best that we can do right now is

2 to make sure they don't use that high 1200 MR per

23 hour number," meaning as an off-site number ocutside

<4 the site.

=S "But I think you have to tell people that this
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news is on its way out,” which means that pecple are
getting =~ tha* it is measurement off-site == that
is not clear from the transcript, but I think it would
be clear from the recording if you listen to it, that
that was understood to be my concern that we would
really be doing something bad to the Public if we led
them to bcliivo that there was some place off-site
that had 1200 MR per hour, and then it turned out it
was just a hisunderstandinq.

Q Did you tell that to the Governor .or
anybody on his staff?
2 I think they understood that I couldn't confirm
the 1200 MR per hour number, and that made it suspi=-
cious, and Critchlow is eminently intelligent i -
to realize that is suspicious as an off-site number.
Q You did not tell Mr. Criéchlov point=blank
that you just ‘did not believe these numbers?
A I don't remember doing that. This is surmise
after the fact, but I think that he must have under-
stood‘that if I thought that was true, I would just

have said to him, "Yes, our peocple tell me they are

getting those kinds of numbers in Middletown, Goldsboro,

Hershey." If I had known == if I Lad information of

my own knowledge that would have allowed me to say
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to Critchlow, I can confirm this, which is what I
knew h; was locking for, because he said so in so many
words in that earlier conversation, "We rave to know
what it is one way or the other,"” it was very clear
that he wanted me to try to clarify it for him =-=- if
I had been able to either say it is just out-and-out
not true, or if I had been able to say, ves, it is
true, I would have thought somepedy in authority would
have toléd y&u by'nov, which is the kind of thing I
would say.

If I had been able to say either one of those
things, I certainly would have said them, but I had
no reason to believe that this number had anything to

do with anything off-site. I didn't know that it was

true. I had no reason to believe it, and I dishelieved

it in that context.

Q pia you have any reason %o think that
Mr. Critchlow would or would not believe that
information, absent some confirmation of it? That ,
may b; a difficult question for you to answer.
A I think politically == "politically” is the
wrong word == if you have tc make a decision and the
only information you have is hearsay and the conse-

quences ©of the decision are geoing to involve many
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thousands of people, I would think that a smart man
will say, I will defer the decision until I get some
better information one way or the other, and I also
just assumed that the Governor's staff is a good
staff, and the Governor is a sharp guy, and I would
have expected him to say, if I have to take an actien
that is going to have an impact on s© many pecple ==
I think that was understood. I don't think anybody
had to say éhat out loud.

'Q After these conversations occurred,
which led us into 9:35 and thereafter on the morning
of Priday, what was the next involvement you had
with respect to the 1200 millirem gquestion?

A I do not have written transcripts to read of
a whole lot of conversations that I had with head-
guarters; between 9:35 and noon, roughly, I had
approxima:cly'12 conversat%cns cf various lengths
on various subjects, for which I have not obtained
any kind of written transcript, but I have recorded
on tape because I wanted to =-- I listened to them.
I went back to headguarters a couple of weeks after
your two cclleagues visited me, and I wanted to see
if my other conversations later on in the morning

would throw any light on the two questions that they
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raised in the pieces of transcript they did give to
me. I have listened to them. I transcribed them
for my own use on a cassette. It is my belief that
anybody who listens to those tapes would say that
they only confirm the way that I am now characterizing
them for you:; that I was passing statements containing
infornation,‘thc credibility of which was usually
unassessed, to headguarters, and that factual
information to the Governor from people at head~-
quarters was going back most of the time through a
different channel.

I was told several times, yes, the Chairman is
going to call the Governor, and it was my understanding
that if the Governor was going to get scme kind of
information, that it would be better to have it
correct, and what I was doing was providing a backup
channel. .

There are conversations where somebody says,
"Can you get a message tc the Governor and tell him
such ;nd such.”™ It is all in the transcripts. I
have no real recollection of any of it, but I do
have it on tape, and it is very clear that that is
what I was doing.

o} I notice that you have in front of you
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a2 notebook where you have listed the different
conversations.

A Yes.

L Would it be possible to get a copy of
that page so our record of the conversations are
the same as yours, and that it then would be clearer
for everybedy's purpose.
A Yes, of course.

I want to make it clear that this page was
written not at the time. This is not a record of
the conversations as I made them; the times that
are indicated are the times that are displayed on
the recording playing device at headqguarters, and
this was a loé I made one night within the last two
weeks when I happened to be visiting Washington for
a deeting.

In fact;] this log was made on the evening of
a oress conference at which the I&E investigation
report was released by Mr. Stellec and his associates.
When ; finished with that early in the evening, before
coming back to Philadelphia, I went back to the
center where these tapes are and spent “hree or
four hours listening to the tapes and making this

copy I have, so whatever the date is, that is the
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date I was listening =-=-

MR. PEARSON: With that stipulation, we
will enter this page in his notebook as
Deposition Exhibit 5. Perhaps at the end
©f the deposition, we can have a photocopy
made of that page, and mark the photocopy as
the actual deposition exhibit.

THE WITNESS: Whichever way you like. I
would iiko to have copies with the exhibit
‘stanps. If you are geing to have copies~made
©of all these, make me a set; then you can have
the originals. These originals came from your
office.

&s. MOE: We can do it now.

MR. PEARSON: May we proceed, even in your
absence?

MS. MOE: Yes. I will just be a minute.

(Randwritten document headed "Tape Log"
herein marked Abraham Deposition Exhibit 5 for
identification, this date.)

Q During this period, which roughly goes
f£rom about nine o'clock in the morning until eleven
o'clock in the morning on Friday the 30th, were you
receiving any information with respect to any
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recommendations for evacuation, or other response
that might have been going on?

A Yes, indirectly. I had one glimpse only, and
again I am now trying to remember a tape that I
heard, of which I don't have a transcript; at least,
I don't think it is included in any of these. This
was a convo:iation much later in the moraning. It is:
one of the tapes that is on this notebook page that
is being cobied. where I am asked by a member of

the Governor's staff, "Is it true that Collins has
recommended an evacuation?"®

And my response, as always, was, "I don't have
any idea, but I will call headguarters and find out,"
and I got hold of somebody on the other end, and I
asked the gquestion, and he turns around and suys,
"Bey, Collins, did you recommend an evacuation?"

And thefe is some answer, I think vou can hear
it on the tape, to the effect that, "Yeah, that is
what I was a.ked to do,"” or "that is what & was
:old‘to do" or "that is what we decided to do," or
something like that, and I said, "Okay."

And I think the person who came in teo get that
was right there with me, and this is memory. How

accurate it is I don't know, but I think that was
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a sufficiently short conversation that that was the
person there, and I think I proibably turned around
and said, "Yes, apparently that is so," or words to
that effect.

Now, I think you may or may not f£ind that
in the transcript because, as I said, the people
who did the transcript apparently jusi . < =cribed
my voice and the person I was going to, but the
background ;tutf -= and the relaving of the message
back to me, I think, can be clearly understood on
the tape.

As best I can recall, that was the only time
that I got into that dir;ctly-

I learned from the news media, and this opens
up a whole new area that your colleagues asked me,
which was how did information get out to the public.

As I heard the radioc broadcast, several broad-
casts, where the Governcr held news conferences,
Reland, the press secretary held news conferences,
and I was constantly being assured that information
was being passed on £from the site, and the release
and what the levels were, and there were discussions
with local officials, regular kinds cf news stuff,

different interviews being spliced in and fed out on
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the air, and so I think that was going on, and Rubin
asked me a couple ¢of weeks age, whatever happened
with the joint information center, which is what we

had that the state was zunning out of the Capitol

with the Governor's press secretary being the principal

spokesman. I didn't thin¥y I ~ould get a better deal
than that.

I said I thought that was fortuitous because
of the nearness of the state Capitol aand the news
mcdil.p:esencc; and I expect we woen't have that kind
of situation again, but that in effect was what was
happening. ©NRC people, and myself in a few cases,
and other people in other cases, were feeding
information go the state, and on throughout the
moerning, updates were being given to the news media,
who, as I understood it == I didn't go down and look
at the operation. but it was in a large waiting room
out in the Governor's 0ffice, with television
cameras set up and radio peocple, anéd pecople were
getting out in froant of the microphone periocdically
and having a2 news briefing and being taped, and
going out on the air, and it sounded to me like it
was pretty up~-to-date information and had the ring

in it 0f consultation with the KRC because they
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started picking up the kind of language that we
continued to use when we talk about these things,
and consultation with Tom Gerusky, who had a man in
+he control room on-site, a technical person he was
getting information from.

+ all sounded to me like this information was
getting out. It wasn't getting out from me because
this was somebody else doing it.

Q Specifically on Friday, did you know of
conversations going on between Governor Thormburgh

and Chairman Hendrie?

. A Yes, I was told at one point in the moraing

that I should send a message down to the Governmor to
expect a call from Chairman Eendrie. They were
trying to get through at this point. We were keeping
the line open. My thought vas, if worse comes to
worst, the Governor could come up in this office

and talk on this line, which is one of the reasons

we were keeping it open. As it turned out, they were
able to get through. I was tocld the Chairman was
taking to the Governor now. I can't tell you the
time right now, but it is easy to £ind out because

it is on the tapes.

Q fou did not participate in and overhear
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the conversations between the two persons?
A No. I was a whole floor away; never moved from
the communications office I was in \

Q Did you get prior notice that the Governor
might issue an evacuation notice to pregnant women
and children within five miles?

A No, noﬁ that I recall, and I don't think it
was anything in these conversations that I recall
either; that the particulars of what the response
would be or what the NRC's recommendation would be
went straight ==- it is still my belief that it went
straight from the Chairman to the Governor.

Q Did you ever receive a responsive call
£rom the NRC,.Bethosda, as you hoped to receive it,

fter you placed the 9:08 telephon. call? You had
hoped to get confirmation with respect to readings.
My guesticn i; with respect.;o whether that confirma~
tion ever arrived.
A I have no recollection that it did. 1If it did,
it is wiped out.

What I was doing was listening to a lot cof radio
news shows. If you listen to the tapes, you can see

me going from station to station to station. Every

+ime there was a news brocadcast about Three Mile
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Island, I turned up the volume, and the guy at the
other end listening a good bit of time, and occasicnally
asking, "Are you still listening?"”

"Yes, still listening."

I thought it was just added infcrmation of what
was going on in town, and I doa't think we will ever
again have a response tc an accident where we won't
have some NRC person at the side of the Governor with
good communications, being able to provide direct
inforﬁation, and I thought that what little I could
do to let the people at headguarters know how the
community was reacting, what the Governor's needs
were, as reflected by the news media, especially
radio, which.is so fast, which is really a good
indicator of a number of things:

"Are you getting close to a paniec?"

"No, you never were."

You will £ind in the transcripts my playing
radio stations, going from station to station, and
thcr; is nothing but music on.

"I haven't heard anything for a while about
Three Mile Island. These pecple can't be very upset,”
or words to that effect. It gave you a real feeling.

Then when the siren went off, there was a lot
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of concern. The pecple in Washington could hear the
siren through my loop. I turned the radio up, and
there is the siren going off, and you could hear the
siren directly. There were windows open.

I thought that provided people in Washington,
even to that limited extent, some capaéity for seeing
what was goiiq on ~.ght in Barrisburg.

They askec  uestions: "What is geing on ocutside?”

I said, "I will look out the window. People
are just walking. Ca;s driving by at normal speed.
There is no traffic jam," and this is a main downtown
intersection.

"I understand some Government employees had
gone home for the day," and that was true that they
did, "and I don't see anything out there, not anything
even like of there were a fire or a hurricane:; nobody
rushing, everybody walking, pecple coming =-=- still
coming into the Capitol Building."

That is good information to have if you want
to know what is geing on with the people. They seemed
at the other end to be very happy to have it.

Q Did you have any inveclvement with the
decision to have Mr. Denton come out, and more or

less take charge on Friday?
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A I am not sure. I ax not sure. At one point,
and this I remember =-- I have not even until Jjust
now, and I never heard this tape or saw the
transcript == I had a conversation with scmebody at
headgquarters where I said, "You've got to get some-
body out here."

I may have said, "You've got to have somebody
of stature, somebody at a high lewel; you got the
Governor to deal with,"” but I don't know what time
of day I said that and I don't know where == that is
not on == I don't think that is on any of these
conversations that I copied, but I made that comment.
It is even possible that I could havg made it the
night beforo.'somewhcte around the long == I don't
remember what day I made it. Obviously, it had
to be before about 2:30 Friday. I was informed
that Fouchard was coming =-- that Denton was going
to-come up. I+ was fairly early, and that was the
feedback I got, that they let me know, and Fouchard
and I talked about who was going to pick him up at
the airport, and shouléd I leave or should someone
from Region I =-- somewhere along the line I said,
we really ought tc have somebody here who has got

some stature or words to that effect. That was a
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purely personal impression, and I can't even remember

why I said it, but I think you will find it somewhere

10
11
12

in the transcripts.

Q Is there anything else that you would like

to add with respect to this 1200 millirem reading
and all of the conseguences that it generated,
because if not, we will simply go forward?

A There is a personal comment I made to your
colleagues and I would like to make now.

- 'Q Okay.

A I said before that I had played some roles,
and I don't mean to imply that I had served in sone
ways that I had not‘anticipa:od. I am sure that
there are peéple in the news media who felt that I
was purposely, intentiocnally separating myself from
them, denying them access to me beca;se I was trying
to conceal soécthing or stall or so on, but in fact,
I felt that the lack of having anybody else from the
NRC in the Capitol, and in view of the deteriorating
conngnications which I think is pretty well agreed
on, that that posed so great a risk to -- of not
keeping the Governcr and his staff informed of what
there might be to communicate from headguarters,

and it turned out to be precious little, and we all
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agreed that I did not pass on to the Governor much
really significant infeormation, but that was hinde-
sight. I felt that the interest cf the public juse
substantially overrides the interests of the NRC
in being able to say it had a good public affairs
program that day, and that if I had that decision to
make over aq;in. I would make that exactly the same
way.

What I regret is nct yelling in to Washington
t0 get somebody on the helicopter up to the Governor
right then and there at 9:09 in the morning to deal
with directly, you know. I suppose if I had done
that very forcefully, I might well have succeeded
in getting somebody at that hour, but I just didn't
think to do that, but I feltif for some reason there
was.a big misunderstanding, for example, this 1200
MR number, lupioso the Governor decided, "My God, let's
evacuate everybody out to 20 miles," one could calcu~
late the risk of automobile accidents an¢ miscarriages
and all kinds of other 'uings when you evacuate a
wheole bunch of people.

We have hurricane evacuations and other events
like this. 1If it t.rns out to be entirely unnecessary
due to a misunderstanding because we didn't have
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encugh communications and people in the right place,
that would have been horrible; that is not even a
close call. I would make that decision every day in
the week, that the agency, as a whole, has this
responsibility to meeting the news media. We have

a Public Affairs Office in Washington. I did not
know then that a whole news center was in the process
©f being established at East West that afternocon.

I felt that for whatever little contributicn I could
make in this communications process, as great as

the risks involved were for all of the people, or my
position might potentially be, that that wasn't even
a serious consideration, although people have raised

it qftox the fact, you know, but it clearly was a

this line open and make the people in Washington

deliberate decision on my part to pus; for keeping
|
l
aware that there was a way of cetting around the ‘
communications difficulties.

If, in retrospect, it docesn't appear that
there was that much acceomplished, that has neo bearing.
I would have been happy to let someone doc all this
and let me get on with my job. I would have spent

more time getting information from the site and more

time with Region I. I was fully confident that
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Jan Strasner was answering the phones downstairs

and had people helping him getting information from

this room down the hall. The news media were getting

responses; they were team covering the story. b €

a fact was available that could be beijeved, if it

didn't come out in one place, it was bound to come

out in another.

I have had a chance to reread a lot of news

stories written on that day, the next day and there~-

after in the Friday, Saturday and Sunday newspapers,

and it is very clear that all kinds of information

was getting out. There was a chronclogy of the

accident the day after the accident. I think'it

was in the Washington Star. I think it was Fialco,

and it has to
reporting.

I was .
that if there
dig it out.
dricd.uo as a
that is what

from the NRC

be 2 high wate_mar: for enterprise

‘reporter for 20 years. I was confident
was information, that the press would

I was absclutely confident that if I
source, other sources would be open:;

happened. There wasn't anybody else

in the Capitol.

Q Were Messrs. Snyder and Dick Keimig and

Joyner there?
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A They were working all day long.
Q Here at Region I?
A At Region I, and calls being shuttled after

Peter Floyd came from Region I, sat in my office.
Q That function was never disrupted, to
your knowledge?
A I know that it was never disrupted. I did
talk to Jan Strasner somewhere right in there along
the line of "How things are going in Region I?"
"Still getting hundreds and hundreds of calls."
Q On Friday morning, after the focus began
to shift from the 1200 millirem-evacuaticn issue,
did you then resume the more conventional role of
conveying information £from person to person?
A Yes. That is a good guestion. think it
probably took a lot longer in the day for me to find
out what, in éact, was the informational basis for
the actcions taken by the Governor, and what, in fact,
the informaticon the NRC had that it was sure of. I
den't know why I didn't push harder to get a briefing,
but after Denton arrived and held his briefings, I
found out a lot, right when the news media found it

out that night. and this is another problem that we

o

have, cne that I am trying to deal with in the
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planning exercise I am going through.

Q Is this Friday night you are now talking
about?
A Friday afternoon, I knew that Denton and
Fouchard are winging their way, and heard the report
that helicopters and communications egquipment was
coming in, and Denton out at the site, and later
Fouchard calls in,"going to come in sometime pretty
soon now and brief the Governor." I did not attend
that briefing of the Governor, I and 2 whole bunch
of other pecple the Governor's 0Office couldn't hold.

Q Or you would have attended except for
the capacity?
A Either the capacity or somebodv's desire not
to invite; that is just idle speculation. It doeszn't

really matter. The fact is I wasn't there.

Q pid your morale drop at all after Fridav
morning?

A Yes. There was no point denying that I was
surprised, as I am sure everybody involved was sur-
prised, that they couldn't manage the flow of
information any better than they could, that their
communications were so pocr. Comr:nications are

my business. I carried a telecopier intoc Eouston
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with me to cover the space program. I have sent
copy ovar telecopiers from phone bouths when ne~ _g
in this country hadn't heard of a telecopier. There
was a telecopier in Critchlow's, and by this time
everybody had =-- Critchlow, maybe one in the
Governor's Office, but I know there wasn't anything
happening there to speak of. Communications cin be
set up rapidly.

I think the feeling was that if you have a
CApitdl switchboard and got a lot of trunk lines and
so forth, that that was all right, and you got a big
office in Washington, that that was all right, but it
really turned out not to be dependable. I didn't
know until mﬁch later., If I hadn't been lucky
enough to have a WATS line where I was located, or
if the lines had been ordinary telephone lines, my
whole line would have been Cifferent. I would not
have been able to keep a2 line open to Washington,
and I would have been talking to the news media and
wou;d.hnvc been a public affairs officer-all day.
The whole thing would have been different uvnless
somebody called up and said, "Abraham, we are having
this problem, let's see if we can have the line open,

and do this,"” in which case I said, "Yes, that makes
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sense."”

There were times I was learning that people
couldn't get through to other people, and that I
seemed to be able to do this. .

I think you can ask the legitim( * gquestion
whether or not in the big picture, whether that
decision was the right one, but I think the communi=-
cations aspect of emergency response .s a tough problem,
and that this we really didn't have much =-- we just
didn't have it; that is all. We tried sometinmes.

I know for a fact in this region that we have
evaluated radioc teliephones, mobile telephones; we have
evaluated all kinds of radioc gear and so on. It is
really not as good as it is cracked up to be. Enmer-
gency communications over large distances in a moving

situation is tough.

0 When did the bubble first become a concern?
A To whom?

Q To you.
A Very late in the game.

Q What would that be?
A Sunday-Saturday, because my rcle changed again

Saturday drastically, and weuld remain changed for a

couple of weeks.
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Q Could you characterize for us guickly
your role on Friday afterncon and Friday evening.
A I let more people come into the cffice,radio
Fecple, Japanese people with microphones and cameras,
did interviews, and wanted me to sort of summarize the
situation, and looking into a lot of new insight on
wvhat was going on at the plant, and wanted to know
did I think it was going to get worse. "You know, the
Governor has taken an acticn. It appears to be as
auch as is needed to do now, to put people on alert
that there might be more, an evacuation, and i* well
might.. -We just don't know."™ That kind of thing
until Fouchard and Denton showed up, and when I went
to talk to Foﬁcha:d, who Lold me about all the gear
that was coming in and a lot of other logistics stuff.

This was the first time we said we might have
to set up a n;ws center somewhere, which I didn't
really get into until S;turday.

Q Did you speak to Mr. Fouchard about the
vholo.ovacnation recommendation?
A No, no, I dropped out of that because I felt
public affairs-type things == whec have I got? Who
can we get? What is now on its way out? Got people

coming out, coming up from Washingten. I went to
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do that. There had to be somebecdy, and 1 was it, to
start trying tc prepare for what was going to be

obvicusly a long-term situation.

Q Was it fair to say that you nad then no

further =role with respect to evacuation and emergency

preparedness?

A Except for trying to help knock down a certain
number of false rumors +that got started. Citizens
called in, "My neighbor is packing a car."

"Where are you? Are you pregnant?"

"I am 25 miles away," and I wouléd say, "Stay
coel,"™ and that kind of thing. That was it.

Once I got off this Channel 7, this long open
line, and gra&ually got back tc news, I was out of
that loop.

(Continued on Page 111,)

conp =
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2 Q On Friday morning, did you hear any rumor
3 that the waste gas de;ay tanks may have very, very
4 little capacity remaining?

S a No, not then or even now; that is one I missed.

6 Q Pid any events of note occur on Friday

7 night or Friday evening?

8 a Well, éhat was the first joint press conference

9 with Denton and the Governor.

10 Q Okay;

11 a Other than that sucked all the news media

12 away from me, and up to the studio, and I went up there,

13 and I guess I watched it; I think I did. That is all.

14 Q When did you finish your workdag-—on Friday?
15 A Again, in the wee hours of the morning.
16 Q Then I assume you came back to the same

17 site on Saturday morning?

18 A I came Lack on Saturday and spent most of the day
19 there again, and I was getting some more information;

20 people kept coming in., I had the feeling that

21 Mr., Fouchard and Mr, Denton were drawing pecple out

2 at the site. They had something going on out there.

23 I had a telephone number for Fouchard. trasner was out
24 there with me -~ out there with Fouchard and the pecple

3 out there, and the radio and zelevision thing were
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pretty important, and out there were voices with
pictures on Saturday. I couléd feel the news media
pressure dropping and pecple would call me up to see if

I knew scmething nobody else knew,

Q Your rcle shifted on Saturday, yocu indicated?
A Yes.

Q How was that?
A Mr. Fouchard made a brief menticn Friday night

or Saturday, we are going tc have to set up a news
center, s¢ in my trips through Middletown == on the

way to Three Mile Island, you are forced to gec through
Middletown, and I became aware of a place out there.

I went out Satu:da; afternoon and talked to the Mayor

in Middletown, and I said, "If we need to set up a

news center, can we use this community room here, this
basketball court and kitchen, and so «n,"” and he said,
"we will do aﬁything to help you." You know, and later
on in the evening when Fouchard and Denton were back in
the Capitol == I don't know if it was just before or
just after the press conference that night, or the
briefing that night, that Joe said, "I think we really
do have to set up a news center operation here somewhere

out nearer the site,"” and I said, "Yes, I guess we do."

I can imagine all the news medias descending on the center.
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I said, "Yes, I will be out 7:00 tomorrow morning,"
Sunday morning, "and we will start,” and we did.

At 7:00-8:00, I got volunteer pclicemen and
volunteer firemen, and got tables and chairs set up,
and something like a news center got going, and I
showed him this, and you can't use this for the
President, and you got to<tear it all down, and we torg
it all down, and then I got to worrying about where we
would make transcripts and get Xerox machines and a
quard.to watch it, and screens and getting the scund
system to work, and getting out of the kitchen and into
an office where we could close the door and have
communications with headguarters and the site, and other
public affairs officers arviving from the NRC, and told
DOE people were coming lrter in the day, and the President
had his press briefing, and seft:it.all back up again, and
the phone comﬁany ran cables, and they told them where to
string their wires and where to put the tables. It was
purely a logistic thing, and for the next couple of weeks
there were many occasions =-- scme logistic things, and
the reporter would ask me if I got to go to one of the
things, and had paid attention to the temperature ranges
in the reactor, and I was worrying if we don't get new

wiring, the television guys in the net will blow the

BENJAMIN REPORTING SERVICE




. 9/4

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18

19

114
Abraham

whole thing. We had a fire truck standing ocut there
for every briefing because of such a firc hazard.

Q From mid-Saturday on, you became an
administrator-coordinator rather than an information
relayer, if I can use that term?

A I am not disconcerted by that fact. You have to
have conabodi like that. I would expect if we had to
do this again, one of the first people who will come
to the site is a person who is trained in contrating
and procurement. I got all those voucher numbers I signed
£or the $16,000 Xerox machines. I expect that person to
come out and say, "I am your person for the news centers.
You tell me what it is you want, and you tell me what you
plan, and I will hand in.a plan for every site in the
region, and he will provide complete logistics, as
independent as po;siblc £rom peclicy considerations,

such as, is ié geing to be joint with the licensee, or
joint with the state and all that kind of stuff,

Q Did you ever hear on Saturday or at any other
time a rumor of a sabotage threat at Three Mile Island?
A I have had reporters that asked me, do I think
that this was sabotage. I have no evidence to indicate
that. I haven't heard from anybody that would be in a

position to know. What I said, until we get our
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investigation going, you can't rule it cu: ailtogether,

Q Do you have any idea what prompted those

questions from reporters?

A I could speculate.
Q Okay, but no firm ==
A We have had it over the years brought up

repeatedly for lots of events.

o} Do you have any information at that time,
from Saturday on, of contingency pPlanning going on within
the State or NRC for evacuation or other emergency response
should the situation deteriorate?

A I didn't have any perception of what the NRC was
doing, but I finally, you know =-- early in the game I
didn't really understand what difference existed between
Gerusky's office and the Civil Defense people and
Colonel Henderson's agency. It didn't exist when I

was a rcportc; in this state, and it is not something

I ever ran into before, and all that was new to me that
they had an emergency management agency; they had plans,
and with this thing about going toc Hershey came up, you
know, I suddenly became aware that somebody really did
have some idea what they were going to do on the state
part, but that was the extent of it, As best I remember

it now, that was my full awarenes: of that,

BENJAMIN REPORTING SERVICE

— - — —— e — o — . . ame - - - S



. 9/6

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19

Abraham 116

Q Did you have any role in the preparation

to receive the President on Sunday?

A

Only that which I have described to you plus a

very funny incident,

A

know,

Q What is that, if brief?
I told you we were working in the kitchen. You

in fact, on Monday the senior citizens served a

hot lunch off our Xerox machine. On Sunday there was a

last-minute need for some retyping of a page of the text

of vhit the President's remarks were going tec be, and the

only typewritar we had was on a folding table in the

kitchen, an electric typewriter, anéd it shook like a

bowl full of Jello, and the person who had to type

asked,

"Isn't there anything we can do?" I weigh

200 pounds, and plunked it up against the table, and

for 15 minutes or so that is what I did.

going

where

going
where

to be

Yes, thé:c was something about where pecple were

to sit, where the news media were going to sit, and
the VIP's were going to sit, and whose chairs are

to be where. That happens at every press conference
the President appears, and some Congressmen wanted

up front, and some photographer was already dcwn

on the ground with cameras aimed.

"Why don't you put your chair here,”™ and there was
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that, but that is routine stuff,

Q After Sunday, was there any events that
occurred with respect to NRC in managing the actions
in connection ‘rith the state's response that you would
like to mention?
A No. My preoccupation was with the news center,
and we have ilr.ady talked 2 great deal about my
misunderstanding with the Ingquirer, ana I would not like
to go through that.

Q You have given us in the interview with
Mr. Rubin and Mr. Sandman quite a bit of your thinking
with respect to what you learned from the accident. 1Is
there anything you would like to adad?
A What I learned I am going to put in practice very
quickly now.

It is my expectation that one day very soon I
won't be spen;ing 12-14 hours a day in this ocffice,
as I am now, talking to people on the telephcone. I
have downstairs on my desk Yellow Page Directories
from area arcund every plant in the regicn, and I am
going to go through every plant about setting up a
news center, whether the NRC occupies it alone cor
otherwise -- at every site in a mobile manner for

accidents substantially worse than this one, where it
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will be necessary to evacuate the news <~enter, and expect

to have it done by the end of December, and I think if we

find the resources == I am not saying that this is-going

to be the end-all; other people will look at it and

approve it before it is done, but it has to be done

because I have operated all my life ut of news centers,

I have always been on the recelving end, and I am
going to be on the other end, and here it will be
full up with 500 members of the media and to meet
need they have in a logistics way. It can be done

you have to plan for it and commit the resources,

flat

any

and

That

is a guestion that remains to be done. It doesn't really

matter much who uses it, but I think we will have

coimunications and transcripts and briefing positions

and sound systems and be.close enough to where a reporter

can go buy a ream of paper or where a television camera

man can tape Ris cameras down and all this stuf?,

and :

‘1e practical problems can be solved, and we can identify

places where you can have news centers. If I can get a

little while to do that == if I can get a few hours every

week to work at it, I will get it done by December.

Q Unless there is something else you would

like to add, we can conclude the deposition.

A I would like to make a persconal comment. There
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probably has not been in recent years a more difficult
story for the news media to cover. Considering how
little they had to work with most ©f the time, they
did rather well, The few exceptions to that I chalk
up mostly to zeal, excessive zeal rather than to any
deliberate attempt, I think I know more about how
little the news media has to co with than most people,
and I understand, I think better than most, scome of
the misunderstandings that came out of the news reports
vhcre'nust ©f the fault of people who were discussing
things, thinking the report was understood, when in
fact they didn't, thq fact that that situation became
greatly improved when Bennaro. and Elsasser came out to
the site couid explain things that just happened in
clear understandable terms, that improved our situation
tremendously.

I think.tho misunderstandings that were had and
the fluffs on my part and on cther people's parts, as
well as on the part of the news media, are always to
socme extent going to be there. You have reporters
who were frightened enocugh to keep werrying about
reading their dosimeters miles away from the accident,
and worrying whether it is safe to drink or take a

shower in the motel rooms., These are pecple whe covered
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reveclutions and are not afraid to be shot at, and
covered floods, as 1I have, but they car't see or
smell or feel the radiation and den't know where the
danger is, and some few reporters reacted enormously
te that, and it is only human., If you don't really
know what is going on, and when you look at all that, I
think that the reporters --'I would expect if we were
ever unfortunate enough to have another accident like
this will do substantlally better. They got a hell of
an education. If we don't do substantially better then
it won't be for lack of trying because we are definitely
going to take steps to do better, .

I don't think you can honestly say that this was
2 shining example of planning in public affairs. I think
it was pretty bad all the way around because it was a
bad accident, and one we have never had before, and never
had to do thié before, and couldn's Give a lot of reasons
for why it was so, and some of them are very good reasons,
but it doesn't change the facts one bit. It was a bad
sccnc‘all the way around. Some :cportirs did real well.
They just kept pushing un+til they found out what they
wanted to know and made sure “hey got accurate facts.
Some ©of the chronologies Which.wcrehwri::cn two or three

days after the accident have nnt changed an awful lot.
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N MR, PEARSON: That concludes the
3 deposition.
4 (Whereupon, at 5:00 p.m., the within

deposition was cocncluded.)

10

11

12 Subscribed and sworn to

before me this day

of » 1979,

14

15
16
17
18 :
19

(M)
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EXHEIBIZIS

ABRAHAM DEPOSITION
EOR_IDENTIIICATION

Document entitled "EIOGRAPEICAL

INFORMATION" on Karl Abraham

Three-page transcript of a portion

of a recorded conversation beginning

at 9:09 a.m. on March 30, the first
page headed "03-259-CE7/25-PD~-1"

Three page transcript ¢f two
conversations, one at 9:23 and one
at 9:35, the first page headed
"03-019-CH 2/20-sw=12."

Memorandum from Joe Hegner to KRarl
Abraham dated August 15, 1979,
subject: "March 30, 1979 conver-
sation between J. Fouchard and

K. Abraham,"” with a transcript
attached to the memorandum.

Witness' handwritten log of tapes
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2 STATE OF NEW YORX )
) ss:
3 COUNTY OF NEW YORK )

B I, ROBERT ZERKIN, Notary Public of the
(T' 5 State of New York, do hereby certify that the
6 foroqbinq deposition of the U.S. NUCLEAR g
7 REGULATORY COMMISSION, REGION NO. I, by KARL
8 ABRAHAM, was taken before me on the 16th day
9 of August 1979.
10 The said witmess was duly sworn before
11 the commencement of his testimony. The said
12 testimony was taken stenographically by myself
13 and then transcribed.
14 The within transcript is a true record
15 of the said deposition.
16 I am not related by blood or marriage to
17 any of the said parties, nor interested directly
18 or indir;ctly in the matter in controversy; nor é
19 am I in the employ of any of the counsel.
20 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set
= 2l -ny hand <his 1);}C§Ly of August 1879,
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