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Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute  Troy, New York 12181
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September 4, 1980
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Mr. Charles MacDonald
Transportation Branch _
Division of Fuel and Material Safetyf%.
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission "
Washington, DC 20555 )
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Dear Sir:

In an effort to reduce the on-site inventory of SNM at RPI our critical assembly
has been redesigned for a lower critical mass. We are now arranging to have the
remaining excess fuel shipped to Oak Ridge, TN by the DOE.

The approval of the enclosed QA Program will clear the way for finalizing the
shipment plans. This QA Program has been written using the Radiography Licensee
guide for QA plans. In view of the following we feel that the Radiography guide
is sufficient:

1) Shipment of radicactive materials does not occur at the RPI Critical
Facility on a regular basis; on the contrary this will most likely be
the only shipment of radioactive materials (SNM) until the facility
is decommissiored.

2) The shipment will be MTR flat plate fuel. This fuel is unused (clean)
and clad in stainless steel with no exposed radicactive material.

3) The fuel is owned by the Department of Energy. DOE 6M containers are
being used for the fuel shipment. Transportation will be handled by
a DOE SST (transport truck with guards).

Your prompt attention to this matter will be greatly appreciated. The DOE
scheduling review is in progress at this time.

Sipcerely yours,
\
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Pete §. Nelson, Supervisor
Critical Experimerts Facility

nald R. Harris, Director 8 L
Critical Experiments rFacility
L. David Walthousen Laboratory

cc: R.T. Lahey, Jr. Chairman NSRB
G. Judd, Vice Prgvost 17308
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